CYNTHIA DRAPER

CYNTHIA DRAPER (nee RUSSELL) It is with sadness to announce the passing of Cynthia
Draper of OakBank on Sunday, March 20, 2016 at the age of 81 years. Cynthia is survived by
her children Matthew Reimer, Linda "Fera" Reimer, Laura (Randy) Zacharias, sisters-in-law
Beth (Bob) McLeod, Doreen Draper, Lois Reimer, grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.
She was predeceased by her beloved husband Gordon and sister Patricia Damur. Cynthia
believed what mattered most was spreading love out into the world. She was happiest when
spending time with her children. She was born in Edmonton, lived in London, England with her
first husband, Norman, for three years before moving to Charleswood. There she brought up her
family. She married Gordon in 1982 and moved to OakBank. She worked at the University of
Manitoba for many years, and upon leaving there, enjoyed retirement, never stagnating but
always active and artistic. She spent summer days on the golf course, got her pilot's license, and
tutored for years with the Transcona Literacy Centre. She expressed her love for gardening by
landscaping seven acres into a panoply of colour, fragrance, and texture, transforming her yard
with vegetables, flowers, shrubs, and trees. With Gordon she travelled many places, including a
motorcycle trip to New Zealand returning with delightful and hair-raising stories of their
adventures. They wintered in Mesa, and even explored the East coast. She turned her energetic
spirit towards painting, experimenting with a variety of mediums to great success. An
accomplished violinist in her youth, she returned to music in later years, picked up the guitar and
enjoyed accompanying her son Matthew on his banjo. Staying true to her course, she planted
many good memories in our hearts. A celebration of Cynthia's life will be held on Thursday,
March 24, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. at OakBank United Church 582 Balsam Crescent in OakBank.
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