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Becoming a Professor Emeritus or Emerita 
 
 
A Professor Emeritus or Emerita is an individual who has performed distinguished service in their respective roles through 
their teaching, research, and scholarship. The honorary title of Professor Emeritus/Emerita may be granted after retirement 
to faculty members of the University of Manitoba and who have held the rank of Professor (or in their final year of 
employment with the University, provided a notice of retirement has been submitted, in which case, the title "Emeritus" 
would take effect on the date of retirement). Although the number of years of service at the University of Manitoba is 
unspecified, it is expected that those nominated will have had a reasonable length of service with the University. 
 
While some universities in other countries automatically grant the title automatically upon retirement, most of the 
universities in Canada appoint the title to professors through a formal nomination process. 
 
Benefits of the title 
 
The honour is the most important aspect of this title. Those holding the title of Professor Emeritus/Emerita are members of 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Professors Emeriti are eligible to apply for grants and contracts under the aegis of the 
University. 
 To receive recognition for past work. 
 The ability to continue research projects, maintain role in committees, and contribute to student success. 
 To maintain a connection with colleagues and the University. 
 Distinguished Professors who retire from the University of Manitoba automatically receive an appointment of 

Distinguished Professor Emeritus/Emerita. 
 
Nomination process 
 
Nominations are made by your department head (if applicable) and dean/director to the faculty council who then submits 
the nomination form and other supporting documents electronically to the Chancellor’s Committee for review and 
recommendation. All deliberations by departments and faculties/schools are done confidentially. The deadline to forward 
the recommendation to the Board of Governors for consideration and approval is March 31.  
 
If a professor would like to be considered for a Professor Emeritus/Emerita title, they are welcome to share their intentions 
with their department head (if applicable) and dean/director once discussions about their intention to retire begins, or at any 
time, even after retirement. However, to ensure a smoother transition into the Professor Emeritus/Emerita title upon 
retirement, it is recommended that intentions are shared well in advance to allow time for the department (if applicable) and 
Faculty/School/College to support and help you plan your pathway to retirement (ideally one year in advance). 
 
Nomination form and criteria 
 
Required documentation to submit with the nomination form: 
 Emeritus/Emerita Titles Nomination Form 
 A formal letter of nomination from the Dean which speaks specifically to each of the nomination criteria 

and indicates the date of the closed session approval of the nomination.  
 Nominee’s abridged curriculum vitae containing details such as education, field of endeavor, a short 

description of publications, if any, special awards, and distinguished service. 
 A citation (maximum 200 words) must outline:  

 Background (department, etc.) 
 Years of service 

https://umanitoba.ca/governance/honours/emeritus-emerita-titles
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 Special accomplishments for which the nominee is being put forward 
 

Nominations normally include evidence of excellence in teaching, including graduate student supervision, and excellence in 
research, scholarship, and/or creative work. 
 
Evidence of excellence in teaching may include:  
 Awards 
 Evaluations by students 
 Assessment of peers 
 Testimonials from former students 
 A record of course and curriculum development 
 Innovations in teaching methods 
 A corpus of work relating to teaching and learning 

 
Evidence of excellence in research, scholarship and creative work may include: 
 Awards and recognitions 
 Reviewed and juried works 
 Refereed publications 
 Invited lectureships 
 Success in grant and other competitions 
 Testimonials by peers 

 

 
Professor Emeritus/Emerita Policy  
Emeritus/Emerita Titles Nomination Form 
 

Contact information 
 
Office of the University Secretary 
Executive Assistant to the University Secretary 
Telephone: 204-474-9593 
Email: emily.gregorchuk@umanitoba.ca 

Office of the Vice-Provost (Academic Affairs) 
208-66 Chancellors Circle 
Telephone: 204-474-8283 
Email: facultyrelations@umanitoba.ca  
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