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HAPPENINGS

An array of research news & events

MANITOBA FIRST NATIONS CENTRE FOR ABORIGINAL
HEALTH RESEARCH Promoting healing, wellness, and

improved health services

CANADA IN THE WORLD TODAY Celebrating researchers

who are taking their place on the world stage

WATER FOR LIFE FEATURE A new generation
of scientists partners for change

BOOKS OF NOTE
Rekindling the Sacred Spirit

HONOURING THE SACRED TRUST FEATURE

The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation

IDEAS TO INNOVATION - DREAM LEADER

Entrepreneurship as a tool for empowerment

IN IT FOR THE LONG RUN FEATURE Focusing on the resilience

of Indigenous youth to find solutions to obesity and diabetes

SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENTS

Inspiring the next generation of scientists

ON THE HORIZON Engineering Access Program
Homecoming 2015

JUST THE FACTS

Indigenous Achievements

DESIGN Diverge Design
ISSN#1918-144
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CHEMISTRY PROFESSORS

“This centre will establish the
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HAPPENINGS

of Music and Zahra Moussavi of the

Tracy Dahl, Coloratura Soprano

Zahra Moussavi, Biomedical Engineer
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INSIGHTS

eborah G. Young joined the
University of Manitoba in July 2011
as executive lead for Indigenous
Achievement. She is a graduate
of the University of Manitoba and
holds a Bachelor of Social Work
and Masters of Social Work in
Policy, Administration and Evaluation.
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FEATURE

Sun is sparkling on the water, river otters are playing nearby and the cooler
is packed tight with sample bottles. It’s a fine day to be a scientist-in-training
with the U of M’s CREATE H2O program, where students partner with First
Nations across Manitoba and Ontario to improve water and sanitation security.
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BOOKS OF NOTE

divisions between their cultures.
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&

its official events.
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IDEAS TO INNOVATION
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For Jon McGavock, the connection between exercise and lifelong wellbeing is
a personal one and a source of his passion for diabetes and obesity research.
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SPOTLIGHT
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FEATURE

Sherry Farrell Racette believes that a stitch is a powerful tool, and that art is
the most powerful means of reaching the heart. It's why the scholar, writer,
artist, curator and educator of First Nation and Irish descent uses textile art,
embroidery and beadwork to communicate her message.
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Story Blanket: Kooshkopayiw/Awaken/Eveiller for Métis Rights Niche, 2 of 2 panels. photo: Sherry Farrell Racette

“YOU'RE ACTUALLY MANIPULATING IN A VERY REAL
WAY THE FACTS OF HISTORY; YOU'RE LITERALLY

SEWING THEM, OR YOU'RE PAINTING THEM, OR YOU'RE

CARVING THEM. “THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT THAT
PROCESS THAT | FIND REALLY COMPELLING.”

A commissioned installation she did for the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights includes the story of Batoche
from a woman’s point of view.

“The stuff that I found out over time that happened to
the women at Batoche is really not widely known,” she says.
“It's a way to feminize history — because that is part of
my wider project, to bring forward women’s stories.

In addition to the archival materials she gathered,
meeting with the descendants of families who stayed and
rebuilt Batoche has been a significant aspect of her research,
an approach that is typical for her. Her way of working is
motivated by the sense of responsibility she feels to the
communities whose stories she tells.

She explains, “I talk to people; that’s my way of
doing oral history research, sort of hanging around,
talking to people. When I was doing research about
the fall of Batoche, I was finding photos of the women
and the people involved — and those will become
tiny details [in the video] and it has to be right.”

Farrell Racette is compelled by the tangible and
symbolic power of this creative work and research, a
power that draws on community connection. “That’s
the difference,” she says, “I sort of don’t have creative
license. T am acting on behalf of someone ... I'm
doing this for people. I'll go back and T'll say, have
[ got it right?

“Something about the physical manipulation as
part of the creative process for me takes my thinking
and my analysis deeper,” she adds. “Because you're
actually manipulating in a very real way the facts of
history; you're literally sewing them, or you're paint-
ing them, or you're carving them.

“There’s something about that process that I find
really compelling.” I8

ResearchLIFE 33



ON THE HORIZON

The engineering access program for aboriginal students in the faculty of engineering
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JUST THE FACTS

The Engineering Access Program has
graduated the most Indigenous engineers
in Canada: 99 and counting.

THE U OF M CURRENTLY HOLDS 40 CANADA RESEARCH CHAIRS,
THREE OF WHICH FOCUS ON MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE
TO INDIGENOUS CULTURE AND WELL-BEING.
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