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Land Acknowledgement
The University of Manitoba campuses are located on original lands of Anishinaabeg, Ininiwak, Anisininewuk, Dakota Oyate and Dene, and on the National Homeland of the Red River Métis. We respect the Treaties that were made on these territories, we acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the past, and we dedicate ourselves to move forward in partnership with Indigenous communities in a spirit of Reconciliation and collaboration.

About the Conference

The Prairie Conference seeks to examine how Ukrainian studies and studies of the Global East can contribute to new approaches in cross-disciplinary and cross-area research and education. The event will bring scholars of Ukraine and the Global East into conversation with scholars, educators, and curators working on Canada, Africa, Latin America, and Asia. It will explore how scholars can draw on different theoretical frameworks (e.g., world-systems analysis, settler colonialism, neocolonialism, coloniality, decoloniality, inter-imperiality, creolization) and approaches from fields such as Indigenous studies, gender studies, peace and conflict studies, and environmental studies to develop new forms of cross-regional research and teaching.

The conference also aims to advance decolonizing approaches in pedagogies through a student-centered education. Undergraduate and graduate students will play an active role in planning and shaping the event, and a student-led panel, along with student presentations in other panels, will provide a visible platform for their research and perspectives.

Context

The conference takes place at a time marked not only by geopolitical crises, including the increasing brutality of kinetic warfare, the escalation of cyber and hybrid warfare, and the rise of authoritarianism, populism, and far-right movements, but also by a broader crisis in the humanities and academia (Scott 2019; Fleming 2021). Knowledge production is unfolding amid widespread relativism, scepticism, and distrust, alongside enduring tensions surrounding the reception of knowledge from Eastern Europe among Western European scholars, often described as the contestation between “Westsplaining” and “Eastsplaining.” Much scholarship on Ukraine and Eastern Europe is produced by migrant scholars working from precarious positions at Western universities (Burlyuk and Rahbari 2023), where courses on Ukraine or Eastern Europe attract limited student interest and are thus deprioritised. 

Theoretical and Practical Goals

The conference has both theoretical and practical objectives. Theoretically, it aims to stimulate cross-disciplinary and cross-regional discussions and build intellectual bridges across the humanities and social sciences. It also seeks to explore how such cooperation can reshape the epistemological frameworks and structures through which we understand Ukraine and the Global East. Practically, the conference will address how new research and teaching approaches can be integrated into academia to enrich education and enhance student experiences.
Prairie Series

The conference is also part of an ongoing academic conversation—the Prairie Series—which aims to further examine the spatial dimensions of knowledge production and distribution in academia. The Prairie Series is grounded in the idea that academic centres in the Prairies are well situated to discuss and theorize epistemic hierarchies and the uneven visibility of knowledge produced across different academic locations.

The Slavic Department (now part of German and Slavic Studies) at the University of Manitoba, established in 1949–1950, was one of the earliest such departments in North America and is an excellent place to foster discussions about the future of Ukrainian and Eastern European studies in dialogue with other regions.

The Prairie Series was founded by Oksana Dudko in 2023. Its first workshop, held at the University of Saskatchewan in May 2023, resulted in a forum published in History Workshop Journal (Oxford University Press): Oksana Dudko and Anna Hájková, “Teaching Eastern Europe in the Age of Russia’s Imperial Invasions: A Conversation On Being Postcolonial When No One Takes Any Notice,” History Workshop Journal 99 (Spring 2025), 150–177,
Https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article/doi/10.1093/hwj/dbaf005/8124009 

Conference Programme

	THURSDAY, APRIL 30
409 Tier Building
 173 Dafoe Rd W, Winnipeg, MB

	Time
	

	
10:00–
10:30
	
Welcome Address

· Conference organizers: Oksana Dudko (University of Manitoba, Canada) & Yuliya Yurchuk (Södertörn University, Sweden)
· Jason Leboe-McGowan (Associate Dean (Academic Affairs), Faculty of Arts, University of Manitoba)
· Stephan Jaeger (Head of the Department of German and Slavic Studies, University of Manitoba)
· Orest Cap (Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies, University of Manitoba)
· Jorge Nallim (Director, Institute for the Humanities, University of Manitoba)


	
10:30–12:15 
	
Forum: Thinking About the Future of Ukrainian Studies in Times of War
Moderators: Oksana Dudko, (University of Manitoba, Canada) and Yuliya Yurchuk (Södertörn University, Sweden)
Panelists:
· Emily Channell-Justice (Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, Cambridge, USA)
· Manuel Férez* (Alberto Hurtado University, Santiago, Chile)
· Guido Hausmann (University of Regensburg, Germany)
· Valeria Korablyova* (Charles University, Czech Republic)
· Myroslav Shkandrij (University of Manitoba, Canada)


	
12:30–2:00 
	
Round Table: Security and Defence Studies in Times of Russia’s Full Scale Invasion of Ukraine: Students’ Perspective
Moderator: Liou Van Tichelen (University of Manitoba, Canada)
Panelists:
· Sasha Tiaglei (University of Manitoba, Canada)
· Cooper Roy (University of Manitoba, Canada)
· Liliya Navrotska (University of Manitoba, Canada)
· Nicholas Glesby (Trent University, Canada) 
· Maximilien Kasowski (Royal Military College, Canada)


	
3:00–4:30 
	
Panel 1: Zemlia: Violence, Recovery, and Environmental Futures
Chair: Bryan Peeler (University of Manitoba, Canada)
· Epp Annus (Ohio State University, United States; Tallinn University, Estonia)
Inter-Imperial Invisibility and Post-Imperial Futures in Ukraine and Estonia: An Eco-Social Approach
· Ielyzaveta (Liza) Goncharenko (Royal Academy of Fine Arts Antwerp, Belgium)
Soil After War: Ecological Memory and More-than-Human Recovery in Ukraine
· Anna Kovalenko (Montréal, Canada)
Imperialism and Environmental Violence in Ukraine: Artistic and Cultural Response to War and Ecocide
· Anna Olenenko (University of Alberta, Canada)
Does Ukraine’s Environment Have Historical Agency?


	
5:00–6:00
	
UM Walk & Talk

	
7:00–8:30
	
Keynote Lecture: Svitlana Matviyenko (Simon Fraser University, Canada)
“Donetsk Chornobyl”: Deep Time of the Elemental Warfare
Archives & Special Collections, Room 330, Elizabeth Dafoe Library, 25 Chancellors Circle, Winnipeg, MB
Registration required: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/donetsk-chornobyl-deep-time-of-the-elemental-warfare-tickets-1987015933145?aff=oddtdtcreator 

	
8:30–9:30
	
Evening Reception 
Archives & Special Collections, Room 330, Elizabeth Dafoe Library, 25 Chancellors Circle, Winnipeg, MB

	
FRIDAY, MAY 1
409 Tier Building
 173 Dafoe Rd W, Winnipeg, MB


	
10:00–11:30
	
Panel 2. Tangible and Intangible Heritage: Between Empire and Nation
Chair: Iryna Konstantiuk (University of Manitoba, Canada)
· Ketevan Gurchiani* (Ilia State University, Georgia)
Between Iconicity and Invisibility: Technical Library of Tbilisi
· Alexandra Shkandrij (University of Toronto, Canada)
Cultural Heritage Destruction and the Logics of War in Ukraine
· Yulia Yurchuk (Södertörn University, Sweden)
Cultural Heritage and Memory in War: Mnemonic Sovereignty and Resilience in Ukraine 
· Myroslav Shkandrij (University of Manitoba, Canada)
The Mirage of Greatness


	
12:00–1:30
	
Panel 3. Famines and Their Afterlives: Memories, Silences, and Representations
Chair: Olga Khamedova (University of Manitoba, Canada)
· Kristina Hook (Kennesaw State University, USA)
Holodomor Memory as Postcolonial Knowledge: Ukrainian Narratives of Imperial Violence During the First Phase of Russia’s War, 2014–2021
· William Jenkins (York University, Canada)
Irish Famine Memory and Irish Canada: The Great Hunger and beyond
· Karolina Koziura (University of Toronto, Canada) 
Empire’s Afterlives: Famine, Archival Silences, and Nation-Building in Ukraine
· Jonathon Zimmer (Queen’s University, Canada) 
The Ethiopian Famine and Canada’s Response: Canadian Aid, Policy, and Praxis 


	
2:30–4:00
	
Student Round Table. The Nexus of Knowledge: Student Experiences and the Interdisciplinary Future of Ukrainian Academic Programs
Moderator: Oleksii Petruchek (University of Manitoba, Canada)
Panelists:
· Margarita Khryapina* (Odesa National Medical University, Ukraine)
· Kateryna Rudenko* (Dalhousie University, Canada)
· Alina Boiko* (University of Notre Dame, USA)
· Kateryna Semenyshyn (University of Manitoba, Canada)
· Emily Elizabeth Gunn (Winnipeg, Canada)
· Cynthia Yusishen (University of Manitoba, Canada)


	
4:15–5:45
	
Panel 4: Global Response to Injustices: Nonviolence, Art, and Grassroots Mobilization
Chair: Joy Chadya (University of Manitoba, Canada)
· Taiwo Afolabi (University of Regina, Canada)
Staging Justice: Policing and Artivism in Nigeria and Kenya
· Emily Channell-Justice (Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, USA)
Without the State: Self-Organization and Political Activism in Ukraine
· Jorge Nallim (University of Manitoba, Canada)
Antifascist Mobilization in Latin America: Historical Perspective 
· Laleema Senanayake (University of Manitoba, Canada)
The Emergence of Nonviolent Resistance in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Nepal: A Social Cubism Perspective


	SATURDAY, MAY 2
307 Tier Building
173 Dafoe Rd W, Winnipeg, MB

	
10:00–11:30
	
Panel 5: Crimean Tatars and The Questions of Indigeneity in Ukraine
Chair: David Parent (University of Manitoba, Canada) 
· Nara Narimanova (University of Alberta, Canada)
Crimean Tatar Topographic Memory and Resistance to Colonial Erasure
· Milana Nikolko (Carleton University, Canada)
Forced Migration, Digital Presence, and Algorithmic Power: Crimean Tatar Identity-Making after 2014
· Greta Uehling (University of Michigan, USA)
A Carbon Sink of Empire: Crimean Tatars, Indigenous Recognition, and Ukraine’s Unique Anti-Colonial Horizon


	
12:00–1:30
	
Alberta Round Table “Reconsidering Field, Structure, and Knowledge in Ukrainian Studies”
Moderator: Nolan Orvold (University of Alberta, Canada)
Panellists:
· Aolani Eslava-Jones (University of Alberta, Canada)
· Jonathan Grossman (University of Alberta, Canada)
· Illia Pokotylo (University of Alberta, Canada)
· Cody Mackoway* (University of Cambridge, UK)
· Hanna Abakunova (University of Alberta, Canada)
· Huseyin Oylupinar (independent researcher, Edmonton, Canada)


	
2:30–4:00
	
Keynote Lecture
Niigaan Sinclair (University of Manitoba, Canada)
Ukrainian People Are My People: From Ukraine to Treaty One
Registration required: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ukrainian-people-are-my-people-from-ukraine-to-treaty-one-tickets-1987801372415?aff=oddtdtcreator 

	
4:30–6:00
	
Panel 6: Indigenous-Settler Relations: Rethinking Ukrainian Studies on Indigenous Lands

Chair: Nataliya Venger (University of Winnipeg, Canada)
· Kiera Brew Kurec* (Gadigal land / Sydney, Australia)
Intersections and Echoes: Confronting Colonial Legacies through Artistic Practice
· Avery Shtykalo (University of Victoria, Canada)
The Kokum Scarf as a Call to Action for Building Good Relations
· Iryna Skubii (University of Melbourne, Australia)
From the Americas to the “Old World” and Back: The Sunflower Plant’s History About Ukraine and Beyond Ukraine
· Keith Carlson* (University of the Fraser Valley-Chilliwack, Canada)
· Carving Lost History: A Journey of Healing from Nazi, Soviet, and Canadian Colonialism


	SUNDAY, MAY 3


	
10:00–11:30
	
Canadian Museum for Human Rights tour led by Professor Stephan Jaeger, Chair of the Department of German and Slavic Studies, University of Manitoba (85 Israel Asper Wy, Winnipeg, MB)

	
11:30–13:30
	
Walk at the Forks (1 Forks Market Rd, Winnipeg, MB)



* presenting online
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