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Welcome to the 2025-2026 edition of the University 
of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law Alumni Report. 

It is my pleasure once again to connect with our alumni 
and friends and to reflect on another remarkable year 
at the Faculty of Law. This has been a year of new 
beginnings, significant achievements in teaching and 
scholarship, and moments that have reminded us of 
the extraordinary people who have shaped Manitoba’s 
law school across generations.

One of our most important milestones was wel-
coming the inaugural cohort of the Internationally 
Trained Lawyer (ITL) Program. Seven internationally 
trained lawyers joined the Robson Hall community 
and brought with them legal education, professional 
experiences and perspectives from around the world. 
Studying alongside our JD students, they worked on 
completing the Canadian legal education require-
ments necessary to continue their legal careers in 
this country. Their arrival represents an important step 
in reducing barriers to professional accreditation, cre-
ating new pathways into Manitoba’s legal profession, 
and recognizing the experience and talent that inter-
nationally educated lawyers bring to our community.

Professor Brenda Gunn was appointed as the inau-
gural Phil Fontaine Professor in Indigenous Law and 

Economic Reconciliation, effective July 1, 2026. 
Named in honour of former Assembly of First Nations 
National Chief Phil Fontaine, the Professorship will 
advance scholarship, teaching, and engagement 
connecting Indigenous law, self-determination and 
economic reconciliation. Professor Gunn’s longstand-
ing leadership in scholarship and advocacy relating 
to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples makes her exceptionally well posi-
tioned to lead this important new area of work.

The Faculty of Law was proud to host the 2026 
Christian Legal Fellowship National Law Student 
Conference, bringing together students, practitioners 
and scholars from across Canada. Under the theme 
“Justice Without Borders, Faith Without Fear,” the 
conference explored faith, professional vocation, 
ethics and contemporary legal issues, reflecting our 
commitment to intellectual pluralism and rigorous, 
respectful engagement.

We also launched the Winograd Initiative for the Study 
of Contemporary Hate Speech & Antisemitism, made 
possible through the generosity of alumni Chuck and 
Libby Winograd. The inaugural Winograd Symposium 
on Law and Jewish Life brought students from univer-
sities across Canada to present original research on 
legal issues affecting Jewish life.

This year also gave us an opportunity to celebrate 
Professor John Irvine who retired this year. For more 
than five decades, John has contributed to the rule of 
law and the legal profession through teaching, schol-
arship and mentorship. Professor Irvine was named 
the 2026 recipient of the Richard J. Scott Award by 
the Law Society of Manitoba. At our Spring Reception, 
we were proud to bestow on him the designation 
of Eminent Jurist of Robson Hall. We congratulate 
Professor Irvine on these well-deserved recognitions.

Our year was also marked by profound sadness with 
the passing of our colleague Professor Karen Busby 
[JD/1981] in July 2026. Karen taught at Robson Hall for 
more than three decades and was an award-winning 
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educator and scholar, a dedicated advocate for equity 
and human rights, and the founding Director of the 
University of Manitoba’s Centre for Human Rights 
Research. Earlier this summer, we were privileged to 
recognize Karen as an Eminent Jurist of Robson Hall. 
Karen taught generations of students to ask not only 
what the law is but what justice requires it to become. 
We mourn her loss and will continue to honour her 
remarkable legacy in education, scholarship and 
advocacy.

At our Spring Reception in May, we celebrated our 
2026 Faculty of Law Alumni Award recipients: Frank 
Lavitt, K.C. [LLB/1979], Raven-Dominique Gobeil 
[JD/2019], and Evan Johnston [LLB/2002]. We also 
recognized and celebrated the many instructors, 
supervisors, coaches, mentors, and volunteers who 
generously educate the next generation of Manitoba 
lawyers.

At Robson Hall we are creating new pathways into the 
profession, building new areas of scholarship, cel-
ebrating extraordinary teachers and scholars, and 
strengthening our connections with the broader legal 
community. A law school is much more than a building 
or a program of study. It is a community of ideas and 
people extending across generations.

Our alumni are essential to that community. You 
mentor students, teach in our classrooms, super-
vise clinics and externships, coach advocacy teams, 
employ our graduates, and provide leadership 
throughout Manitoba and beyond. Your generosity 
makes new initiatives possible.

As we look ahead, I remain immensely proud of what 
Robson Hall represents: a place where tradition and 
innovation meet; where difficult questions can be 
examined with rigour and respect; and where legal 
education, research and service contribute to a more 
just society.

Robson Hall remains your law school and your life-
long intellectual home. I hope you will continue to stay 

connected to us and to one another.

With warm regards,

Dr. Richard Jochelson
Dean of the Faculty of Law
University of Manitoba
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(Published on UM Today News May 6, 2026 by Faculty 
of Law)

To celebrate the achievements of graduates, the 
Faculty of Law created the Faculty of Law Alumni 
Awards which are presented annually. Congratulations 
to the winners of the 2026 UM Law Alumni Awards:

•	 Frank Lavitt, K.C. [B.Comm/76; LLB/79], 
Outstanding Alumni Award

•	 Raven-Dominique Gobeil [BA/16; JD/19], 
Emerging Leader Award

•	 Evan Johnston [B.Comm/98; LLB/02], 
Trailblazer Award

The Outstanding Alumni AwardOutstanding Alumni Award honours a UM 
Law alum recognized for outstanding professional 
achievement in their legal career and who has shown 

dedication and commitment to the betterment of the 
legal profession while exhibiting the qualities of integ-
rity and professionalism.

The Emerging Leader AwardEmerging Leader Award honours a UM Law alum 
who has graduated within the last 10 years. This alum 
has shown dedication and commitment to the legal 
profession, and has the qualities of integrity, profes-
sionalism, and leadership in their time practicing law.

The Trailblazer AwardTrailblazer Award honours a UM Law alum who 
has excelled in a career outside the traditional prac-
tice of law.   This alum is a person of integrity and 
has demonstrated leadership and service to the 
community.

The awards were presented at the annual UM Law 
Spring reception on May 13, 2026.

Left to right: Evan Johnston [B.Comm/98; LLB/02], Raven-Dominique Gobeil [BA/16; JD/19], Frank Lavitt, K.C. 
[B.Comm/76; LLB/79].

Faculty of Law 2026 Alumni Award 
recipients announced
Celebrating three accomplished UM Law graduates

Alumni News 

https://umtoday.ca/stories/faculty-law-2026-alumni-award-recipients-announced
https://umtoday.ca/stories/faculty-law-2026-alumni-award-recipients-announced


Outstanding Alumni Award 
Frank Lavitt, K.C. [B.Comm/76; LLB/79]

Frank Lavitt, K.C. holds a Bachelor of Commerce 
(1976) and a Bachelor of Laws (1979) from the 
University of Manitoba. He is a partner at Thompson 
Dorfman Sweatman who practices primarily in the 
area of corporate and commercial tax, tax dispute 
resolution, corporate governance, wills, estates and 
trust law. He received the King’s Counsel designation 
in recognition of his outstanding practice, integrity and 
leadership as a lawyer who fosters excellence in the 
legal profession. He was also an inaugural appointee 
as a member of the Jurists of Robson Hall which the 
Faculty of Law initiated as a way of honouring and 
recognizing extraordinary service and commitment of 
members of the legal profession to the Faculty.

Beyond Robson Hall, Lavitt has also taught taxation 
law for the Law Society of Manitoba, the Asper School 
of Business, the Chartered Professional Accountants 
of Manitoba, Certified General Accountants, Canadian 
Tax Foundation, the Manitoba Bar Association, Tax 
Video News and elsewhere. He currently teaches the 
third-year corporate tax course and second-year intro-
ductory income tax and policy course at the Faculty 
of Law. 

Lavitt holds designations of CPA (Hon) and CGA (Hon) 
in addition to his Bachelor of Commerce and Bachelor 
of Laws degrees, as well as a TEP (Trust and Estate 
Practitioner) designation. 

Apart from receiving the “Best Lawyers” Tax Lawyer 
of the Year award in 2012, 2016 and 2018, Frank has 
also been recognized in his community, receiving the 
Islamic Social Services Association ISSA Award in 
2015, the City of Winnipeg Community Service Award 
in 2019, and becoming a Sarah Sommer Chai Folk 
Ensemble Concert Honouree in 2017.

One of Lavitt’s nominators, Jim Ripley, a colleague 
at TDS and law school classmate, attested to Lavitt’s 
contributions to education in his chosen fields of tax 
and estates as being “exceptional.”

“Frank is well known as an imaginative and effective 
lawyer,” Ripley said. “He is remarkably knowledgeable 
in the areas of tax, wills and estates and trusts. His 
reputation has deservedly brought him many loyal 
clients and numerous high-ranking designations from 
the lawyer rating agencies.”

Ripley emphasised Lavitt’s kindness and career-long 
dedication to the betterment of the legal profession, 
concluding that, “he is manifestly deserving of the 
Outstanding Alumni Award.”

Emerging Leader Award
Raven-Dominique Gobeil [BA/16; JD/19]

Raven-Dominique Gobeil is an Anishinaabe lawyer 
from the Poplar River First Nation in Treaty 5. She 
graduated from the University of Manitoba Faculty of 
Law in 2019, was called to the Manitoba Bar in 2020 
and is currently an Associate at the law firm of DD 
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West LLP. Her areas of practice include Municipal law, 
Indigenous law, Aboriginal law and child protection. 

Several boards and committees she serves on in 
the Winnipeg community include the University 
of Manitoba Faculty of Law Indigenous Category 
Admissions panel, the University of Manitoba Faculty 
of Law Truth and Reconciliation Action Team, and 
the Manitoba Teachers Professional Conduct Review 
panel.

In addition to her legal practice, she serves as a nego-
tiator for the National Children’s Chief Commission 
assisting in the long-term reform agreement for 
Jordan’s Principle and the First Nations Child and 
Family Services program. Gobeil’s former instructor 
Allison Fenske, Director of the University of Manitoba 
Community Law Centre, described this as “One of 
the most compelling components of her legal work,” 
adding, “Her work in this arena is deeply connected 
to her own integrity and professionalism and her place 
as a leader in our profession.”

Further, Gobeil has spoken out publicly, electing to 
have herself named in a recently reported provincial 
court decision as a survivor of childhood sexual abuse, 
breaking a barrier of shame and silence. In choosing to 
be named, and in making a victim impact statement, 
Fenske said, “she has made visible the trauma that 
so many survivors carry in private and helped shift the 
culture of law and justice toward greater openness, 
inclusion and healing.”

As she forges ahead with her legal career, Gobeil 
shares a few words of advice for law students: "Don't 
stress about things that are out of your control. Be kind 
to everyone and do your best with the cards you've 
been dealt."

Trailblazer Award
Evan Johnston [B.Comm/98; LLB/02],

With a Bachelor of Commerce (1998) and a Bachelor 
of Laws (2002) from the University of Manitoba, Evan 
Johnston began his career as a corporate lawyer in 
Vancouver, focusing on technology. He earned his CFA 
designation and after spending two summers at the 
United Nations in New York City, he joined a securiti-
zation practice at Clifford Chance in London, England, 
the world’s largest international law firm. Johnston 
joined Blakes’ Securities practice in Calgary upon 
returning to Canada, and in 2016, joined Wawanesa 
as its Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer. 
He stepped into the role of President and CEO of The 

Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company on January 
1, 2025.

Since his years as a law student at Robson Hall where 
he received multiple academic awards including 
making the Dean’s Honour List and achieving high-
est standing in Business and Finance Law, he was 
presented with the King Charles III Coronation Medal 
in 2025 for his impactful work with the Canada Games 
Movement, and a Transition to Business Award from 
the Canadian Corporate Counsel Association. He cur-
rently sits on numerous boards besides the Wawanesa 
Mutual Insurance Company, including the Insurance 

Bureau of Canada, and is a member of the Campaign 
Cabinet for the United Way, Winnipeg.

Johnston’s colleague, James Ludlow, President of 
True North Real Estate Development, describes him 
as going above and beyond in his work to develop 
Wawanesa as a company, bringing “strategic foresight 
and a strong moral compass in upholding the highest 
ethical standards to the profession, Wawanesa and 
its employees.” 

Ludlow shared, “To me, Evan exemplifies the qualities 
of an inspiring leader and a dedicated professional. 
His efforts not only enhance the reputation of legal 
professionals but also reflect the critical role of a legal 
education in driving broader organizational success.”

Reflecting back on his career path, Johnston shared 
some thoughts for current law students to consider: 
“Your career won’t be linear - focus on your values, 
serve your community, build real relationships, and 
stay open to opportunities beyond your original plan.” 

n
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2027 Alumni Awards

The Faculty of Law Alumni Awards celebrate the achievements of UM Law graduates in 
the JD (formerly LLB) program.  Recipients are nominated by alumni and the selection 
committee is made up of law alumni. There are three categories to nominate your 
fellow alumni:

Outstanding Alumni Award – Honours a UM Law alum recognized for 
outstanding professional achievement in their legal career

 Emerging Leader Award – Honours a UM Law alum who graduated within 
the last 10 years

 Trailblazer Award – Honours a UM Law alum who has excelled in a career 
outside the traditional practice of law (ie. is no longer practicing).

Nominations will open in January, 2027 and the nomination process is quite easy.  
Consider nominating a classmate or fellow alum to celebrate their accomplishments! 
Awards will be presented at the Law Spring reception scheduled for April 2027.

Please visit our website for a list of past alumni award winners.

For more information, contact: law.alumni@umanitoba.ca

mailto:law.alumni%40umanitoba.ca?subject=
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1970s

Rod Senft, O.C., C.M. [LLB/1970]   Appointed to 
the Order of Canada 

Lawrence Cherrett [LLB/1978]   Inducted into the 
Manitoba Rugby Hall of Fame

Frank Lavitt, KC	[LLB/1979]   2026 Faculty of Law 
Outstanding Alumni award

1980s

Marcia Kran [LLB/1980]  Awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Laws from the University of Manitoba 

L. Kerry Vickar [LLB/1980]  Awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Laws from the University of Manitoba	

Norman Yusim [LLB/1980]  Awarded Canadian Bar 
Association’s Volunteer in Profile award  

Sherri Walsh  [LLB/1985]   Appointed Manitoba’s 
Ethics Commissioner 

1990s

Kyle Dear [LLB/1999]   President of the Law Society 
of Manitoba (2025-2026)

Jennifer Jones [LLB/1999]   Published her memoir 
Rock Star reflecting on her life and successful curl-
ing career

2000s

Lorena Sekwan Fontaine [LLB/2000]   2026 
University of Manitoba Distinguished Alumni award 
for Academic Innovation 

Evan Johnston [LLB/2002]   2026 Faculty of Law 
Alumni Award for Trailblazer 

Evan Johnston [LLB/2002]   Canadian Bar 
Association “Transition to Business” Award 

Honourable Jonathan Woolley [LLB/2002]   
Appointed a Justice of the Court of King’s Bench of 
Manitoba 

Honourable Luke Bernas  [LLB/2005]  Appointed 
an Associate Judge of the Court of King’s Bench in 
Manitoba 

Honourable Jerilee Ryle [LLB/2005]   Appointed as 
the first Associate Chief Judge of Reconciliation of 
the Provincial Court of Manitoba 

Honourable Cheryl Siran [LLB/2005]   Appointed a 
Judge of the Superior Court of Justice of Ontario in 
Kenora 

Chief Season Roulette  [LLB/2007]   Elected Chief 
of Norway House Cree Nation 

Stacey Soldier [LLB/2007]   President of the 
Manitoba Bar Association (2025-2026)

Stacey Soldier [LLB/2007]   Noted on Ace Burpee’s 
Top 100 Most Fascinating Manitobans of 2025

Alumni Class Notes

Marcia V.J. Kran [LLB/1980]
Photo: Richard K. Paisley
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2010s

Honourable David Ireland   [LLB/2010, LLM/2014]  
Appointed an Associate Chief Judge of the 
Provincial Court of Manitoba

Genevieve Mushaluk [JD/2016]   Competed in 
“Survivor 50: In the Hands of the Fans”

Raven-Dominique Gobeil [JD/2019]   2026 Faculty 
of Law Emerging leader award

2020s

Humaira Jaleel [JD/2025]  Noted on Ace Burpee’s 
Top 100 Most Fascinating Manitobans of 2025

Chief Tréchelle Bunn [JD/2026]  Elected Chief of 
Birdtail Sioux Dakota Nation 

Chief Tréchelle Bunn [JD/2026]  2025 University 
of Manitoba Distinguished Alumni Award for 
Outstanding Young Alumni 

Chief Tréchelle Bunn [JD/2026]   Noted on Ace 
Burpee’s Top 100 Most Fascinating Manitobans of 
2025

Joshua Gandier [JD/2026]   Noted on Ace Burpee’s 
Top 100 Most Fascinating Manitobans of 2025  n

Chief Tréchelle Bunn [JD/2026]

Stacey Soldier [LLB/2007] interviews Toronto criminal defence lawyer Marie Henein in 2025 at Robson Hall’s podcast 
studio in the MLT Aikins Classroom for an episode of the Robson Radio podcast.

Let us know of all your alumni news  
and accomplishments! 

Email us: law.alumni@umanitoba.ca
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Submitted by Tom Thompson on behalf of the organizing 
committee of himself, Laurie Allen, Paul Brett, Kerrie 
Halprin, Shawn Greenberg and Laurie Shapiro

The weekend of October 24-25, 2025 was truly a 
dream come true for members of the University of 
Manitoba Faculty of Law graduating class of 1975. To 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of our graduation, we 
held a class reunion in Winnipeg. More than 50 of the 
83 surviving members of the class were able to attend 
at least one of the celebratory events. A number of 

other classmates were prevented from attending due 
to health reasons.

The two days of the reunion were action-packed. The 
first activity was a tour of Robson Hall conducted by 
Trina McFadyen [LLB/2000] and two current law stu-
dents. Several classmates commented to me on how 
young the students looked. My response was “What 
are they thinking when they look at us?” The tour was 
a mixture of nostalgia - many of us had not been in 
the building for 50 years - and a sense of awe at the 
technical advances which have been made.

ALUMNI REUNIONS
CLASS OF 1975 REUNION

Faculty of Law Class of 1975

The University of Manitoba turns 150 years old in 2027. Send in your class 
notes today! Visit the UM 150 website for more information.

https://umanitoba.ca/um-150
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In some ways, the “classmates only” get-together on 
the evening of October 24 was the high-water mark of 
the celebration. It was graciously hosted and catered 
by Garth and Judith Steek and their family. Upon 
arrival, each classmate was presented with a lanyard 
comprised of their 1975 graduation photo and their 
name (in big print!). As we mingled and reminisced, 
often emotionally, we were able to reflect on the large 
photos of our 1975 graduation as well as our 20th and 
30th anniversaries, and took a new group photo for 
our 50th anniversary.

On October 25, female classmates gathered for lunch 
at the home of Laurie Allen. They reflected on their law 
school days, their careers and the dramatically altered 
role of women in the legal profession over the last 50 
years. In an era where many Law School classes have 
more women than men, it becomes easy to forget that 
our 1975 class had more women than had ever been 
in the entire Law School! Oh, how times have changed.

While the women were convening, some of the men 
visited local classmates who were unable to attend 

events due to health reasons. We got photos of them 
to include in our commemorative book.

The final event was a get together for classmates and 
their spouses graciously hosted by Kerrie Halprin and 
Richard Leipsic. This was another once-in-a-lifetime 
experience in a very different atmosphere from the 
previous evening. Emotion was replaced by pure 
joy. The prevailing sound was laughter. Master of 
Ceremonies Ken Zaifman read portions of his 1975 
valedictory speech and updated it with reflections of 
the ensuing 50 years.

My two enduring memories of the weekend were how 
people were obviously enjoying themselves and that 
I had substantial personal conversations with class-
mates whom I had never really spoken with.

It was truly a labour of love for our Committee to make 
this reunion happen and to produce a commemorative 
book including photos from 1975-2025.  n

KEEP IN TOUCH
We love hearing from UM Faculty of Law alumni! Please share your 

news, stories, and memories with us using the QR code below

SCAN TO UPDATE 
YOUR INFORMATION
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LET’S GET PLANNING! 

Contact UM Alumni Relations today:
(204) 474-9946 

CELEBRATE THE MEMORIES THAT HELPED SHAPE YOU — AND CREATE NEW ONES. 

ORGANIZE A REUNION 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA IN 2026

Reunite with classmates, teammates, or friends from your time at the University of Manitoba.  
If you graduated from UM in a year ending in 6 or 1, it’s a milestone reunion year – the perfect time  

to gather and celebrate! Whether you’re marking a milestone or simply want to reconnect,  
we’ll help you make it easy and fun!

HOW TO GET STARTED:

4 5

FORM A SMALL 
PLANNING  

COMMITTEE:   
Gather a few  
enthusiastic  

classmates to help 
share the work  
(and the fun).

SURVEY  
CLASSMATES:   

Find out who’s  
interested and what 

activities they’d enjoy.

 
 

CHOOSE A DATE 
AND LOCATION:  
 Homecoming 2026 
(September 18-26)  

is a popular time  
to gather, but you can 
choose a time or place 

that suits your  
group best.  

PLAN YOUR 
EVENT:   

From a simple coffee 
meet-up to a weekend 

full of activities,  
we’ll help you plan  

the perfect reunion. 

 

SPREAD THE 
WORD:   

Use email, mail,  
phone calls and social 
media –we’ll help you  
reconnect with your 

classmates and  
encourage early 

RSVPs.

1 2 3

Ready to get started? We’re excited to help you create new memories. 

SAVE THE DATE  
Homecoming Weekend and Bisons Block Party 2026:   

September 18-26, 2026
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Sidney Green [LLB/1955]  
Died June 7, 2026

Honourable Gerald Jewers [LLB/1955; LLM/1958] 
Died February 2, 2026

Leon Nicholas Mercury, KC [LLB/1956]		   
Died February 25, 2026

Arthur Wortzman [LLB/1956]		   
Died December 21, 2025

Mel Myers, KC [LLB/1961]		   
Died March 24, 2026

Honourable Frederick Coward [LLB/1963]	  
Died February 22, 2026

Sidney (Sid) Lachter [LLB/1964]	 
Died May 12, 2026

James McLaren Halley, KC [LLB/1966]   
Died May 18, 2025

Honourable Morris Kaufman [LLB/1967]	  
Died October 2, 2025

Morris Harvey Smeltz, KC [LLB/1967]		
Died May 6, 2025

Larry William Ring [LLB/1968]		   
Died June 14, 2026

Donald Sigurd Fjeldsted [LLB/1970]		   
Died December 25, 2024

Frank Albert Gustav Johnson [LLB/1971]	 
Died June 10, 2025

Edward Lipsett [LLB/1972]	  
Died March 13, 2025

Walter Thiessen [LLB/1972]		   
Died June 27, 2025

Edwin Kenneth Morrison [LLB/1973]		
Died August 26, 2025

Richard Lewis Cassidy [LLB/1975]		   
Died May 16, 2026

Bjorn Neil Johannson [LLB/1977] 
Died September 3, 2025

Michael (Mike) J. Watson, KC [LLB/1977]	 
Died May 24, 2026

Gregory R. Rodin, KC [LLB/1978]		   
Died January 18, 2026

James Edward Gordon Fielder [LLB/1980] 
Died March 25, 2025

Robert B. Giesbrecht [LLB/1980]		  
Died July 22, 2026

Marcia V. Kran [LLB/1980; LLD 2026]	  
Died January 17, 2026

Karen Busby [JD/1981]		   
Died July 23, 2026

Robert Douglas Tonn [LLB/1981]		  
Died May 21, 2026

Brenda K. Matte	 [LLB/1984]		   
Died January 23, 2026

Brian R. Bell [LLB/1989]		  
Died January 19, 2026

Pierette A. Hebert [LLB/1999]		   
Died October 24, 2025

u

In Memoriam
Since the last publication of the Alumni Magazine in Fall 2025, the Robson Hall community lost a 
number of cherished alumni.  We hold their memories dear and celebrate their many accomplishments.  
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Use email, mail,  
phone calls and social 
media –we’ll help you  
reconnect with your 

classmates and  
encourage early 

RSVPs.

1 2 3

Ready to get started? We’re excited to help you create new memories. 

SAVE THE DATE  
Homecoming Weekend and Bisons Block Party 2026:   

September 18-26, 2026
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PROFESSOR KAREN BUSBY TEACHING AT ROBSON HALL. PHOTO BY IAN MCCAUSLAND.

Remembering Professor Karen Busby
Beloved professor left indelible mark on Faculty of Law community.

by Faculty of Law

Professor Karen Busby (September 17, 1958 –July 
23, 2026) was an award-winning educator, scholar 
and dedicated advocate for equity and human rights 
who taught at Robson Hall for over 30 years. The 
Faculty of Law extends deepest condolences to her 
family, friends, students, and colleagues who were 
inspired and influenced by her legacy. Her presence 
had a profound impact on the community at Robson 
Hall, the Manitoba legal community and beyond.

She joined the Faculty of Law at the University of 
Manitoba in 1988, and was the founding director 
of the University of Manitoba’s Centre for Human 
Rights Research in 2010. Among her many awards 
were the  Barney Sneiderman Award for Teaching 

Excellence (2018) the Dr. And Mrs. H.H. Saunderson 
Award for Excellence in Teaching (2015), and the 
Canadian Bar Association “Hero” Award (2006). 
Earlier this summer, the Faculty of Law was honoured 
to designate her an Eminent Jurist of Robson Hall, in 
recognition of and appreciation for her extraordinary 
contributions to legal education, public scholarship, 
and human rights advocacy.

From her earliest days as a law student to her decade 
of leadership as the inaugural Director of the Centre 
for Human Rights Research, she devoted her life to 
the pursuit of justice, substantive equality, human 
dignity, and the rule of law. She taught generations of 
students not merely what the law is, but what it ought 
to be. Whether explaining the complexities of constitu-
tional principles, advancing the cause of substantive 
equality, advocating for survivors of sexual violence, or 
guiding students through the intricacies of the King's 
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Bench Rules, she brought the same intellectual rigour, 
generosity, and sense of purpose to every endeavour.

Her legacy will continue to inspire generations of legal 
scholars and practitioners to uphold the highest stan-
dards of integrity, compassion, and social justice.

Learn more about Karen’s beautiful life.

A Celebration of Life has taken place. A video of the 
celebration is posted at the above memorial page 
dedicated to Karen, following the celebration.

In lieu of flowers, you are invited to donate to the Karen 
Busby Award in Law, University of Manitoba.   n

“From her earliest days as a law 

student to her decade of leadership 

as the inaugural Director of the 

Centre for Human Rights Research, 

she devoted her life to the pursuit 

of justice, substantive equality, 

human dignity, and the rule of law. 

She taught generations of students 

not merely what the law is, but what 

it ought to be. Whether explaining 

the complexities of constitutional 

principles, advancing the cause of 

substantive equality, advocating 

for survivors of sexual violence, 

or guiding students through the 

intricacies of the King's Bench 

Rules, she brought the same 

intellectual rigour, generosity, 

and sense of purpose to every 

endeavour.

”
 

https://karenbusby.ca
https://karenbusby.ca
https://karenbusby.ca
https://umanitoba.ca/giving/give-today
https://umanitoba.ca/giving/give-today
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by Faculty of Law

With excerpts from the December 21, 2020 UM Today 
story, “Fifty Years of Teaching Law: An Interview with 
Lord John Irvine.”

Thousands of law students who have passed 
through Robson Hall since 1970 will have been taught 
by Professor John Irvine in the subject areas of torts, 
property law, jurisprudence, and legal systems. The 

Faculty’s beloved British gentleman officially retired 
on July 1, 2026.

“For more than five decades, he has been one of the 
central figures in shaping legal education at Robson 
Hall,” said Dr. Richard Jochelson, Dean of Law, when 
announcing Irvine’s retirement earlier this year. 
“Generations of students first encountered the dis-
cipline, rigour, and seriousness of legal reasoning in 
his classroom. Through his teaching in foundational 
subjects such as torts, property, and jurisprudence, 
he introduced students not only to legal doctrine, but 

Professor John Irvine officially retired July 1, 2026 after teaching at the Faculty of Law for 56 years. Photo by 
Christine Mazur.

A Robson Hall legend retires
Honouring Professor John Irvine

Faculty of Law News 

https://perma.cc/G92G-GGHR
https://perma.cc/G92G-GGHR
https://news.umanitoba.ca/from-one-legendary-canadian-advocate-to-another/
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to the habits of mind and standards of professionalism 
that sustain a legal system worthy of public trust.”

Beyond the classroom, Irvine’s scholarship, partic-
ularly in private law and medical law, has enriched 
legal understanding both within the academy and 
among practitioners, Jochelson added, noting that 
his work “reflects a sustained engagement with 
questions of responsibility, fairness, and institutional 
accountability.”

Irvine is also well-known and appreciated by many 
lawyers, judges, and leaders across Manitoba and 
beyond for his mentorship, whose professional iden-
tities were shaped by his guidance, encouragement, 
and example. “In a very real sense, his life’s work 
has helped form the legal profession in this province, 
cohort by cohort,” said Jochelson.

John Irvine was born at Leamington Spa near Stratford-
upon-Avon and Coventry. He grew up in Kenilworth, 
Warwickshire, later studying law at Oxford University. 
Eventually, he sailed to America to teach at a law 
school in Connecticut. At the time (the late 1960s), 
North American law schools were recruiting young 
British legal scholars, and the Manitoba law school’s 
dean, Cliff Edwards, was on the lookout to fill the new-
ly-built Robson Hall with good legal educators. Starting 
in 1970, Irvine initially taught for four years before 
returning to England for a year. Personal loyalties drew 
him back to Winnipeg in 1975 and he remained for 
good.

In a 2020 interview with the Faculty of Law celebrating 
his 50th anniversary teaching at Robson Hall, Irvine 
shared that what he enjoys most about teaching is 
“that moment when the penny drops,” witnessing 
students finally coming to understand legal concepts.

“Anyone wanting to teach law should consider Torts,” 
he advised, adding that it was his favourite subject 
because it is so diverse and interesting. Property law, 
especially real property, was his other favourite sub-
ject because it is so medieval, curious, and “quite 
absorbing.”

A story about Professor Irvine is not complete with-
out mention of his rural lifestyle, especially since so 
many students cherish memories of him showing up 
to teach class in overalls and muddy boots. Faculty 
of Law yearbooks dating back to his earliest teach-
ing days contain gentle ribbing about his dedicated 

farming life on an acreage outside of the city. Over the 
years, he has raised horses, cows, poultry, deer, and 
is an avid birder.

Recipient of the 2026 Richard J. Scott Award

On the eve of his retirement, Irvine was nominated for 
the Manitoba Law Society’s Richard J. Scott Award, an 
honour recognizing contributions that strengthen the 
rule of law and the legal profession. “The rule of law is 
built not only in courtrooms, but also in classrooms, 
through scholarship, and in the daily transmission of 
professional values. Professor Irvine’s career reflects 
these ideals in a profound and lasting way,” said 
Jochelson.

The Dean concluded, “Professor Irvine’s contribu-
tion to Robson Hall has been quiet, foundational, and 
extraordinary. On behalf of the Faculty of Law, I extend 
our deepest gratitude for his many years of service to 
the law school, to our students, and to the profession. 
His legacy will endure in the institution he helped build 
and in the many individuals he has influenced.” n

“Professor Irvine's 

contribution to Robson Hall 

has been quiet, foundational 

and extraordinary.

– Dr. Richard Jochelson

    Dean of Law

”
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Robson Hall   
2025–2026 HIGHLIGHTS

  �First-year law students starting at Robson Hall in 
September, 2025. Photo by Adam Dolman.

WELCOME TO LAW SCHOOL 2025 —The incoming first-year 
law students had the privilege of hearing from all three Manitoba 
Chief Justices on their first day at Robson Hall, along with the 
Presidents of the Law Society of Manitoba and the Manitoba Bar 
Association and the Program Director of Law(yer) Strong.  During 
Orientation Week the students were also given a tour of the National 
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, and heard a moving talk from 
the Honourable Senator Mary Jane McCallum  

NEW PROGRAM — UM Law’s inaugural 
cohort of the Internationally Trained Lawyer 
Program began their studies to meet the nec-
essary requirements to practice law in Canada. 
The seven classmates had already been to law 
school in other countries and in many cases had 
practiced law before coming to Canada. 

GRADUATE PROGRAMS — UM Law 
welcomed nine students to the Master of Laws 
program and 22 students into the Master of 
Human Rights program.

INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES—During the Fall 
term, four students from the third-year class studied abroad in 
Denmark, Ireland, or the Netherlands. These students were partic-
ipating in the University of Manitoba Student Exchange program 
which allowed them to earn credits towards their JD degree.  
During his studies in the Netherlands, Jayden Kyryluk [JD/2026] 
had the opportunity to meet Judge Kimberly Prost [LLB/1981] 
of the International Criminal Court in The Hague.  Jayden wrote 
about his experiences studying international law at Radboud 
University in Nijmegen, Netherlands and meeting Judge Prost in 
the Desautels Business Law Accelerator blog.

https://www.desautelscentre.ca/a-meeting-with-icc-judge-kimberly-prost/
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  �The 2025 Pitblado Scholars with Jim and  
Sandra Pitblado. Photo by Mike Latschislaw.

PITBLADO SCHOLARS—The annual 
Pitblado Scholars reception was held on 
September 25 to recognize students named 
to the Dean’s Honour List.

MEET THE MANITOBA EMPLOYERS—Twenty-
seven Manitoba employers met with Robson Hall 
students over the two days in October for the “Meet 
the Manitoba Employers” event held at the law school. 
The event gets bigger every year!

FEDERAL COURT OF APPEAL—The law school 
was honoured to welcome the entire Federal Court of 
Appeal on October 15 for a talk on clerkship opportu-
nities, followed by a reception.

NEGOTIATIONS—Fillmore Riley sponsored the 
20th Annual Robson Hall Negotiation Competition 
on October 14, providing top-performing 3L students 
a chance to display their dispute resolution and 
deal-making skills.

FEDERAL COURT HEARING—The Federal Court of 
Canada held a virtual judicial review hearing at Robson 
Hall on October 30 with the Honourable Justice Roger 
Lafrenière [LLB/82] presiding in person.

SCC JUSTICE MARTIN—Robson Hall welcomed the 
Honourable Justice Sheilah Martin of the Supreme 
Court of Canada for a public lecture followed by a 
question and answer session and reception.

  �The Honourable Justice Sheilah Martin, Supreme Court of 
Canada.
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GRADUATE RESEARCH—The Master of Human Rights 
program held its annual Research Symposium on February 
3 which allows second year students to present their 
research. Those in attendance also heard from guest speak-
ers the Honourable Roméo Dallaire, Métis Elder Norman 
Meade, and journalist Bartley Kives.

  �Master of Human Rights students presented their major papers at 
the program’s annual Symposium. Former Canadian senator and lieu-
tenant-general of the Canadian Armed Forces, The Honourable Roméo 
Dallaire, was the keynote speaker. Photo by Maddy Nowosad.

�Team Manitoba (left to right): Eric Wagner, Sameer Harris, Jasmine 
Yakabowich, Marianne Hofmann (researcher), Cole Cornies. Photo 
submitted by team.

CALGARY EMPLOYERS—Ten employers from 
Calgary came to Winnipeg for a networking event on 
November 20. While the majority of UM Law students 
stay in Manitoba to article, the next biggest market is 
Calgary.

BUSINESS LAW COMPETITION—The 4th Annual Art 
Braid Business Law Case Competition took place on 
March 20 at Thompson Dorfman Sweatman.

MOST FASCINATING ALUMNI—Ace Burpee’s list of 
the Top 100 Most Fascinating Manitobans mentioned 
four UM law alumni (two of whom were still students 
at the time!): Stacey Soldier [JD/2007], Humaira 
Jaleel [JD/2025], Tréchelle Bunn [JD/2026], and Josh 
Gandier [JD/2026]. 

SANKOFA LECTURE—This annual event in honour 
of Black History Month was held on February 12 with 
keynote speaker The Honourable Justice Chidinma B. 
Thompson of the Court of King’s Bench in Alberta

MOOTING EXCELLENCE—In February, Team Robson 
Hall won the Harold G. Fox Moot with a member of 
the team (Sameer Harris) being named Best Oral 
Advocate of this intellectual property mooting compe-
tition!  Sameer Harris [JD/2026], Jasmine Yakabowich 
[JD/2026], Marianne Hoffman [JD/2026], along with 
second year students Cole Cornies and Eric Wagner, 
did an exceptional job at the moot and were expertly 
coached by John Myers [JD/1990],  Julia Ryckman 
[JD/2016], and Kelsey Desjardine
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  �The first cohort to complete the Micro-Diploma in Canadian Public Law 
in the Internationally Trained Lawyer program. Left to right: Dr. Richard 
Jochelson, Dean; Luis Manuel Trejo Linares; Waseem Ahmed; Oluwafisayo 
Stephen Ayita; program director Laurelle Harris, K.C. [LLB/2001]; Sofia 
Shoukat; Rolan Tan; Andrew Wildes.

Faculty of Law Class of 2026. Photo by Christine Mazur.

 �Left to right: Sarah Shuttleworth, MILSA [JD/2026]; Austin Lees, 
MLSA [JD/2026]; The Honourable Andromache Karakatsanis; Dr. 
Richard Jochelson, Dean of Law.

SCC JUSTICE KARAKATSANIS—On March 5, the 
Honourable Justice Andromache Karakatsanis of the 
Supreme Court of Canada gave a lecture on the Rule of 
Law to a packed Moot Courtroom. Justice Karakatsanis 
then graciously agreed to be interviewed for the Robson 
Radio podcast. You can find recordings of each on 
YouTube.

	 •  Listen to Justice Karakatsanis’ lecture.
	 •  Listen to her conversation with Natasha Brown 

[LLB/2005] and Allison Fenske [LLB/2007] on 
the Robson Radio podcast.

CONVOCATION—The entire Robson Hall commu-
nity celebrated the convocation of the JD, LLM, and 
MHR students who received their degrees on June 5, 
followed by a reception at the law school for friends 
and family.

ANOTHER TERM—Dean Richard Jochelson officially 
started his second five-year term as Dean on July 1.

SPRING RECEPTION—The annual Robson Hall 
Spring reception honoured Robson Hall’s many 
instructors, volunteers, moot and negotiation coaches 
and judges, externship and PBSC supervisors, and 
external partners. Awards were also handed out to 
the 2026 Alumni Award winners Frank Lavitt, KC 
[LLB/1979], Raven-Dominique Gobeil [JD/2019], 
and Evan Johnston [LLB/2002]. Also honoured was 
retiring law school legend Professor John Irvine. Please 
read more about the alumni award winners on p.6 and 
Professor Irvine on p.18.

BLANKETING CEREMONY—The largest graduating 
class of Indigenous law students were celebrated in 
a Blanketing Ceremony on June 6.  Please read more 
about the event on p. 29. 

ITL COHORT—A reception was held on June 4 for the six stu-
dents who completed the Micro-Diploma in Canadian Public 
Law as part of the first cohort in the Internationally Trained 
Lawyer program 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tnzsn4QZow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-DG05rbdgc
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https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4PZa1lJYtynfk9PDE7RvNbuXE0CsdNyc
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MARIANNA POZDIRCA

  Class of 2026 Gold Medalist

  Articling at BLG in Calgary  

“A favourite memory of Robson Hall was competing in the Harold G. 
Fox Intellectual Property Moot. Our coaches - Julia Ryckman, Kelsey 
Desjardine, and John Myers - showered us with so much support and 
guidance. My teammates - Jordan Wagner, Maria Pepelassis, and Steven 
Csincsa - and I shared a mutual trust and friendship that led to an incred-
ible and successful experience, including winning the inaugural Ronald 
E. Dimock Award for Spirit of the Moot.” 

CHIEF TRÉCHELLE BUNN 

  During 2L was elected Chief of Birdtail Sioux Dakota Nation, the 
first woman and youngest person ever to hold that role

  Tréchelle plans to serve her people and community for the rest of 
her life in whatever capacity she is called to.

“I am leaving law school with the same group of people I sat beside in 1L, 
and they have truly become my best friends. Their support and connection 
mean everything to me and made this journey so much more meaningful. 
I would also highlight my time playing with the Robson Hall Jets and 
winning the Cross Border Classic in 1L and 2L. No comment on our 
performance this year.”

JESSIE CANARD 

  In 2L created a mural at Robson Hall titled “Turtle Island” which 
depicts the Turtle from the Seven Sacred Grandfather teachings, 
embodying the importance of truth

  Articling at the University of Manitoba Faculty of Law

“The law class I loved most was my environmental law course. Learning 
about the concept of natural entities, such as rivers and lakes, becoming 
their own legal person gives me hope that the rights of nature will be 
respected more seriously, since our environment supports life for all living 
things. I think it's cool that they could have their own voice.”

NEWEST ALUMNI—MEET A FEW 
MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2026 
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KAITLYN CLARKE

  VP Internal (Métis) for the Manitoba Indigenous Law Students 
Association

  Articling at Legal Aid Manitoba in Winnipeg 

“The UM Community Law Centre externship offered such a diverse 
experience, from weekly lectures learning practical information about the 
court process, file management, and articling to the clinical work where 
I managed my own criminal defence and prison law files, assisted on 
bigger criminal files, and made connections with lawyers. The UMCLC 
really confirmed for me that I am in the right profession.”

YOMNA EID 

  Part of the French concentration in law school

  Clerking with the Superior Court of Justice in Ottawa and then 
pursuing a Civil Law degree at the University of Ottawa.

“My favourite class was a two-way tie between Advocacy and the 
Provincial Court of Manitoba Externship! The idea of being a court-
room lawyer terrified my introverted 1L self, but the Advocacy course 
completely changed my perspective. It taught me that there is no single 
way to be a great advocate. The Provincial Court of Manitoba Externship 
had a similar impact on me. Observing court proceedings, speaking with 
judges, and watching lawyers in action made me genuinely excited about 
the idea of one day being in court myself.”

ANIKA FRIESEN

  Member of the Black Law Students Association

  Articling at Legal Aid Manitoba in Winnipeg

“Mental Health and Criminal Law was a favourite course. During one of 
the classes we went to the Manitoba Youth Centre and it was there that I 
realized I really wanted to work in youth criminal defence - it solidified 
a lot of decisions I made for my final year of law school and articling.”
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JOSH GANDIER

  VP Finance for the Manitoba Indigenous Law Students Association

  Articling at Hall & Larocque in Winnipeg 

 “My favourite memories at Robson Hall would have to be the law 
league curling on Fridays or weekly intermural basketball games with 
Robson Hall’s Case Closers.”

JANELL JACKSON 

  VP External (First Nations) for the Manitoba Indigenous Law 
Students Association

“Legal Negotiations was the class I had the most fun in. I enjoyed learn-
ing different strategies and the autonomy we were afforded in applying 
that theoretically. It was a very engaging class and one that I felt the 
most personal development in because of the practical side of actually 
stepping into a negotiation. It reminded me of when I served as an elected 
official for our First Nation back home.”

JAYDEN KYRYLUK

  In 2L interned with the Extraordinary Chambers in the 
Courts of Cambodia, and in 3L took part in the academic 
exchange to Nijmegen, Netherlands

  Articling at Fillmore Riley in Winnipeg

“I wish someone had told me that it’s totally possible to keep your 
hobbies and interests alive throughout law school, and that law 
will actually help you develop them even further!”
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AUSTIN LEES

  President of the Manitoba Law Students Association

  Articling with the Department of Justice in Ottawa 

“Before I started law school, I wish someone had told me just how warm 
and welcoming Robson Hall truly is, it's far less competitive than the 
reputation law schools carry, and the community here genuinely looks 
out for one another.”

STEF LEWIS 

  Took part in the Northern Externship to live and work in Thompson, 
MB

  Articling at Stringam Law in Calgary

“Evidence with Professor Trask was a game changer for me. Learning 
the rules and tactics of evidence made the law feel like a strategic chess 
match, and it shaped how I approached access to justice work. I applied 
many of those lessons while working in northern communities, especially 
when advocating for bail and speaking directly with Crown attorneys.”

KATIE MCKENZIE

  President of the Robson Hall Business Law Group

  Articling at Fasken in Calgary

 “A favourite course was Indigenous Economic Development and 
the Law. The course deepened my understanding of contemporary 
issues facing Indigenous peoples and explored how the law can 
serve as a tool to support nations’ economic self-determination 
and development. The class was especially impactful because it 
broadened my perspective on meaningful ways to engage with 
Indigenous legal issues outside of litigation.”
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BLANKETING CEREMONY FOR 
GRADUATING INDIGENOUS STUDENTS

Class of 2026 Indigenous law students at the first annual Graduation Blanketing Ceremony with Master of 
Ceremonies, Danielle Morrison [JD/2019]. Photo by Rebecca Smith.

by Trina McFadyen and Sarah Shuttleworth

The Class of 2026 saw a record number of 
Indigenous law students graduating from the JD 
program.  

The Manitoba Indigenous Law Students Association 
celebrated this milestone with the first annual 
Graduation Blanketing Ceremony on June 6th. As 
student success is often deeply connected with com-
munity support, the event was designed by MILSA to 
not only be a celebration of the graduates but also an 
opportunity to honour the families, Elders, faculty, 
alumni, and members of the Indigenous and legal 

communities who walked alongside the Indigenous 
students on their journey through law school. 

Blanketing ceremonies are a traditional way of hon-
ouring the contributions an individual has made to a 
community. As Elder Wendy Whitecloud explained, 
receiving a blanket at a ceremony is a very important 
and special experience to be cherished. 

Seventeen graduating Indigenous students were 
nominated by their peers in recognition of their out-
standing leadership, advocacy, and contributions 
throughout their law school journey. Each graduate 
helped strengthen the community, uplift those around 
them, and left a lasting legacy at Robson Hall.

In addition to the graduates, three UM Faculty of 
Law educators: Dr. Richard Jochelson, Dean of Law; 
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Marc Kruse [JD/2015], Director of Indigenous Legal 
Learning and Services; and Daniel Diamond, Assistant 
Professor at the Faculty of Law, were selected by the 
graduating class to be honoured for their mentorship, 
guidance, and unwavering support. Their dedication to 
fostering student success and advancing Indigenous 
legal education helped shape the next generation of 
legal professionals and academics.

“Wherever we go, and wherever we end up, 
I know that we will all be doing great things. 
Because we already have done great things 
during our time at Robson Hall, and we are 
just getting started.” – Sarah Shuttleworth 
[JD/2026], Robson Hall Indigenous Class of 2026 
Representative  n



 2 0 2 6  E D I T I O N 	 31

Preparing to practice law in  
English and French
Celebrating eight students graduating with the Access to  
Justice in French Concentration

BACK ROW: DR. LORNA TURNBULL, ERIC MATTHEWS AND JAYDEN KYRYLUK FIRST ROW: TIA ANDREWS, 
YOMNA EID, ASHLEY ALLAN, TESS POULTON, AVERY ALEXIUK, VANESSA SMITH AND ANDREA DOYLE

by Andrea Doyle, Instructor and Coordinator of 
the Access to Justice in French Concentration, 
Faculty of Law. 

(Published June 12, 2026 on UM Today News.)

On June 5, 2026, eight students graduated with 
their JD degrees with a concentration in Access to 
Justice in French from the University of Manitoba, 
Faculty of Law. Congratulations to Avery Alexiuk, 
Ashley Allan, Tia Andrews, Joshua Dondo, Yomna Eid, 
Jayden Kyryluk, Tess Poulton and Vanessa Smith on 
this accomplishment. These graduates completed 

at least 26 credits of their law courses in French 
(approximately 1/3 of their courses). The Faculty also 
recognizes  Eric Matthews who graduated with his JD 
degree having completed a significant number of law 
courses in French.

The Access to Justice in French Concentration is 
an innovative program that addresses the access to 
justice need of increasing the number of lawyers in 
Manitoba and Canada who have the linguistic skills 
to provide legal services in French. For over a decade, 
students at the University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law 
have had the opportunity to pursue part of their legal 
education in French. However, only since the Fall of 

http://Articling at the University of Manitoba Faculty of Law
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2022 have first-year law students been able to take 
French law courses that would apply toward obtaining 
the Access to Justice in French Concentration (A2JF 
Concentration) designation upon graduation. Our 
2026 graduates represent the second official cohort of 
students who have graduated with this concentration.

These graduates have distinguished themselves by 
their academic strength, collegiality, contributions 
to the work of Infojustice Manitoba and the Bilingual 
Students’ Association as well as their excellent 
work at the Laskin Moot, Bastarache Moot and the 
French stream of the Canadian National Negotiation 
Competition (CNNC). This year, our Laskin team won 
second place for their factums and our Bastarache 
team won the Michel-Bastarache Award for fair play, 
camaraderie, and dedication to the French language. 
One of our CNNC teams participating in French won 
the Spirit of Negotiation award (“le prix d’excellence 
dans l’esprit de la négociation”).

We wish our graduates well as they commence articling 
at Fillmore Riley LLP, Myers LLP, Taylor McCaffrey LLP 
and Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP in Winnipeg; 
Smith Neufeld Jodoin LLP in Steinbach; Blake, 
Cassels & Graydon LLP; Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 
in Calgary; and a clerkship at the Ontario Superior 
Court of Justice in Ottawa.

We also wish to thank Justice Canada’s Access to 
Justice in Both Official Languages Fund for its gen-
erous support and the support of our students, the 
University of Manitoba, the Faculty of Law, the fran-
cophone legal community, l’Association des juristes 
d’expression française du Manitoba (AJEFM), 
Infojustice Manitoba, l’Université de Saint-Boniface, 
the Law Society of Manitoba, and the Manitoba Bar 
Association. We wish to recognize Dr. Lorna Turnbull, 
director of the A2JF Concentration and Justice Gerald 
Heckman of the Federal Court of Appeal, former co-di-
rector of the A2JF Concentration, for their vision and 
instrumental work in creating this concentration as 
well as the continued leadership and engagement of 
the A2JF team at the Faculty, including Professors 
Lorna Turnbull, Martine Dennie and Andrea Doyle. n

  

“These graduates have 

distinguished themselves 

by their academic strength, 

collegiality, contributions 

to the work of Infojustice 

Manitoba and the Bilingual 

Students’ Association as well 

as their excellent work at 

the Laskin Moot, Bastarache 

Moot and the French stream 

of the Canadian National 

Negotiation Competition 

(CNNC).

”
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THE NEXT CHAPTER FOR THE  
CLASS OF 2026  

Class of 2026

75 

18 

1 

3 

students are staying in Manitoba to article with 6 of those students articling 
outside of Winnipeg 

What does the next chapter hold for the Class of 2026?

students are articling in provinces outside of Manitoba

•  1 in British Columbia 

•  15 in Alberta

•  2 in Ontario 

student is clerking at the Superior Court of Justice in Ottawa

students are pursuing a Master’s degree
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INTERNATIONALLY TRAINED LAWYER PROGRAM

Launching the New ITL Program  
at Robson Hall
Inaugural cohort of Internationally Trained Lawyer Program  
brings wealth of skills, experience

The inaugural class of UM Faculty of Law's Internationally Trained Lawyer program with Laurelle A. Harris, K.C., 
Director of the ITL Program, Equity & Transformation (4th from left). Photo by Christine Mazur.

by Faculty of Law

(Published on UM Today News October 6, 2025)

The Faculty of Law’s 2025 orientation week was 
different for the latest crop of bright-eyed first year 
law students embarking on careers in the legal pro-
fession: among them for the first time were a group of 
seven individuals who have already been to law school, 
practiced, and even taught law. This curious and wise 
septet comprises the UM Faculty of Law’s inaugural 
cohort of the Internationally Trained Lawyer Program 
as they work to meet the necessary requirements to 
practice law in Canada.

When development of the program was first announced 
in November of 2023, Dr. Richard Jochelson, Dean 
of Law, explained the growing need to offer this 

program in Manitoba, where it had not previously 
been available. “This new program is a reflection of our 
commitment to the principles of justice, inclusivity, 
and diversity,” he said. “Having this program avail-
able at Robson Hall represents a critical step towards 
making the legal profession more accessible, not only 
for Internationally Trained Lawyers but also for the 
diverse immigrant communities they will serve upon 
graduation. It aligns with the province’s commitment 
to fair registration practices and creates a clear path-
way for these lawyers, fostering connections within 
the legal profession, and ultimately, strengthening 
our pursuit of justice in Manitoba.”

Applications for the inaugural class of Internationally 
Trained Lawyers were accepted from last fall until 
March 31, 2025, a deadline that will remain the same 
for the next cohort in 2026.

https://perma.cc/T3KM-XL28
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The students accepted into the inaugural cohort 
started their school year early, by taking Preparation 
for the Study of Law in Canada, a two-week intensive 
course intended to prepare students for their studies 
and, eventually, their transition into the profession. 

“The ITL Program has the potential to make a signifi-
cant impact on the careers of internationally-trained 
lawyers, the clients they will serve, and our ability to 
impact access to justice in Manitoba,” said Harris.

Harris (she/her)  is the inaugural Director of the 
Internationally Trained Lawyer Program, Equity 
and Transformation at Robson Hall. Harris holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree (Women’s Studies, History) 
and has undertaken graduate studies in Women’s 
Studies and Black Studies at The Ohio State University 
in Columbus, Ohio. Harris earned her law degree in 
2001 from Robson Hall and is an experienced liti-
gator with formal training in mediation, arbitration 
and conflict resolution undertaken locally and at York 
University in Toronto, Ontario.

In addition to being a practicing litigator for her entire 
career, Harris has wide-ranging expertise in areas of 
equitable organizational assessment and design, 
policy development and implementation, workplace 
investigations, system reviews, leadership develop-
ment, and anti-racism education. She has been called 
upon to act as a subject matter expert in antiracism 
and equity, including with the Office of the Auditor 
General of Canada, and led the Review into Systemic 
Racism and Oppression at the Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights. In addition to teaching Preparation 
for the Study of Law in Canada, Harris was previously 
named a “Jurist of Robson Hall”, for her contribu-
tions teaching Family Law, Gender and the Law, and 
anti-racism education.  n

“The ITL Program has the 

potential to make a significant 

impact on the careers of 

internationally-trained 

lawyers, the clients they 

will serve, and our ability to 

impact access to justice in 

Manitoba. 

– Laurelle A. Harris, KC
”
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Studying law as a 'crucial driver of 
change'
University of Manitoba LLM grad plans to use education to help  
vulnerable communities

MUNIR ULAYAN LARRY OFFICIALLY GRADUATES WITH HIS LLM FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA FACULTY 
OF LAW ON FEBRUARY 4, 2026.

by Faculty of Law

(Published on UM Today News February 2, 2026)

Munir Ulayan Larry graduated with an LLM degree 
from the University of Manitoba on February 4, 2026. 
The Faculty of Law spotlighted his accomplishments 
in UM Today News to share a bit about him and wish 
him all the best in his future career. Please meet Munir 
Ulayan Larry, LLM:

Why did you first choose to study law?

Education has been my desire from the time I became 
conscious of myself as a young person in a commu-
nity that begs for development and an upgrade. I 
come from Nima, one of the deprived, marginalized, 

under-resourced, and unfortunately discriminated 
communities in Ghana. I realized after my first 
undergraduate degree for the Bachelor of Business 
Administration, the depth of the deficit in legal rep-
resentation in my community, resulting from a string 
of arbitrary arrests, prosecutions, and incarcerations. 
This spurred me to commit to the study of Law, as I 
recognized that it was a crucial driver of change des-
perately needed. I studied law to help educate my 
people, shape public understanding in my commu-
nity, and offer needed representation in a community 
lagging behind in the national development discourse 
in Ghana.

What compelled you to go on and take an LLM at 
the University of Manitoba?

https://umtoday.ca/stories/studying-law-crucial-driver-change
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“Education has been my 

desire from the time I became 

conscious of myself as a 

young person in a community 

that begs for development 

and an upgrade. 

”
 

Following the completion of my Bachelor of Laws 
degree at KAAF University College in Ghana, I sought 
a broader and more nuanced perspective on the study 
and understanding of law. Through extensive research 
and consultations, I learned about the University of 
Manitoba from an alumnus. After a thorough review of 
the Faculty of Law’s website, I became convinced that 
it offered the ideal academic environment to nurture 
and advance my professional aspirations.

What area of law is your specialty? 

Since my initial engagement with legal studies at the 
undergraduate level, I have been deeply fascinated 
by Human Rights Law. This interest stems from the 
profound impact that human rights law has had on 
humanity, particularly in shaping modern legal and 
social frameworks especially in the twentieth cen-
tury. The study of human rights equips me with the 
essential knowledge and skills to serve effectively as 
an advocate, a role that has long been central to my 
aspirations.

What was your thesis topic, and who was your 
advisor?

My amazing advisor was Dr. Gillian MacNeil, without 
whose contribution and patience, my research would 
not have been possible. I would like to once again use 
this medium to express my appreciation to her and all 
the Law Faculty members.

My research topic was deliberately chosen as a timely 
response to the numerous human rights challenges 
that emerged globally in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. It focused on a particularly vulnerable 
group—young women and girls working as head por-
ters, locally referred to in Ghana as Kayaye, who earn 
their livelihoods by transporting goods for traders and 
shoppers within the crowded market environments 
of Accra, Ghana’s capital. The study examined the 
multifaceted social and economic hardships faced 
by this group, especially during the pandemic, and 
evaluated the relevance and enforcement of social, 
cultural, and economic rights within both international 
and domestic legal frameworks. The research was 
titled “Enforcement of Socio-economic Rights of Head 
Porters in the Advent of the COVID-19 Pandemic in 
Ghana.”

What is next for you?

Next, I plan to apply the skills and insights I have 
gained through my years of legal study to real-world 
human rights challenges. I am looking to work with 
institutions or organizations engaged in socio-eco-
nomic rights, especially in the African context. I hope 
to take up a role in research, policy, or advocacy 
that allows me to translate my knowledge into prac-
tical reforms. My ultimate aim is to return home and 
establish an NGO dedicated to addressing the growing 
housing challenges faced by vulnerable groups in my 
community.  n
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“One of the best decisions I have made”
LLM graduate and internationally trained lawyer Samara Irfan shares the story of 
her journey to practice law in Canada

by Faculty of Law

(Published on UM Today News June 23, 2026)

Samara Irfan graduated with an LLM degree from 
the University of Manitoba on June 5, 2026. The 
Faculty of Law spotlighted her accomplishments in 
a story published earlier this summer on UM Today 
News. Please meet Samara Irfan, LLM.

Why did you first choose to study law?

I have wanted to become a lawyer since childhood. 
I still remember being in grade five when someone 
asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up, and 
I immediately said, “lawyer.” As I got older, people 
around me often told me that law suited me because 
I had strong argumentation skills and cared deeply 
about fairness, rules, and justice.

I was always the kind of person who spoke up when 
something felt wrong, whether it was unfairness, 
people ignoring rules, or someone being treated 
unjustly. That early sense of fairness is what first drew 
me to law. Over time, I became especially interested 
in criminal law because it deals so closely with rights, 
accountability, and the justice system.

What motivated you to pursue an LLM at the 
University of Manitoba?

Although I moved to Canada at the age of 18 and built 
my life here, my legal education took a non-traditional 
path. I completed my LL.B. through the University of 
London, and after graduation, I submitted my cre-
dentials to the National Committee on Accreditation. 
I learned that I would need further Canadian legal 
education before qualifying as a lawyer in Canada. At 
first, the process felt overwhelming, and I questioned 
whether becoming a lawyer in Canada was still pos-
sible for me.

Around that time, I began working as a legal assistant 
at Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP, where I had 
the opportunity to work with excellent lawyers and 
observe the legal profession in Canada more closely. 
That experience became a turning point for me. It 
reminded me that I did not want to remain only con-
nected to the legal field, rather I wanted to become 
a lawyer myself.

I also met with Laurelle Harris, Director of the 
Internationally Trained Lawyer Program, and I still 
remember her telling me, “There is light at the end 
of the tunnel.” That encouragement stayed with me 
and helped me decide to continue my NCA journey.

https://news.umanitoba.ca/convocation-2025-master-of-human-rights-student-priscila-werton-alves/
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“The LLM at the University 

of Manitoba felt like the 

right next step because it 

allowed me to build a stronger 

foundation in Canadian law 

while continuing toward my 

goal of becoming a lawyer in 

Canada. It turned out to be 

one of the best decisions I 

have made.

”
 

The LLM at the University of Manitoba felt like the right 
next step because it allowed me to build a stronger 
foundation in Canadian law while continuing toward 
my goal of becoming a lawyer in Canada. It turned 
out to be one of the best decisions I have made. I 
completed the program while working full-time and 
studying full-time, achieved a 4.0 GPA, and had the 
opportunity to focus my studies on criminal law, an 
area I have always been passionate about.

What was your thesis topic or practicum placement, 
and who was your advisor?

My LLM was course-based, so I did not complete a 
thesis or practicum placement. My academic focus 
was primarily in criminal law, public law, and Charter-
related issues.

What are your next steps after graduation?

After graduation, I will be starting the University of 
Manitoba Internationally Trained Lawyer Program in 
August to complete the remaining requirements for 
my NCA process. I am also thrilled to share that I have 
already secured an articling position. I am excited 
for the next stage of this journey and look forward to 
continuing toward my goal of becoming a lawyer in 
Canada.  n
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MASTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM 

Pursuing proportionality through 
International Humanitarian Law
Master of Human Rights class of 2026 grad examines the right to a  
healthy environment.

by Faculty of Law

(Published on UM Today News February 9, 2026)

Atefeh Abedinpour graduated with her Master of 
Human Rights degree from the University of Manitoba 
on February 4, 2026. The Faculty of Law is pleased 
to share a bit about her as we wish her all the best in 
her future career.

Notably, this is not Abedinpour’s first Master’s degree. 
Before joining the interdisciplinary MHR program at 
UM, she first obtained a bachelor’s degree in law and 
a master’s in public international law from Iran. With 
several years of experience as a practicing lawyer 
and an academic background in international law, 
Abedinpour became increasingly interested in the 
intersection of multiple branches of law with human 
rights. In her previous thesis, she examined the role 
of space law and technologies in sustainable develop-
ment and human rights, published in the International 
Institute for Space Law (IISL) in 2021. Her deep inter-
est in international human rights and social justice 
led her to pursue a Master’s degree in Human Rights. 

In 2023, she began her studies in the MHR Program at 
the University of Manitoba, pursuing the thesis stream 

of the program with Dr. Nathan Derejko as her advisor, 
and was awarded an international graduate student 
scholarship. 

Her MHR thesis is titled International Humanitarian 
Law under the light of the right to a healthy, clean and 
sustainable environment: the role of human rights in 
the proportionality principle. Her work examines the 
role of the right to a healthy environment in developing 
existing legal provisions in international humanitar-
ian law. Her research interests include social justice, 
public international law, the right to a healthy environ-
ment, and immigration and refugee law.

Through the MHR program, Atefeh gained a distinct 
perspective on both the theory and practice of human 
rights and social justice. She has actively participated 
in seminars and academic initiatives, demonstrating 
her interest in academic research and presentation. In 
her first year of study in human rights, she gave an out-
standing presentation on the implementation of the 
right to a healthy, clean, and sustainable environment 
at the University of British Columbia (UBC) gradu-
ate conference. She has also contributed to different 
volunteer positions within the University of Manitoba 
to put her knowledge of human rights into practice. 

Alongside her studies in the MHR program, she has 
worked in immigration law. Atefeh is passionate about 
human rights research and practice in Canada and 
pursuing a PhD in public international law.  n  

https://umtoday.ca/stories/pursuing-proportionality-through-international-humanitarian-law
https://mspace.lib.umanitoba.ca/items/3b7d029d-6efe-4d20-85fe-7963b48309ec
https://mspace.lib.umanitoba.ca/items/3b7d029d-6efe-4d20-85fe-7963b48309ec
https://mspace.lib.umanitoba.ca/items/3b7d029d-6efe-4d20-85fe-7963b48309ec
https://mspace.lib.umanitoba.ca/items/3b7d029d-6efe-4d20-85fe-7963b48309ec


 2 0 2 6  E D I T I O N 	 41

Making change to improve the future  
for others
Master of Human Rights graduate Kathleen Vyrauen seeks to make resettlement 
in Winnipeg more welcoming

by Faculty of Law

(Published on UM Today News June 26, 2026)

Kathleen Vyrauen graduated with her Master of 
Human Rights degree from the University of Manitoba 
on June 5, 2026. The multidisciplinary academic com-
munity supporting this unique graduate program is 
pleased to shine a spotlight on her accomplishments 
as we wish her all the best in her career as a human 
rights advocate.

Why did you first choose to study Human Rights?

I chose to study human rights because, as an immi-
grant whose family came to Canada in the 90s, my 
family's resettlement journey was often faced with 
many instances of discrimination and inequity. I then 
spent 10 years of my career working in the settlement 
and immigration sector supporting other newcomer 
families especially youth, so that their settlement 
journey would be a more positive experience than 
what I had endured. I wanted to be able to use both 
my education and lived experience to make changes 
to current immigration and settlement policies in 
Winnipeg to be more welcoming and inclusive to 

newcomers, so studying human rights seemed like 
the best academic pathway to do so.

What compelled you to go on and take an MHR at 
the University of Manitoba?

I did my BA at the University of Winnipeg in Human 
Rights and Global Studies and at the time there was 
no Human Rights program being offered in Manitoba. 
Other master's programs did not really align with my 
passions in the same way my undergrad program 
did, so I decided to gain more work experience in the 
field. When the MHR program was implemented at the 
University of Manitoba, I knew it would be the best fit 
for me and was excited to finally have a program close 
to home that I could pursue.

What was your practicum placement, and who was 
your advisor?

I chose to do my practicum at The Winnipeg 
Foundation, Canada's oldest community foundation, 
as it aligned with my focus area of research about the 
role of philanthropy in human rights. My advisor was 
Dr. Lori Wilkinson [Distinguished Professor, CRC in 
Migration Futures, Tier 1, Faculty of Arts, Department 
of Sociology and Criminology] who was an immense 
support throughout this journey.

What is next for you?

My next steps after graduation are to continue to apply 
my knowledge gained from my practicum and in com-
pleting my major research paper to my work at The 
Winnipeg Foundation as a Senior Grants Officer. My 
hope is to continue to advocate for systems change 
both in the philanthropic sector and in other areas 
that are meant to support vulnerable community 
members. n

https://umtoday.ca/stories/making-change-improve-future-others
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From academic research to  
practical peace-building
Master of Human Rights grad Madara Dias seeks evidence-based solutions for 
sustainable peace, human rights and displaced communities

MADARA DIAS GRADUATED WITH HER MASTER 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEGREE IN JUNE, 2026.

by Faculty of Law

(Published on UM Today News June 26, 2026)

Having lived, worked and studied in Sri Lanka, 
Madara Dias, who graduated this spring with a 
Master of Human Rights degree from the University 
of Manitoba, is not done yet with Winnipeg. Continuing 
in UM’s Peace and Conflict Studies PhD program, Dias 
seeks to contribute to finding ways to help displaced 
communities. The Faculty of Law congratulates her 
achievement and shines a spotlight on her studies 
thus far.

Why did you first choose to study the Master of 
Human Rights?

My academic journey began with a degree in 
Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University of 
Sri Jayewardenepura in Sri Lanka. My undergraduate 
research examined the protection of victims and wit-
nesses during court proceedings, which introduced 
me to broader questions of justice, rights, and protec-
tion for vulnerable populations. Through subsequent 

research on children’s rights, juvenile justice, and 
social inequalities, as well as my involvement in 
UNDP-funded projects [United Nations Development 
Programme] on gender and youth rights, I became 
increasingly committed to human rights scholar-
ship. Having published over 20 research articles, I 
sought the MHR program as an ideal opportunity to 
deepen that commitment through an interdisciplinary 
perspective.

What motivated you to pursue the MHR at the 
University of Manitoba?

While exploring graduate programs in Canada and 
the United Kingdom, I was drawn to the University 
of Manitoba’s distinctive interdisciplinary approach 
to human rights. The program is closely aligned with 
my research interests and professional aspirations, 
and two scholarship awards reinforced my decision to 
study here. The MHR experience expanded my ana-
lytical skills, strengthened my research capacity, and 
connected me with a diverse network of scholars and 
practitioners addressing global challenges.

What was your practicum placement, and who was 
your advisor?

I completed my practicum with the  Conflict and 
Resilience Research Institute Canada  (CRRIC) under 
the supervision of Dr. Kawser Ahmed. I began with a 
project on the educational rights of Rohingya refugee 
girls in Bangladesh and later contributed to research 
on peacebuilding, refugee protection, Indigenous-led 
Arctic sovereignty, and climate security. This experi-
ence significantly shaped my professional trajectory 
and introduced me to international peacebuilding 
practice. My advisor, Dr. Nathan Derejko, supervised 
my Major Research Paper on Rohingya refugee edu-
cation, guiding me to develop a critical comparative 
analysis that yielded policy recommendations to 
improve educational access in refugee settings.

What are your next steps after graduation?

https://umtoday.ca/stories/academic-research-practical-peace-building
https://crric.org
https://crric.org
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“While exploring graduate 

programs in Canada and 

the United Kingdom, I was 

drawn to the University 

of Manitoba’s distinctive 

interdisciplinary approach to 

human rights. The program 

is closely aligned with my 

research interests and 

professional aspirations, 

and two scholarship awards 

reinforced my decision 

to study here. The MHR 

experience expanded my 

analytical skills, strengthened 

my research capacity, and 

connected me with a diverse 

network of scholars and 

practitioners addressing 

global challenges.

”
 

My goal is to build a career that bridges academic 
research and practical peacebuilding. I am contrib-
uting to a forthcoming book chapter with Anthem 
Press in the UK on human trafficking in Rohingya 
refugee camps, and I continue to conduct research 
on refugee protection and conflict resolution. Looking 
ahead, I hope to pursue a PhD in Peace and Conflict 
Studies at the University of Manitoba and to contribute 
evidence-based solutions that support sustainable 
peace, human rights, and durable outcomes for dis-
placed communities.  n

Learn more about the UNDP. 

https://www.undp.org
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