
Writing a Thesis Statement

Academic Learning Centre



Writing a Thesis Statement

• What is a thesis statement?

• How do I write an effective thesis statement? 
• Relevant to the assignment question
• Analytical
• Clear for the reader

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But what is a thesis statement? And how do students get to effective thesis statements in their writing?

This presentation focuses on these two questions.

First, we will look at ”what a thesis statement is,” including an example. Then, we will review a few suggestions for generating an effective thesis statement, a thesis statement that is
relevant to the assignment question, 
analytical (in other words, reflects an in-depth exploration of the question), and
clear for the reader. 





What is a thesis 

statement?

What does a thesis 

statement do?

Photo by Kathy B.

Presenter
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Let’s start by looking at what a thesis statement is.

You may have written a paper with a thesis statement before. Take a moment to write down what you already know about what a thesis statement is. Alternatively, you can think about what a thesis statement does.





A thesis statement …

provides the direction and “roadmap” 

of your paper in 1 - 2 sentences.

After reading your thesis statement, your reader should 

be able to

• state the main point (argument) of your paper

• outline the major sections of your paper

Photo by Kathy B.
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There are different ways of thinking about what a thesis statement is and does. 

The description on this slide looks at the thesis statement from the reader’s point of view.

A thesis statement provides the direction and the roadmap of the paper in 1 – 2 sentences. After reading your thesis statement, your reader should be able to state the main point, or argument, of your paper and outline the major sections in the body that support this point. The thesis statement encapsulates your whole paper, which is why it’s so important.

Like the image on this slide, the thesis statement should allow your reader to see the road ahead – to know what you will argue, or show in your paper, and how you will argue it.

In this way, a thesis statement is a communication tool with your reader.






is your concise answer (in 1 – 2 sentences) to the research 

question.

A thesis statement …

Assignment guidelines used with permission
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Looking at the thesis statement from your point of view as the writer, you can think of your thesis statement as your answer to the research question. Sometimes the research question is provided in the assignment instructions. Sometimes students are expected to develop their own research question. 

Assignment instructions, like the example posted here, can be quite detailed. Read the assignment instructions early to see if the research question is provided or if you will need to develop your own question.

Either way, think of your thesis statement as your concise answer to the question your paper is responding to. 





The Structure of a Thesis-Driven Paper

The introduction

• introduces your specific topic

• includes your thesis statement

Sample introduction used with permission

Presenter
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The thesis statement should be part of the introduction. Since it’s a communication tool with your reader, it’s important that it comes early in your paper.

You can see in this sample introduction that the thesis statement is provided at the end of the first paragraph. This is quite typical. The writer starts the paper by introducing their topic in a few sentences and then provides the thesis statement. The writer doesn’t make the reader wait to learn about where this paper is going.




The Structure of a Thesis-Driven Paper

The Introduction
- introduces the specific topic

- gives the reader your thesis statement

Step 1 / Section 1

Step 2 / Section 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To summarize, the thesis provides the reader with the paper’s main point in 1-2 sentences.  The body of the paper develops, or explains, that point, working logically and step-by-step through each supporting idea.




Example Thesis Statement

Throughout her career, Hahn Oberlander has 

connected built spaces with their natural environments 

by putting into action principles of sustainability and by 

creating landscape designs that connect the built 

space to the natural world. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s look at an example. After reading this thesis statement, you as the reader should know the main point that the writer will make in the paper. You should also know how the body of the paper will be organized. In other words, what ideas will the writer cover in order to convince you of their main argument?



Example Thesis Statement

Throughout her career, Hahn Oberlander has 

connected built spaces with their natural 

environments by putting into action principles of 

sustainability and by creating landscape designs 

that connect the built space to the natural world. 

What main point will the essay writer show in the paper?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Without necessarily knowing anything about the work of Hahn Oberlander, do you know what this writer wants to say about Hahn Oberlander’s work? 

Take a moment to identify the main point.  





Example Thesis Statement

Throughout her career, Hahn Oberlander has 

connected built spaces with their natural 

environments by putting into action principles of 

sustainability and by creating landscape designs that 

connect the built space to the natural world. 

What main point will the essay writer show in the paper?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may have identified the piece highlighted in purple as the writer’s main point. The writer will show that Hahn Oberlander connects built spaces with their natural environments.






Example Thesis Statement

Throughout her career, Hahn Oberlander has 

connected built spaces with their natural 

environments by putting into action principles of 

sustainability and by creating landscape designs that 

connect the built space to the natural world. 

2. How will the paper be organized? How will the writer 

show that Hahn Oberlander connects built spaces and 

their environments?

Presenter
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Now, how will the paper be organized? In the body of the paper, how will the writer show that Hahn Oberlander connects built spaces and natural environments? 

Take a moment to write down the main points that the writer will develop in the body.




Example Thesis Statement

Throughout her career, Hahn Oberlander has 

connected built spaces with their natural environments

by putting into action principles of sustainability

and by creating landscape designs that connect 

the built space to the natural world. 

2. How will the paper be organized? How will the writer 

show that Hahn Oberlander connects built spaces and 

their environments?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The thesis statement tells us that the writer will develop 2 main points in the body of the paper:

First, Hahn Oberlander puts into action principles of sustainability.

Second, Hahn Oberlander creates landscape designs that connect the built space to the natural world.

After reading the thesis statement, we expect that the writer will develop these two points in the body of the paper using explanations and examples.




How do I get to an effective thesis statement?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that we have a sense of what a thesis statement is and what it can look like, let’s review a few steps in the reading and writing process that allow writers to develop relevant and insightful thesis statements.

Effective thesis statements are not easy to write. They develop as writers spend time reading and thinking about their research questions. Thesis statements, as the core of the paper, become deeper and more insightful as we write and re-write them throughout the researching and writing process. 





1. Know your research question:

Study your assignment instructions

Assignment guidelines used with permission

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first strategy, then, for writing an effective thesis statement is to understand, what is the research question that my paper should answer? Review your assignment instructions carefully to determine whether the research question is provided or whether you are expected to develop your own guiding question. 

The assignment instructions on this slide are only an example. Find the instructions for your specific assignment and check for a research question.





2. Read to construct an answer to your question 

Write & Revise

Read & Re-read 
Key Texts
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Second, immerse yourself in your topic by studying key sources of information. Give yourself time to read and re-read key texts thinking about how they relate to your question. The thesis statement will reflect how deeply you have explored the research question and so it’s important to start reading well before the assignment deadline. 









2. Read and take notes

Read actively:

What does this source tell me that 

can contribute to my paper? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you read, ask yourself, “What does this source tell me that can contribute to my paper? What examples and explanations from this reading will help me generate my answer?”

Be sure to take notes while you read to keep track of these key explanations and examples. A sample showing one way to take notes is provided on this slide.




3. Write out your answer to the research question

• Don’t worry about using formal language. 

• Focus on the clarity of your thinking.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you’ve done some of the reading and explored some of the sources, write out your answer to the research question in a couple of sentences. Don’t worry about using formal, academic English. Focus more on your thinking. What is your answer to the question? What are the main reasons for your answer?

You might complete a sentence like, “After reading and thinking about this question, my understanding is that” … and then insert what you think so far. 

Continue on. “The main reasons to support this are …”

This type of informal writing can lead you to the main point that you will argue in your paper.




3. Write out your answer to the research question

Presenter
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After you’ve done some informal writing, you can edit what you’ve written by taking out the first part of the sentence – the part that gave you the springboard to your argument.

Now you already have a working thesis statement.




4. Revise your draft.

Write 
& Revise

Read & Re-read Key Texts
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Finally, leave time to revise your thesis statement and your entire draft. 







4. Revise your draft.

Write
& Revise

Read & Re-read Key Texts

• Adjust your thesis statement as you 
write.

• Periodically check back with your 
assignment guidelines to make sure 
you’re on track with the question.

• Double-check your thesis statement 
at the end of your writing process.
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As you write your paper, your ideas will likely evolve and deepen. Adjust your thesis statement as you write so that it reflects the development in your thinking. 

In addition, throughout the process of writing and revising, check back with your assignment guidelines periodically to make sure that you are staying on track with the research question. You may have to adjust your thesis statement and outline if you find you are going off track with the original question.

When you’ve completed your draft, double-check your thesis statement to make sure it matches with what you have written in the body of the paper. Remember, the thesis statement is a communication tool with your reader; a strong thesis statement should match with the development of ideas in the body.







The thesis statement and outline are developed together in 

a process of reading, planning, writing, and revising.

Write
& Revise

Read & Re-read 
Key Texts

Presenter
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Overall, the thesis statement and outline are developed together in a process of reading, planning, writing, and revising.

It’s important to recognize that there’s no formula for getting to an effective thesis statement. The reading and writing process can be a bit messy. This presentation has provided a few foundational strategies to start with.








Visit the Academic Learning Centre website:
https://umanitoba.ca/student-supports/academic-supports/
academic-learning

Contact the Academic Learning Centre:
academic_learning@umanitoba.ca

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are struggling with your paper, remember to talk with your instructor during their office hours. You can also meet with a writing tutor from the Academic Learning Centre. The writing tutors can talk through ideas with you and help you navigate through any stage of the reading and writing process.
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