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Overview  

In#mate Partner 
Violence (IPV) 

Violence (or abuse) perpetrated by in4mate partners can take many forms, 
including physical abuse, sexual assault, emo4onal abuse, financial abuse, and 
social isola4on (Wathen et al., 2025). These behaviours are oDen intended to gain 
power and control over a partner. 

IPV Severity for 
Women   

Women sustain the most serious and severe forms of IPV, including strangula4on, 
assaults, sexual assaults, and threats with weapons. Women also experience 
assaults more frequently, with nearly one-third repor4ng 10 or more incidents of 
abuse over their life4me (Burczycka, 2016; CoPer, 2021). 

Indigenous 
Women and Girls 

IPV is more frequent and severe for Indigenous women and girls, with almost 60% 
repor4ng some form of IPV in their life4me (Heidinger, 2021). 

Impacts of IPV on 
Survivors 

In4mate partner violence can cause a wide range of physical injuries, including 
bruises, cuts, broken bones, and damage to the head, neck, and face. Over 4me, 
repeated violence can also lead to chronic pain, brain injury, and long-term health 
problems that affect daily life (Nemeth et al., 2023; St. Ivany & Schminkey, 2016). 

 

In*mate Partner Violence and Trauma*c Brain Injury   

• Between 60% and 92% of abused women will incur a brain injury as a direct result of their partner’s 
physical violence (St. Ivany & Schminkey, 2016). 

• Male partners oDen perpetrate repeated violence against their female partners, frequently striking the 
head, neck, and face (Adhikari et al., 2024; CoPer, 2021). The chronic and targeted nature of this 
violence increases survivors’ vulnerability to brain injury and suggests that many of the challenges they 
face may stem from structural or func4onal altera4ons to the brain (Smirl et al., 2019). 

• Women who report both IPV and TBI are more likely to report central nervous system symptoms (such 
as headaches, dizziness, or trouble concentra4ng), which are oDen mistaken for mental health or 
substance use problems (Campbell et al., 2018). 

• Survivors who are strangled by their partners/ex-partners have a drama4cally higher risk of a brain 
injury—2.24 4mes more than those who did not report strangula4on (Adhikari et al., 2024). 

Intersec*onal Impact  
 

Young women, Indigenous women, LGBTQ + women, women with disabili4es, and racialized women in 
Canada are more likely to experience IPV (Women & Gender Equality Canada, 2024). The issue is especially 
prevalent in the Canadian Prairies, which consistently report the highest provincial rates of IPV—par4cularly 
in rural, remote, and Northern communi4es (Rotenberg, 2019; Sta4s4cs Canada, 2021).  

Click here for  
full reference list! 

Scan the QR code to learn 
more about our project! 

https://umanitoba-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/umsmi446_myumanitoba_ca/EbMQSQh3fa1NkeHDu68C3J4B0q4Xa17ctYpUxm6WThEFLQ?e=w9bun4
https://umanitoba-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/umsmi446_myumanitoba_ca/EbMQSQh3fa1NkeHDu68C3J4B0q4Xa17ctYpUxm6WThEFLQ?e=w9bun4

