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University of Manitoba 
Master of Laws (LLM)

LLM graduates have enhanced careers as senior public servants, senior managers, lawyers, law 
professors, judges, diplomats, politicians, legal counsellors, mediators, and more. An LLM is also a 
step toward a PhD for those interested in research or academic careers.

Designed to augment areas of disciplinary interest, the LLM offers exciting streams of study, including:

The University of Manitoba’s Master of Laws (LLM) program can be completed full or part 
time and no longer requires a JD or LLB degree as a prerequisite. A course-based option is 
now available in addition to the traditional thesis-based LLM.

Public Policy Law and Society Indigenous Studies Human Rights Business Criminal Law

In addition to the two short tutorial courses required of all Graduate Students at the University of 
Manitoba, LLM students complete 3 course credits and produce a thesis with the guidance and 
mentorship of a Law Faculty scholar.

All LLM students must complete the Legal Research and Theory seminar LAW7112 in the Faculty of Law 
and may select two additional courses relevant to their area of interest (at least one of which must be a 
Law course). These may also be completed as Directed Readings courses, in which the student works 
directly with one faculty member to explore an area of particular relevance to their career aspirations.

The Faculty of Law at the University of Manitoba welcomes applications for its refreshed LLM Program. 
The annual application deadline is December 15.

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

Visit our website: umanitoba.ca/law/programs-of-study/llm-program-information
or email: Dr. Donn Short: Donn.Short@UManitoba.ca

The University of Manitoba’s Master of Laws (LLM) program can be completed as either course-based 
or thesis-based. Applicants with a non-law degree relevant to the proposed research can now apply in 
addition to those with a JD or LLB from a recognized college or university.
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On behalf of our many contributors, editors and writ-
ers, I am happy to introduce the current Faculty of Law 
Research Report. This Report highlights the recent 
and exceptional research activities of the academic 
members of the University of Manitoba Faculty of Law. 

Academic research highlights issues prevalent in soci-
ety and the questions that occupy us – or should. 
These issues can be related to cultural norms, educa-
tion, law and medicine, access to justice and the legal 
issues related to Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous 
rights. High-quality legal and socio-legal research 
is important to law and policy reform, litigation, the 
economy, business, and social change. Researchers 
at the Faculty of Law are uniquely placed in Manitoba 
to provide venues for the exchange of ideas between 
academics, lawyers, policymakers and other commu-
nity members.

Research advances exploration of specific issues 
through varied angles. That exploration sometimes 
includes comprehension – if only until the next 
insight comes along. There are many different kinds 
of research methods scholars may employ and the 
researchers within these pages have selected the 
best method for their work. Marvel at the variety of 
approaches taken in service of each scholar’s concep-
tion of how to make an impactful contribution to the 
pursuit of law and policy reform, cultural investigation, 
the creation of better laws and policies and increased 
understanding of how societies work in their compli-
cated and shifting ways. 

Academic research also helps students. There is a 
pressing need to develop legal research and writing 
skills for the next generation of lawyers, legal aca-
demics and policymakers. Each year, approximately 
65 law students are involved in editing and publishing 
academic journals or engaged as research assistants 
to faculty members. Much of the research reflected in 
these pages has been supported by funding provided 
by the Manitoba Law Foundation. These essential con-
tributors to the production and dissemination of new 

knowledge develop important research and social 
skills through academic research that will serve them 
well in their personal, academic and professional lives. 

We hope that readers will find the research activi-
ties reflected in this Report to be valuable, helpful, 
interesting and worthy of investigation. Feel free to 
reach out to scholars appearing within these pages 
or to pursue a particular work or contribution you find 
briefly described here. There is surely more to come. 
As every researcher knows, there are always “next 
steps” and “future research” to be conducted. Stay 
tuned. n

  

Letter from the Associate Dean, 
Research & Graduate Studies
by Dr. Donn Short, Associate Dean Research & Graduate Studies 

” 

“WE HOPE THAT 
READERS WILL FIND THE 

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 
REFLECTED IN THIS 

REPORT TO BE VALUABLE, 
HELPFUL, INTERESTING 

AND WORTHY OF 
INVESTIGATION. 
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FACULTY BOOKS 

Cutting-edge legal scholarship
Celebrating three accomplished UM Law graduates

Our faculty members engage in scholarly work 

on the cutting edge of legal issues relevant 

to our local, national, and international com-

munities. Their research is used by lawyers, 

courts, legislative bodies and policy-makers 

across the country and is published in leading 

journals and books by renowned presses. Here 

we share interviews with faculty members who 

have recently published since 2023.

See more on our Faculty Books webpage. 

—Dr. Richard Jochelson
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new book edited by the UM Faculty of Law’s 
Dean, Dr. Richard Jochelson, with University of Regina 
Department of Justice colleague Dr. James Gacek, exam-
ines sources of oppression and the role of ignorance and 
where it might stem from. Justice in the Age of Agnosis: 
Socio-Legal Explorations of Denial, Deception, and 
Doubt was published by Springer as part of the Palgrave 
Socio-Legal Studies book series, and includes chapters 
written by five other legal scholars tenuring at or affiliated 
with Robson Hall.

In seeking to further the understanding of the human 
experience of coerced and forced ignorance on social, 
human rights and criminal justice related topics, the 
editors of this book have drawn together scholars from 
multiple disciplinary fronts. As a whole, the book argues 
that people in our social world are forced or coerced 
through either implicatory or interpretive denial that is 
normalized through specific cultural and social mech-
anisms which the authors refer to as non-knowledge or 
agnosis.

The book fills a gap in scholarship examining how human 
victimization and power intersect through the system-
atic orchestration of forced ignorance and doubt upon 
daily human life. The chapters examine the ways in which 
people find themselves in social spaces without empirical 

clarity and understand that absence as satisfaction, 
stability or perhaps even pleasure. The book seeks to 
make visible the role of ignorance in governing society, 
highlighting how the late modern human experience in 
a post-World War II human rights era subsumes, sub-
verts and sublimates the complex relationship between 
knowledge and denial and posits that the empirical gulf 
between knowledge and resistance may indeed breed 
complicit bliss.

The book includes chapters written by other UM 
Faculty of Law scholars including: Assist Prof Martine 
Dennie, author of “You Just Roll with the Punches”: 
The Production of Ignorance in Professional Ice 
Hockey“; Gacek and Jochelson with former Assoc Prof 
David Ireland [JD/2010; LL.M./2014] (now a Manitoba 
Provincial Court judge), co-authors of “Gone, but Not 
Forgotten: The Agnotological Necropolitics of Inquest 
Fatality Reports“; Shawn Singh [JD/2022] and Assist 
Prof Brandon Trask [JD/2012], co-authors of “Faded by 
Design: Manufacturing Agnosis of Settler-Colonialism in 
an Era of Indigenous Truth and Reconciliation in Canada“; 
Dr. Katie Szilagyi, author of “Fragmenting Epistemologies: 
Toward Philosophical Foundations for Machine Learning 
in Law“; and Shawn Singh and Brandon Trask individually 
with papers titled “Shortfalls of the Bioethical Approach 
to COVID-19: Vaccine Hesitancy, the Right to Choose 

Justice in the Age of Agnosis  
examines sources of oppression 
UM Faculty of Law scholars’ work featured in new book

A 

Dr. Richard Jochelson  
Photo: Dr. Amar Khoday

Dr. James Gacek  

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=google_books&utm_campaign=3_pier05_buy_print&utm_content=en_08082017
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=google_books&utm_campaign=3_pier05_buy_print&utm_content=en_08082017
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=google_books&utm_campaign=3_pier05_buy_print&utm_content=en_08082017
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_2
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_2
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_2
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_5
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_5
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_5
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_6
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_6
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_6
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_7
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_7
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_7
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_11
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_11


and Public Health Management in Canada” (Singh); and 
“Call It Democracy: The Slippage Amongst Rights, Laws, 
and Values in Canada During the Pandemic Era” (Trask).

Upon the release of Justice in the Age of Agnosis 
Jochelson and Gacek addressed some questions 
regarding the need for this book at this time in this era 
of widespread access to information and widespread 
ignorance and misinformation.

What inspired you both to join forces to publish a book 
on this topic?

Gacek: During the height of the pandemic, I watched 
how various conspiracy theorists seemed to be gaining 
traction on social media. I, like the rest of the world, was 
concerned about the uncertainties of Covid-19, but I 
was also alarmed with how misinformation was being 
weaponized to attack scientists, academics and health 
care practitioners. Speaking to Richard on these topics, 
we agreed that this production of non-knowledge, or 
the avoidance of knowledge, seemed to leach into other 
areas of our social world – like how those who are climate 
change deniers could also, potentially, deny the bene-
fits of vaccines, or believed that if they ‘did their own 
research’ on vaccines they would end up realizing a ‘New 
World Order’ was coming to replace them (i.e., where we 
see inklings of white nationalist thought).

We felt it necessary to question whether ignorance was 
indeed blissful, or if the production of non-knowledge or 
said avoidance would worsen the conditions of already 
marginalized populations more so than the privileged. 

Jochelson: I was interested in the seeming disconnect 
between empiricism and the growing spiritual claims 
of both the left and right of the political spectrum. This 
is something I had commented on in 2016 upon USA 
presidential elections and it was a good example of how 
the left reacted to that election almost spiritually in its 
conception of repugnancy of the result. I noted that the 
left was making claims that were echoing some of the 
right’s moralistic reasoning during the 1980s.

I had always viewed the left of the spectrum as prizing 
evidence-based practice. In the intervening years, spiri-
tual polarization between left and right has increasingly 
mobilized social movements. The Pandemic is a good 
example, with true believers on both sides of the political 
spectrum. There seems to be a late modern anxiety about 
waiting for science, law or disciplinary skill to yield a final 
result and we seem to be advocating, shouting down and 
calling out each other, increasingly and at times, in a 
vacuum of empirical findings. In other words, in a state 
of ignorance. 

What audience can benefit from the knowledge con-
tained in this book and how?

Gacek: A wide range of readers can benefit from this 
book! Of course, we know undergraduate and graduate 
students, but also scholars, policy workers and commu-
nity activists would benefit from a fresh lens on world 
issues like what we incorporate here. Justice impacts all 
in society, but not all equally. How ignorance, misinfor-
mation and conspiracy not only takes root but insidiously 
pervades our world needs to be further understood.

Jochelson: Agnosis knows no politics. From political 
actors through to people with main character syndrome, I 
think readers should challenge their views by reading the 
book, which contains views across a reasoned political 
spectrum.

What solutions to the problems of oppression and igno-
rance does this book offer?

Gacek: It would be easy for us to say that education, like 
sunlight, would be the best disinfectant to shine light 
upon what we don’t know – but as agnosis teaches us, 
the politics of ignorance is profitable.

Jochelson: I think we need to return to evidence-based 
practice whether it is the fuel that drives advocacy, social 
movements or law reform. We need to learn to drop straw 
person arguments and tether ourselves to the technol-
ogies of something more objective than blind belief or 
wilful spiritualism.

Is there more work to be done in this area?

Gacek: Our book endeavours to challenge readers on how 
they gain their knowledge of the world, on how we think 
about accountability for ignorance production and on the 
longstanding harms marginalized peoples continuously 
face because of agnosis. The potential to have a more 
informed and empathetic world is real and our book is a 
starting point for this discussion.

Jochelson: I think it is an opening salvo. I would challenge 
all social science, humanities and socio-legal scholars 
to ask themselves about the objective foundations of 
their arguments. To the extent that their labour is emo-
tional or spiritual, an objective tethering point ought to, at 
least, frame the analysis so we engage in critical analysis 
apprised of the best information. n
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https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_11
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_10
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-54354-8_10
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his book offers a unique topical landscape to 
explore hope for the future from core of human rights 
literature and includes contributions from scholars 
in Asia, Europe, and the Americas, including gradu-
ates of the University of Manitoba’s Master of Human 
Rights program. Case studies and core human rights 
doctrines are aligned to investigate, agitate, and mobi-
lize constructive social change. The book was born at 
the University of Manitoba as the Master of Human 
Rights program was emerging and COVID-19 had shut 
down traditional academia. With a foreword by Dr. 
Nathan Derejko, the Mauro Chair in Human Rights and 
Social Justice, this compendium of emergent global 
Human Rights scholarship offers current ruminations 
about Access to Justice, Allyship and Equality, Human 
Rights and Social Justice, the Rights of Indigenous 
People, Indigenous Rights and the University, 
Transgender Healthcare, Femicide, Women Workers, 
Extremism and Misogyny, Human Rights and Aging, 
cyberwarfare, climate change. The book is available 
in print and as an open access e-book.

Dr. Reimer is the Director of Program Development at 
the Faculty of Law, University of Manitoba; Dr. Standish 
is the Vice-Provost Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, 
Associate Professor (Tenured) Global and International 
Studies, University of Northern British Columbia n

Perspectives on Justice Indigeneity, Gender,  
and Security in Human Rights Research
Laura E. Reimer and Katerina Standish, Editors. Palgrave Macmillan, 2023.

T 

“CASE STUDIES AND CORE 

HUMAN RIGHTS DOCTRINES 

ARE ALIGNED TO INVESTIGATE, 

AGITATE, AND MOBILIZE 

CONSTRUCTIVE SOCIAL 

CHANGE.

” 

Photo: Dr. Amar Khoday
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his book offers an up-to-date review of statutes and 
case law in the areas of agency and partnership. The 
two areas are related, because partnership creates 
an agency between the partners. The book includes 
chapters that discuss the following: (a) how to create 
an agency relationship, including the many different 
forms of agency (Chapter 2); (b) the contractual liabili-
ties of both principals and agents vis-à-vis third parties 
(Chapter 3); (c) tort liabilities to third parties (Chapter 
4); (d) criminal liability of a partnership (Chapter 5); 
(e) the effect representations, warranties, admissions 
and notices given by an agent (Chapter 6); (f) the 
duties of an agent (Chapter 7); (g) termination of an 
agency relationship (Chapter 8); and (h) the law of 
partnerships (Chapter 9).

The book is available in print.

Professor Harvey is Professor Emeritus at the Faculty 
of Law, University of Manitoba. Professor MacPherson 
is a Professor at the Faculty of Law, University of 
Manitoba. n

Agency and Partnership Law Primer 6th edition
Cameron Harvey & Professor Darcy MacPherson. Thomson Reuters, 2024.

T 

” 

“THIS BOOK OFFERS AN 

UP-TO-DATE REVIEW OF 

STATUTES AND CASE LAW IN 

THE AREAS OF AGENCY AND 

PARTNERSHIP. 
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The Faculty of Law at the University of Manitoba 

has a longstanding reputation for teaching and 

research excellence. Faculty members engage 

in scholarly work on the cutting edge of legal 

issues relevant to our local, national, and inter-

national communities. We proudly feature some 

of our most remarkable researchers here in var-

ious interviews and reports of their work.  

Featured Professors 
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Dr. Bryan Schwartz, K.C. has published five new 
books within the past 12 months, adding to a body 
of 36 books (17 authored or co-authored and 19 
edited or contributed to) and 300 other publications 
that bear his name. Each of these five new works is 
vastly different from the other, reflecting the differ-
ent aspects of life in which he fully participates as a 
scholar, professor, political analyst, poet, musician, 
devoted family member and spiritual person.

There are as many, if not more dimensions of Dr. 
Schwartz as there are of The Manitoba Law Journal, the 
peer-reviewed academic legal research periodical he 
currently co-edits with Professor Darcy MacPherson. 
Since taking the helm 14 years ago as editor of the 
139-year-old journal, Dr. Schwartz adapted the need 
for including different areas of legal research by 
creating “dimensions.” These include annual issues 
covering criminal law, Indigenous law, legislation and 
public policy, latest developments in courts and tri-
bunals, special issues on past, present and future 
aspects of the Manitoba legal profession and, most 
recently, international business and trade law.

This last dimension is the result of the 25-year-old 
Asper Review of International Business and Trade Law 
merging with a newly developed journal on private 
enterprise that stemmed from a former colleague’s 
project at the Faculty of Law’s Marcel A. Desautels 
Centre for Private Enterprise and the Law.

In total, Dr. Schwartz’s involvement with the MLJ has 
resulted in him being responsible for the production 
of over forty of the journal’s volumes.

ACADEMIC

The MLJ produces more articles every year than 
any other law journal in Canada (see Visualizing 
the Landscape of Canadian Law School Journals – 
Slaw). The quality of the MLJ has been recognized by 
the repeated funding awards it has achieved in the 
highly prestigious and competitive Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Aid to 
Scholarly Journals program.

In the 43 years that Dr. Schwartz has been on faculty 
at Robson Hall, he has taught many more different 
dimensions of legal practice ranging from Labour law 
to Oral History, Indigenous Peoples and the Law, to 
Legislative Process and International Trade, Internet 
and E-Commerce law. He has practiced law at the 
Winnipeg firm Pitblado Law for decades and holds two 
graduate law degrees from Yale University.

RENAISSANCE SCHOLAR

Having already authored, edited or contributed to a 
vast body of work, the latest quintet demonstrates how 
Dr. Schwartz is widening the dimensions of his writings 
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The Dimensions of Dr. Bryan Schwartz
Prolific law professor publishes five volumes this year covering  
politics, philosophy, music

https://www.slaw.ca/2022/04/06/visualizing-the-landscape-of-canadian-law-school-journals/
https://www.slaw.ca/2022/04/06/visualizing-the-landscape-of-canadian-law-school-journals/
https://www.slaw.ca/2022/04/06/visualizing-the-landscape-of-canadian-law-school-journals/
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to include his Jewish roots and to incorporate all that 
he has studied and learned about the legislative pro-
cess and the inner workings of government in Canada. 
Jewish Post News reporter, Myron Love describes 
Schwartz as “the very model of a modern-day Jewish 
Renaissance scholar,” being a “legal educator, pas-
sionate Zionist, and student of the Holocaust as an 
in-demand commentator on modern legal and consti-
tutional issues”. Here is a look at the latest additions 
to Dr. Schwartz’s bibliography.

The Passover Seder: It’s About Time – 104 dimen-
sions of Time during Passover (e-book), April, 2024

Inviting readers to re-examine Passover from a fresh 
perspective, Dr. Schwartz wrote in The Times of Israel, 
“My aspiration would be for the book, in some form 
or the other, to become a familiar companion to the 
Haggadah as we re-experience Passover every year. 
For some readers, it might help to make everything 
old seem new again.”

The book is available to read on his website The 
Sacred Goof, named after his second collection of 
musical compositions published in illustrated book 
form along with a studio-produced album containing 
twenty-four songs.

The Sacred Goof (book and CD) with Maren Amini, 
illustrations, 2023

Music, songwriting and humour are further dimen-
sions of Dr. Schwartz’s creative life. The Sacred Goof, 
published both as a CD and lyric book illustrated by 

Maren Amini, is a follow-up to his first musical pro-
duction Consoulation. The former, which Dr. Schwartz 
successfully produced as a stage musical in 2018, is 
about “why we need to sing,” while The Sacred Goof 
is about “how we can still laugh.”

Read more about Consoulation:

“Not your ordinary law professor,” April 23, 2018, 
UM Today News

“Consoulation: A Musical Meditation,” Bryan P. 
Schwartz website

Re-Enlightening Canada (book) Frontier Centre for 
Public Policy (November, 2023)

In Re-Enlightening Canada: A Legislative Program 
for Promoting Open, Democratic and Rational 
Policymaking, Dr. Schwartz appeals to “reasonable 
people across the political spectrum” to respond mod-
erately and practically in the face of “the ideological 
excesses of our time” as the book description explains.

Dr. Schwartz discussed the book at an event held on 
November 30, 2023, at Berney Theatre at the Asper 
Jewish Campus with moderator, Dr. Ruth Ashrai. Watch 
the video titled: Bryan Schwartz – Re-Enlightening 
Canada on Youtube (chat starts at 09:40).

Read a review of the book by Gary Slywchuk, titled 
“New Book a Battle Cry Against the Silencing of 
Democracy,” published on West Central Crossroads, 
January 8, 2024. Slywchuk writes, “As we grapple 
with expanding government repression, identity pol-
itics and diminishing policy effectiveness in today’s 
Canada, Dr. Schwartz’s work is a timely and indispens-
able resource. It serves as a clarion call to legislators, 
policymakers and university administrators to seek 
common ground and nurture deeper understanding, 
guiding Canada toward a more prosperous and rele-
vant future.”

Online Dispute Resolution: Lessons from the COVID-
19 Pandemic The Manitoba Law Journal Volume 46, 
Issue 3 (2024)

In addition to being Co-Editor-in-Chief of the Manitoba 
Law Journal, Dr. Schwartz co-conducted five of the 
six interviews published in this special issue of the 
Manitoba Law Journal that focusses on what legal 
practice looked like and how it adapted throughout 
the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. Together with 

https://jewishpostandnews.ca/faqs/rokmicronews-fp-1/prolific-author-bryan-schwartz-has-put-out-five-new-works-within-past-year/
https://jewishpostandnews.ca/faqs/rokmicronews-fp-1/prolific-author-bryan-schwartz-has-put-out-five-new-works-within-past-year/
https://www.sacredgoof.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/The-Passover-Seder-Its-About-Time.pdf
https://www.sacredgoof.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/The-Passover-Seder-Its-About-Time.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/spotlight/its-about-time-104-dimensions-of-time-during-passover/
https://www.sacredgoof.ca/about/
https://www.sacredgoof.ca/about/
https://www.sacredgoof.ca/sacred-goof/
https://news.umanitoba.ca/not-your-ordinary-law-professor/
https://bryan-schwartz.com/consoulation-a-musical-meditation/
https://fcpp.org/2023/11/14/re-enlightening-canada/#:~:text=
https://fcpp.org/2023/11/14/re-enlightening-canada/#:~:text=
https://fcpp.org/2023/11/14/re-enlightening-canada/#:~:text=
https://fcpp.org/2023/11/14/re-enlightening-canada/#:~:text=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hh-Sa3XgTzk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hh-Sa3XgTzk
https://westcentralcrossroads.ca/lifestyle/reenlightening-canada-and-the-silencing-of-democracy/
https://westcentralcrossroads.ca/lifestyle/reenlightening-canada-and-the-silencing-of-democracy/
https://westcentralcrossroads.ca/lifestyle/reenlightening-canada-and-the-silencing-of-democracy/
https://westcentralcrossroads.ca/lifestyle/reenlightening-canada-and-the-silencing-of-democracy/
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law students participating in his scholarly publications 
course, Dr. Schwartz interviewed legal practitioners 
Kris Saxberg, Greg Evans, Cynthia Lazar and Pamela 
Leech. Finally, he co-wrote for the issue, a paper 
examining new initiatives to enhance Online Dispute 
Resolution in Manitoba. The entire volume is available 
to read on the Manitoba Law Journal website.

Humanity in Doubt: Reflections and Essays by Philip 
Weiss (Second Edition) edited by Bryan Schwartz, 
Eliana Schwartz and John Richthammer (2023)

Finally, Dr. Schwartz co-edited the second edition 
of his father-in-law Philip Weiss’s writings, Humanity 
in Doubt: Reflections and Essays. A survivor of the 
Holocaust, Weiss’s writings bear personal witness 
to the devastation of this terrible event. Weiss was 
awarded an Honorary Doctor of Laws by the University 
of Winnipeg in 2003 in recognition of his contributions 
to Holocaust education in Manitoba. He passed away 
in 2008 and the second edition of his writings includes 
his Eulogy, delivered by Dr. Schwartz.

In addition to these five volumes, Dr. Schwartz has 
continued to publish a series of blogs in The Times 
of Israel, including the “Esther Trilogy” (“Esther? The 
Politics: The book explores all options…but one,” 
“Esther: the creator and the Creator,” and “Esther! 
The Musical: How the sounds match the words.” 
These three articles were republished in The Winnipeg 
Jewish Review on March 24, 2024 under the title, 
“Bryan Schwartz on How the Purim Story is Much 
too Relevant Today.” 

Learn more about Dr. Bryan Schwartz’s work:

•	 The Manitoba Law Journal (An open-ac-
cess and peer-reviewed journal about law in 
Manitoba and Beyond.)

•	 Bryan P. Schwartz (The official website for Dr. 
Bryan P. Schwartz, K.C. scholarly activities.)

•	 The Sacred Goof (Listen to musical albums The 
Sacred Goof and Consoulation for free.)  n

“IN TOTAL, DR. 
SCHWARTZ’S 

INVOLVEMENT 
WITH THE MLJ HAS 
RESULTED IN HIM 

BEING RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE PRODUCTION 
OF OVER FORTY OF THE 
JOURNAL’S VOLUMES

” 

https://bryan-schwartz.com/humanity-in-doubt/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/esther-the-politics-the-book-explores-all-options-but-one/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/esther-the-politics-the-book-explores-all-options-but-one/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/esther-the-creator-and-the-creator/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/esther-the-musical-how-the-sounds-match-the-words/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/esther-the-musical-how-the-sounds-match-the-words/
https://www.winnipegjewishreview.com/article_detail.cfm?id=7944&sec=2&title=Bryan_Schwartz_on_how_the_Purim_story_is_much_too_relevant_today
https://www.winnipegjewishreview.com/article_detail.cfm?id=7944&sec=2&title=Bryan_Schwartz_on_how_the_Purim_story_is_much_too_relevant_today
https://themanitobalawjournal.com
https://bryan-schwartz.com
https://www.sacredgoof.ca
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Dr. Mary Shariff was appointed Director of the 
University of Manitoba’s Master of Human Rights 
program for good reason. A member of the Faculty of 
Law’s teaching staff since 2007, Shariff has focused 
her research agenda on laws affecting the elderly, the 
vulnerable, as well as ethical treatment of animals. 
She has shared her work beyond the classroom and 
legal community as a regular speaker at public events 
and through publishing Op-Eds in newspapers. 

“Dr. Shariff brings a wealth of experience and a 
distinguished record of academic and professional 
accomplishments to this role [of Director of the MHR]. 
Her extensive expertise, leadership and vision will 
enhance its academic excellence and foster a dynamic 
learning environment,” said Dr. Richard Jochelson, 
Dean of Law. “Her work ethic, deep compassion for 
the rights of all living beings and curiosity for research-
ing different areas of human rights-related laws make 

her a matchless force to drive this program forward 
for its next exciting chapter.”

With a PhD and LL.M. from Trinity College Dublin, 
an LLB from the University of Manitoba and a BSc 
from the University of Winnipeg, Dr. Shariff’s research 
interests are equally diverse and impactful, focusing 
on Law and Aging, Death, Dying and Palliative Care, 
Human Rights of Older Persons and Persons with 
Disabilities, Quality of Life and Rights of Residents in 
personal care home communities, Natural Resources 
and Animal Law, Legal Strategies, Legal Pedagogy and 
the Law of Contract.

Dr. Shariff has authored numerous publications, 
including chapters in Canadian Medical Law and 
articles in various prestigious journals. She has also 
received several accolades for her contributions to 
teaching and research in the field of law, including 

Award-winning researcher focuses on laws  
of compassion and vulnerability
Research focus on Dr. Mary Shariff  

Dr. Mary Shariff. 
Photo by Christine Mazur.
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a 2023 SSHRC Insight Development Grant (co-ap-
plicant), the 2018 Terry G. Falconer Memorial Rh 
Institute Foundation Emerging Research Award and 
the 2016 Students’ Teacher Recognition Award 
(STRR) and the 2013 University of Manitoba Merit 
Award, Combination Category (Teaching, Service and 
Research).

“I am absolutely delighted and honoured to take on 
the role of Director of the MHR Program,” said Shariff. 
“As Director, my goal is to build on the strengths of 
the program and our University community to provide 
students with educational opportunities and expe-
riences that will inspire and support their creativity 
and enthusiasm for human rights and social justice. 
My aspiration is that our MHR students and grad-
uates will take their passion, knowledge and skills 
to serve and make our communities places for all 
to thrive. By continuing outreach and building rela-
tionships with community partners and stakeholders 
(e.g. the Canadian Museum for Human Rights) and 
other University of Manitoba centres and programs 
(e.g. the Centre for Human Rights Research, the 
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, Peace 
and Conflict Studies and the Arthur V. Mauro Institute 
for Peace and Justice), the MHR program itself will 
actively participate in this same vision, increasing 
MHR student opportunities at the same time. 

At the time Dr. Shariff received the Rh Emerging 
Researcher Award in the field of the Humanities, work 
focused on the contemporary, controversial practice 
of termination of life, in Canada known as “medical 
assistance in dying” (MAiD). She had been research-
ing and publishing widely on the subject of palliative 
care and medical assistance in dying, exploring the 
substance, boundaries and trajectories of termination 
of life practice. 

Dr. Shariff’s work has examined termination of life 
through the different mechanisms of law reform (e.g. 
court cases versus legislative processes); ethical, phil-
osophical and social descriptors and arguments (e.g. 
dignity, autonomy, relief of suffering, compassion); 
legal strategies and translation into legal vehicles 
and human rights concepts (e.g. rights to life, liberty, 
security and equality); monitoring and compliance 
regulation; and its legal interface with other critical 
protections, social goals and objectives (including pal-
liative care, vulnerability, disability, aging, the social 

determinants of health and freedom of conscience). 
Through a comparative laws approach, Dr. Shariff’s 
research helps to identify and unpack different policy 
concerns to be considered as termination of life prac-
tice continues to unfold and becomes operationalized. 
n

“DR. SHARIFF BRINGS A 
WEALTH OF EXPERIENCE 
AND A DISTINGUISHED 
RECORD OF ACADEMIC 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO 

THIS ROLE [OF DIRECTOR OF 
THE MHR]. HER EXTENSIVE 

EXPERTISE, LEADERSHIP 
AND VISION WILL ENHANCE 
ITS ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

AND FOSTER A DYNAMIC 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

” 
—Dr. Richard Jochelson
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Dr. Katie Szilagyi arrived as an assistant professor at 
the University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law, in the 
summer of 2021, bring with her, cutting-edge legal 
research focusing on the law and technology, espe-
cially artificial intelligence within the legal context. She 
originally studied engineering and continues to look 
for ways to combine legal analysis with her scientific 
background in her work.

“I wanted to go to law school, but I also wanted to 
work at the intersection of law with science,” she 
says. “When I was in engineering, I worked for the 
Department of Science, Technology, Energy and 
Mines [as it was then called], which was in charge of 
promoting research in Manitoba, including biomedi-
cal and agricultural technological applications. I was 
really interested in working at that policy development 
area within government that was at the intersection 
of law, science and public policy.”

While the area of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and the 
law is new, developing, impacting law schools and the 
practice of law around the globe, Dr. Szilagyi offers 
caution. Her PhD thesis, “Artificial Intelligence & the 
Machine-ation of the Rule of Law” argued that the Rule 

of Law is made vulnerable by AI and machine learning. 
Reliance on automated decision-making mechanisms, 
especially data-driven approaches that replicate and 
further longstanding equality issues, might prove to 
be destructive to law’s social functions. 

This summer, Dr. Szilagyi received a “Dean’s 
Eminent Scholar” designation from the Faculty of 
Law, which is a two-year appointment enabling her 
to undertake further research to complete a project 
titled “Transdisciplinary Research Approaches to 
Regulating Robotics and Artificial Intelligence.” Just 
before she dove into this new endeavor, Dr. Szilagyi 
spoke with third year law student Kelci Miller about 
her work.

What excites you most about this area of research?

Dr. Katie Szilagyi: I think technology law research 
offers a great opportunity to draw from a lot of different 
disciplines. It’s very interdisciplinary, or I would say 
transdisciplinary, where people are bringing different 
competencies together, as opposed to working in par-
ticular silos. I collaborate with people in engineering 
and computer science, in art, and in different disci-
plines within the humanities, including psychology, 
sociology, and anthropology. There are many differ-
ent areas of inquiry that come together. Studying the 
intersection of law with technology promotes lateral 
thinking: jumping from one research topic to another. 
The work is not as doctrinal as some areas of legal 
research, which provides an opportunity for there 
to be a variety of source material. In this area, sem-
inal Supreme Court cases are few and far between. 
Instead, scholars have to gather together insights 
from academic writing, policy documents, government 
reports, and so on. I also rely upon science fiction 
writings and representations of technology in popular 
culture, which offers a fun twist to legal scholarship. 

What aspects of this research would you most like 
people to know? 

The Future of Legal Research is Now
Dr. Katie Szilagyi brings cutting edge tech law research to Robson Hall  

Dr. Katie Szilagyi.  Photo by Dr. Amar Khoday.
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KS: People are really excited right now about the 
capabilities of artificial intelligence, but they don’t 
necessarily understand what the technology does, 
how the data that powers AI systems is collected, and 
how the numbers are crunched in the background. 
Right now, I’m involved in trying to educate people 
about AI’s capabilities. I’ve been doing a lot of public 
lectures and presentations to different stakeholder 
groups to offer a foundational level of knowledge about 
how artificial intelligence works and how it might be 
transformative in the legal profession. Even though 
people are excited about it, they’re also scared of 
it, and they’re worried that it might take their jobs. 
For instance, you occasionally hear this rhetoric that 
lawyers are shortly going to be obsolete. I don’t believe 
that to be the case. There are certain things about 
people, for better or worse, that are quite difficult to 
replicate with technology. While I don’t think lawyers 
will be altogether replaced by AI anytime soon, I still 
believe we need to be vigilant and make responsible 
choices about how we deploy technologies.

What concrete change do you think your research 
can bring about?

KS: I’ve been talking a lot about the particular skills 
and competencies of generative AI and helping people 
understand what the different models actually do, 
what they’re capable of, and some of the mistakes that 
are likely to happen when people unduly rely on these 
types of technologies. I’m hopeful that if we continue 
to have those kinds of conversations, people won’t 
be marching blindly into a future where ChatGPT is 
in charge of too many things.

Does your own research make its way into your class-
rooms (other than your Law and Technology class)?

KS: For sure. I teach first year Property, and I always 
emphasize the way in which law functions as a story, 
and a big part of that story is the metaphors that we 
choose in order to propagate law forward. We talk 
about various novel claims for property law and how 
property ends up being this bucket where new legal 
ideas end up taking a foothold within the law—pri-
vacy is a really good example of that. When novel 
legal issues arise, the common law accommodates 
those issues through analogies. For example, there’s 
an American case, Intel v Hamidi from 2003, where 
a disgruntled former employee spammed the Intel 
email server, sending thousands of emails. They were 

trying to figure out how to prosecute him because 
they didn’t have any kind of particular policy in place 
against spam email at that time. So, they used an old 
property law mechanism called trespass to chattels, 
trying to suggest that this was, in effect, trespassing 
because of the way that he was using the technol-
ogy. There are a lot of things like that where people 
are trying to reason by analogy, going back to first 
principles, to some of the philosophical justifications 
for how property law works. For example, I’ve written 
a paper about blockchain that I often teach to my 
students. This paper offers an example of the legal 
issues that arise when we start introducing techno-
logical tools into different spaces. If we don’t have 
legal mechanisms that are designed to constrain new 
technologies, we often start bringing these key issues 
out through analogies.

What research are you working on next? 

KS: I’m working on research about science fiction and 
the law as it applies to generative AI, thinking through 
our operative metaphors for generative AI. I have some 
work on using AI in the legal profession and in legal 
education. Ultimately, I’m developing a theoretical 
body of work around moral thinking for AI, and what 
are the challenges through a moral and philosophical 
lens in deploying AI-powered different technologies.  
n

“FOR INSTANCE, YOU 
OCCASIONALLY HEAR 

THIS RHETORIC 
THAT LAWYERS ARE 
SHORTLY GOING TO 

BE OBSOLETE. I DON’T 
BELIEVE THAT TO BE 

THE CASE.

” 



18	 R E S E A R C H  R E P O R T 

DR. AKINWUMI OGUNRANTI

Dr. Akinwumi Ogunranti (Akin) earned his LLB 
degree from the University of Ilorin, Nigeria and was 
called to the Nigerian bar in 2013. He practiced law in a 
full-service commercial law firm for three years before 
starting his graduate studies. Akin earned his LL.M. 
and Ph.D. degrees in 2017 and 2022, respectively, 
at the Schulich School of Law, Dalhousie University. 
His Ph.D. thesis is titled “Africa’s Contribution to the 
Development of the Norm of Corporate Responsibility 
to Respect Human Rights.” His research interests 
include business and human rights, private inter-
national law, investment law and dispute resolution 
relating to corporate accountability and access to 
justice. 

Akin has published nationally and internationally. His 
recent paper, “Localizing the UNGPs: An Afrocentric 
Approach to Interpreting Pillar II,” is published in the 
Business and Human Rights Journal. His forthcoming 
paper on international investment law titled “Why the 
Multilateral Investment Court is a Bad Idea for Africa” 
is forthcoming in the Dalhousie Law Journal.

Akin is licensed to practice law in Nigeria and Nova 
Scotia, Canada. He is a member of the Nigerian Bar, 

the Nova Scotia Bar Society, the Chartered Institute 
of Arbitrators and the Association of Certified Anti-
money Laundering Specialists. 

When asked what it was about Robson Hall that inspired 
him to join the Faculty, he explained, “The strategic 
vision of the law school on teaching and research was 
a major attraction for me. Robson Hall’s goal of sup-
porting students’ experiential learning aligns with my 
teaching philosophy because I believe law cannot be 
taught - its application can only be learned. Similarly, 
the law school’s business and human rights research 
centers that produce cutting-edge research excite me. 
My research focuses on the intersection of business 
and human rights. So, the opportunity to collaborate 
with colleagues in these research clusters is difficult 
to turn down.” 

If you don’t see Dr. Ogunranti in the classroom, his 
office, or the library, you will catch him skiing or bowl-
ing.   n

The New Faces of Legal Research at Robson Hall
The Faculty of Law is pleased to introduce our newest scholars to the research  
community. We are extremely proud of their continued work since joining us in 2023.

“I LOOK FORWARD TO INTERACTING 
WITH STUDENTS IN AND OUTSIDE 

THE CLASSROOM. FOR ME, 
LEARNING IS ALWAYS A TWO-

WAY STREET. I LEARN FROM THE 
STUDENTS AS MUCH AS THEY 

LEARN FROM ME. I WANT TO SHARE 
CLASSROOMS WITH STUDENTS 

WHO, THROUGH INNOVATIVE 
THINKING, SHAPE THE FUTURE OF 

LEGAL PRACTICE IN CANADA. 

– Dr. Akinwumi Ogunranti” 
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YVAN GUY LAROCQUE

Yvan Guy Larocque, CD, LL.M. is a well-respected 
Indigenous business lawyer and the Founder of 
Larocque Business Law. With a practice focused on 
Indigenous Economic Development and Governance, 
Mr. Larocque has extensive experience advising 
Indigenous governments and Economic Development 
Groups on a wide range of corporate, financing, tax 
and development matters.

Mr. Larocque holds a Juris Doctor degree from the 
Peter A. Allard School of Law (UBC) with a Business 
Law Concentration and a Specialization in Aboriginal 
Law, as well as a Master of Laws from Osgoode Hall 
Law School with a Specialization in Business Law. He 
is called to the Bar in the Province of British Columbia 
and Manitoba.

Prior to joining Robson Hall as an Instructor, Mr. 
Larocque regularly guest lectured on the subjects 
Indigenous economic development and governance 
at the University of British Columbia and University of 
Victoria and taught Commercial Law and Corporations 
I as a Practicing Professional Instructor.

Mr. Larocque has also had a lengthy military career, 
having served in the Canadian Armed Forces for over 
20 years in both the Royal Canadian Navy and Royal 
Canadian Air Force and currently holds the rank of 
Petty Officer 1st Class.

Mr. Larocque’s expertise and contributions to the field 
of Indigenous business law are further reflected in 

his co-authorship of “The Taxation and Financing of 
Aboriginal Businesses in Canada” (Thomson Reuters). 
His dedication to improving the economic opportuni-
ties and legal rights of Indigenous peoples in Canada is 
a testament to his commitment to justice and equality.   
n

“I’M HONOURED TO JOIN THE 
FACULTY OF AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MANITOBA FACULTY OF LAW 
AS AN INSTRUCTOR AND LOOK 

FORWARD TO SHARING MY 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES AND 

KNOWLEDGE WITH STUDENTS IN 
MY COURSES AND CLINICAL WORK. 

I’M ALSO LOOKING FORWARD 
TO JOINING OTHER INDIGENOUS 
INSTRUCTORS AND PROFESSORS 
AT ROBSON HALL IN CONTINUING 
TO ADVANCE RECONCILIATION IN 

LEGAL EDUCATION AND THE LEGAL 
PROFESSION.

– Yvan Guy Larocque” 
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NATASHA BROWN

In January 2023, the Faculty of Law received fund-
ing from the Manitoba Law Foundation to create 
the position of “Director of Access to Justice and 
Community Engagement” on a 3-year term. Natasha 
Brown assumed this position on April 3, 2023. She 
is responsible for coordinating the Access to Justice 
Advisory Network which serves as a resource for jus-
tice system stakeholders and helps to address access 
to justice issues in our province. She is also tasked 
with bringing an access to justice lens to the Faculty 
of Law’s many clinical programs. 

On June 7, 2023, Ms. Brown presented at Pro Bono 
Students Canada’s inaugural National Summer 
Learning Institute on the topic of “Barriers to Justice”.

Ms. Brown and Assistant Professor Gerard Kennedy 
(University of Alberta) are collaborating on a paper 
entitled, “The Access to Justice Needs of Manitobans: 
Legal Practitioners’ Views”. Ms. Brown also co-edits 
an “Access to Justice” blog which highlights develop-
ments related to access to justice from across Canada, 
with an emphasis on those relevant to Manitoba. The 
blog can be found at: https://mbaccesstojustice.ca/
a2j-blog-2/.

In early October 2023, Ms. Brown launched a website 
for Manitoba’s Access to Justice stakeholder commu-
nity [https://mbaccesstojustice.ca/]. In addition to 
housing an A2J Blog and acting as the landing page 
for Manitoba’s Access to Justice Week, the website 
includes important Access to Justice news and a quar-
terly newsletter for stakeholders.

On October 12, 2023, Ms. Brown attended the 
International Access to Justice Forum, which was held 
at the University of California, Irvine. She presented a 
perspective on how legal education can incorporate 
access to justice issues within the curriculum and 
balance social justice and educational needs on a 
panel titled, “Pedagogical Choices: Law Schools and 
Legal Clinics”. 

On October 25, 2023, Ms. Brown acted as head orga-
nizer of Manitoba’s 2023 Access to Justice Week 
and acted as the moderator for the Access to Justice 
Week event entitled, “Are we there yet? Reflecting 
on A2J Progress & the Obligation to Advance A2J 
in Manitoba”. For more details on Access to Justice 
Week, please visit: https://mbaccesstojustice.ca/
access-to-justice-week-2023/.   n

“MS. BROWN ALSO CO-EDITS 
AN “ACCESS TO JUSTICE” 
BLOG WHICH HIGHLIGHTS 

DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO 
ACCESS TO JUSTICE FROM 
ACROSS CANADA, WITH AN 

EMPHASIS ON THOSE RELEVANT 
TO MANITOBA. 

” 

https://mbaccesstojustice.ca/a2j-blog-2/
https://mbaccesstojustice.ca/a2j-blog-2/
https://mbaccesstojustice.ca
https://mbaccesstojustice.ca/access-to-justice-week-2023/
https://mbaccesstojustice.ca/access-to-justice-week-2023/
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The Faculty of Law welcomed alum Allison Fenske 
[LLB/2007] to the role of Clinical Counsel. In addition 
to assisting the University of Manitoba Community Law 
Centre’s Director with supervising students, Fenske 
is teaching Gender and the Law and working on the 
development of an international human rights clinic.

A graduate of the Robson Hall, Ms. Fenske was called 
to the bar in 2008. After beginning her legal career with 
Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP, she joined Legal 
Aid Manitoba’s Public Interest Law Centre in 2015 
and has represented residential school survivors, First 
Nations organizations and equity-deserving groups. In 
2013, she received the Manitoba Bar Association Pro 
Bono Award for the donation of professional services 
towards the enhancement of access of public interest 
legal services in Manitoba. In 2016, Ms. Fenske was 
commended by the Clerk of the Executive Council 
for her work on behalf of patients seeking medical 
assistance in dying for which she also received the 
Manitoba Bar Association Access to Justice Award.

In addition to court work, Ms. Fenske has co-authored 
publications in the areas of access to justice and public 
interest litigation including “Justice Starts Here: A 
one-stop approach for achieving greater justice in 
Manitoba,” Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, 
2017 and “Wheels of Justice: Reflections from the 

Public Interest Law Centre of Legal Aid Manitoba,” 
published in the book Public Interest Litigation in 
Canada, edited by Cheryl Milne and Kent Roach, 2019 
(LexisNexis: Toronto) and Supreme Court Law Review, 
90:2.

Having focused her legal practice in public law (includ-
ing in the areas of human rights, constitutional and 
Aboriginal law) and administrative law, Ms. Fenske 
brings much-needed focus to teach students how to 
litigate in these areas. Her experience working for Legal 
Aid Manitoba makes her a perfect fit to be returning to 
the Manitoba Law Foundation-supported UMCLC. The 
University of Manitoba’s Strategic Initiatives Support 
Fund’s investment in the forthcoming international 
human rights clinic is also in good hands as she gets 
settled at Robson Hall.  n

New Clinical Counsel at Faculty of Law to  
support International Human Rights initiative
Practicing lawyer Allison Fenske [LLB/2007] joins  
Faculty of Law as Clinical Counsel.

“I HAVE FOCUSED MY ADVOCACY 
WORK ON NAVIGATING 

LEGAL ISSUES THROUGH AN 
INTERSECTIONAL FEMINIST 

AND SOCIAL INCLUSION LENS 
ON BEHALF OF PEOPLE AND 

COMMUNITIES MARGINALIZED 
THROUGH STATE AND SYSTEMIC 

OPPRESSION. 

– Allison Fenske
” 

https://policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/Manitoba%20Office/2017/11/Justice_Starts_Here_PILC.pdf
https://policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/Manitoba%20Office/2017/11/Justice_Starts_Here_PILC.pdf
https://policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/Manitoba%20Office/2017/11/Justice_Starts_Here_PILC.pdf
https://store.lexisnexis.ca/fr/products/public-interest-litigation-in-canada-lexisnexis-canada-skusku-cad-6721/details
https://store.lexisnexis.ca/fr/products/public-interest-litigation-in-canada-lexisnexis-canada-skusku-cad-6721/details
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The LL.M. program at the University of Manitoba is 
a full-time, research-intensive program that attracts 
students from across Canada and around the world. 
The thesis-based LL.M. is ideal for students who wish 
to pursue a specific area of legal study in depth. With 
research streams focusing on human rights, business 
law, Indigenous studies, public policy, law and society 
and criminal law, the program reflects the Faculty of 
Law’s commitment to fostering both interdisciplinary 
and doctrinal research of regional, national and global 
significance. 

Beginning in September, 2025, the Faculty of Law 
will offer a course-based LL.M. for those wishing to com-
plete an LL.M. without undertaking a major research 
thesis. The course-based LL.M. is designed for anyone 
seeking to deepen their knowledge of a particular area 
of law whether for professional or academic reasons. 

The Master of Laws is administered by Associate 
Dean and Professor Donn Short. His books may be 
found here.  

Graduate Studies in Law 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/programs-of-study/admissions/admission-llm
https://www.ubcpress.ca/cara-krmpotich
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MANITOBA LAWYER JOEL LEBOIS OBTAINS 

LL.M. DEGREE TO RESEARCH BETTER WAYS 

TO RESOLVE CONFLICT – IN FRENCH

Joel Lebois is the first graduate of the Master of Laws 
(LL.M.) program from the University of Manitoba’s 
Faculty of Law to write his thesis entirely in French. Mr. 
Lebois is a proud Francophone and practicing lawyer 
in Manitoba, who has appeared almost annually in 
the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre (RMTC) Lawyer’s 
Play since his call to the Manitoba bar in 2009. While 
working as in-house counsel at the University of 
Manitoba’s legal department, he realized that he 
wanted to deepen his knowledge of the law in the area 
of post-secondary institution complaints processes 
and was drawn to the Robson Hall community, which 
would allow him to complete his degree in French.

His thesis, written in French, “Les modes substitutifs 
de résolution des différends en matière de violence à 
caractère sexuel ou de discrimination chez les institu-
tions postsecondaires au Manitoba,” was supervised 
by Professor Lorna Turnbull

Mr. Lebois’ thesis drew from a number of experiences 
including his time working as in-house Counsel at the 

University of Manitoba, where one of his portfolios 
was serving as Human Rights Counsel for the Office 
of Human Rights and Conflict Management. “As I was 
continuing to learn about the investigatory process 
and continuing to administer it at the University, I 
was also talking to counterparts across the country 
and seeing what was going on at their universities,” 
recounts Mr. Lebois. “I was asking questions about 
how their systems worked and what was successful 
within their areas and how we could improve.”

Mr. Lebois’ bold and innovative research focuses on 
complaint mechanisms for human rights violations as 
they exist at postsecondary institutions in Manitoba. 
Based on his careful research and experiences, 
Lebois’ dynamic thesis proposes a different system 
than the one that postsecondary institutions currently 
use. The current model is a concurrent offering of 
resolution options, where a complainant is offered 
alternative dispute resolution concurrently to more 
formal mechanisms of redress. “Offering these con-
currently is the wrong choice in my opinion and that is 
what I argue in my thesis,” Lebois explains. “I believe 
that they should be offered as a cascade where the 
alternative dispute resolution for non-criminal behav-
iors should always be offered first before a formal 
complaint mechanism is explored.”

When asked who benefits from his thesis, Mr. Lebois 
says, “It’s not really a stretch to say it’s everyone that 
benefits from this. […] Universities are an economic 
driver within Manitoba, representing a lot of important 
work being done, a lot of important training being 
done and a lot of innovation that’s taking place. You 
want the systems that underpin all of that to work 
well as well.”

Mr. Lebois is a testimony to the University of 
Manitoba’s LL.M. program at the Faculty of Law. 

The Faculty of Law at the University of Manitoba hosts 
the Access to Justice in French Concentration pro-
gram for JD students and now has graduated its first 
of hopefully many more LL.M. students in French.  n  

Convocation June 2024:  
Focus on LL.M. Student Joel Lebois
In defence of ADR in post-secondary complaints processes

LL.M. 2024 graduate Joel Lebois, stands proudly beside a 
research poster of his Master’s thesis topic, which he wrote 
entirely in French.  

https://umanitoba.ca/law/programs-of-study/admissions/admission-llm
https://umanitoba.ca/law/programs-of-study/access-to-justice-in-french-program
https://umanitoba.ca/law/programs-of-study/access-to-justice-in-french-program
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MASTER OF LAWS (LL.M.) –  

RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS 

To invest in further business research, the Marcel 
A. Desautels Centre for Private Enterprise and the 
Law offered five inaugural business-related Research 
Assistantships to incoming LL.M. students. The gradu-
ate students came from universities around the globe 
and contributed research in a number of business 
law topics including anti-corruption law, partnership 
law and organizational criminal liability. Our Research 
Director, Professor Darcy MacPherson coached and 
mentored these bright Research Assistants through-
out the 2023-2024 academic year.

This year’s LL.M. cohort are conducting their own 
graduate research in a number of areas directly 
related to the Centre’s mandate. The Master of Laws 
is a full-time research degree focused on faculty-su-
pervised research leading to a thesis. This is ideal for 
students who wish to deepen their legal knowledge 

and research skills and for those who are consider-
ing advancing to a Ph.D. or undertaking careers in 
research, policy work, or legal practice. The Desautels 
Graduate Research Assistants for the 2023-2024 aca-
demic year were Lovelyn Osiele, Chiamaka Ilozue, 
Chinecherem Anayo-Enechukwu, Oluwafiso Ayita and 
Xiaobing Li. Their graduate work included mediation 
and alternative dispute resolution strategies for busi-
nesses, the law of shareholder proposals, the Nevsun 
decision, creating new torts to deal with violations 
of international law by Canadian corporations acting 
abroad, the Canadian national securities regulator 
debate and human rights and business.   n

LL.M. Incoming Class 2023-2024 
Graduate Students Doing Research

Front Row left to right: Rory Churchill-Henry, Professor Darcy MacPherson, Research Director, Marcel A. Desautels 
Centre for Private Enterprise   Back Row left to right: Xiaobing Li, Oluwafiso Ayita, Lovelyn Osiele, Dr. Donn Short, 
Associate Dean (Research & Graduate Studies), Larry Munir, Chiamaka Ilozue, Chinecherem Anayo-Enechukwu    
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The Faculty of Law’s Master of Human Rights 
(M.H.R.) is an interdisciplinary program training 
students practically and academically for careers 
in human rights work. The program works in collab-
oration with UM faculties including Arts, Education 
and Social Work.

The M.H.R.program’s annual Symposium took place 
on Wednesday, January 25, 2024 at the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights. The symposium gives stu-
dents enrolled in both the interdisciplinary graduate 
degree’s practicum and thesis streams an opportunity 
to present their research and share field experience 
gained from their respective placement sites.

Twelve students presented their work in four dif-
ferent panels organized in topics including Gender 
and Human Rights, Indigenous and Minority Rights, 
New Horizons in Human Rights and Migration, 
Displacement and Human Rights.

Evandro Andrade did his practicum with Immigration 

Partnership Winnipeg (IPW). His major research paper 
was entitled, “The Impact of Sanctuary City Policies 
on Healthcare Access for Immigrants in Winnipeg.” 
Formerly an Intelligence Analyst at the Brazilian 
Intelligence Agency and an International Assistant 
Advisor at the Ministry of Mines and Energy in Brazil 
Andrade explored Canada’s decentralized health 
rights system. He also reviewed Winnipeg’s Newcomer 
Welcome and Inclusion Policy, contrasting different 
Sanctuary City Policy (SCP) implementations globally. 

Erin Gobert, who currently works as a Research 
Coordinator at Research and Education for Solutions 
to Violence and Abuse (RESOLVE), is in the M.H.R. 
program’s thesis stream and is completing her thesis 
on “Human Rights and Reproductive Health Care 
in Rural, Remote and Northern Manitoba.” She is 
studying whether there are human rights violations 
regarding reproductive health care in rural, remote 
and northern (RRN) Manitoba.

Nabil Iqbal, who practiced law in India with a 

SYMPOSIUM SHOWCASES RESEARCH 

MASTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS (M.H.R.)
Combination of practicum placements and research papers form solid  
education and experience in human rights progress

Master of Human Rights students presented their work both in-person and online at the 2024 
Symposium at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, MTS Classroom. 
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specialization in Human Rights, already has expe-
rience contributing to constitutional and human 
rights cases. He interned at the National Human 
Rights Commission. His thesis is entitled, “Refining 
Legal Frameworks for Cross-border Climate-Induced 
Displacement: A Comprehensive Analysis of 
Provisions, Definitions and New Arrangements under 
International Law.” His overall goal is to contribute to 
the discourse on cross-border climate-induced dis-
placement of persons in international law.

Yuri Suzuki completed her practicum at the Manitoba 
Association of Rights and Liberties (MARL) and pre-
sented her major research paper entitled, “Toward 
Equality: Exploring the Dowa Education’s Role in 
Overcoming Buraku Discrimination in Japan.” Ms. 
Suzuki has a background in working in the field of 
children’s rights. Ms. Suzuki’s paper’s concern is dis-
crimination in Japan against the Burakumin people, 
who are racially and ethnically Japanese but have 
historically been considered “unclean.” 

Students invited family and friends to attend as well 
as practicum mentors and thesis advisors. About 18 
individuals also attended the event online including 
professors, advisors, mentors, alumni and practicum 
placement staff who were unable to attend in-person. 
Attendees who joined in-person included University of 
Manitoba professors from the Faculties of Social Work, 
Law, Arts (the Department of History) and Medicine, 
as well as representatives from the National Centre for 
Truth and Reconciliation, the Human Rights Hub, the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights and members 
of the public.  n

Other Practicum placements and topics presented 
were grouped in themes as follows:

Gender and Human Rights

Chloe Vickar

Practicum site: PERIOD

Paper: “It’s a Privilege to Bleed: A Human Rights 
Analysis of Menstrual Equity at Canadian Universities”

Bryn Pfeifer

Practicum site: RESOLVE

Paper: “Intimate Partner Violence and Migration 
Through the Lense of International Human Rights Law: 
A Policy Review of Canada and the United Kingdom.”

Indigenous and Minority Rights

Ken Mangako

Practicum Site: National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation

Paper: “On Canada’s Commitment to UNDRIP: An 
Assessment of Canada’s UNDRIP Act and Judicial 
Measures on the Recognition and Reconciliation of 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”

Ana Martin

Practicum Site: National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation

Paper: “Incorporating Indigenous Knowledge into 
Human Rights Policy: A Framework for Better Equity 
and Rights Protection.”

New Horizons in Human Rights

Trixie Maybituin

Thesis title: “Applying the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights’ Article 2(1) 
Obligations to Winnipeg’s Municipal Budget”
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Fatemeh Shabani

Thesis title: “A Perspective-Based Approach to 
Human Rights”

Marisa Ranieri

Practicum site: Faculty of Law, University of Manitoba; 
Department of Justice Studies, University of Regina

Paper: “Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID) 
While Incarcerated vs Compassionate Release: A 
Comprehensive Analysis+ of “Dying with Dignity” 
within the Canadian Carceral System”

Migration, Displacement and Human 
Rights

Lily (Faezeh) Barzegari

Practicum site: Canadian Museum for Human Rights

Paper: “Advocating for Labour Mobility and Permanent 
Residency for Canada’s Seasonal Agricultural Workers 
from an International Human Rights Law Perspective”    
n

“ 
THE SYMPOSIUM IS 
A GREAT CHANCE 

FOR STUDENTS TO 
SHARE AND RECEIVE 
FEEDBACK ON THEIR 
RESEARCH,” SAID DR. 

KJELL ANDERSON, 
DIRECTOR OF THE 

M.H.R. PROGRAM. “IT’S 
ALSO A WAY FOR OUR 

PROGRAM TO CONNECT 
WITH THE BROADER 
WINNIPEG HUMAN 

RIGHTS COMMUNITY, 
WHO ARE CRUCIAL 
PARTNERS IN OUR 

COMMUNITY OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS RESEARCH AND 

PRACTICE.  

” 
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Hiding in Plain Sight

Their struggles have been all over the news in 
recent years—from people fleeing extreme wildfires 
in North America to escaping unprecedented flooding 
in Pakistan to seeking refuge from record-breaking 
drought in Somalia. But the people UM grad student 
Nabil Iqbal is trying to help don’t exist. At least, not 
legally.

Oxford Languages defines a climate refugee as “a 
person who has been forced to leave their home 
as a result of the effects of climate change on their 
environment” yet you won’t find the term in any legal 
documents.

They are invisible just by name, not by numbers. 
According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring 
Centre, 8.7 million people were forced to leave their 
homes in 2022 as a result of natural disasters—floods, 
droughts and wildfires chiefly among them. It is the 
highest reported figure in a decade.

“As part of my current research, I divided the world 
into various parts to understand where this problem 
is more persistent,” explains Mr. Iqbal. “But what I 
found is that this issue is prevalent in each and every 
region. And yet there is not a single person in this world 
who has been given either refugee protection or any 

protection under human rights law because they’ve 
been impacted by the effects of climate change—that 
is concerning.”

He’s trying to answer questions critical to the issue, 
like: Exactly when does a person become a climate 
refugee?

“If we talk about climate there is no particular thresh-
old that we can say, ‘Okay after this incident, this 
person can be called a climate refugee.’ If a country 
is in a situation of war for five days, after that, a person 
can be called a refugee. But in most climate change 
situations it’s a slow onset—over five, 10, maybe 15 
years.”

Take, for example, the inhabitants of Kiribati: a small 
island nation in Micronesia slowly shrinking by the 
rising ocean. It’s now at risk of becoming the first 
country in the world to be swallowed into the sea. 
Contaminated drinking water, destroyed homes and 
depleting agricultural land are just some of their cur-
rent hurdles. At least one family has tried to leave the 
island but was denied asylum by neighbouring New 
Zealand because the threat to life was not “imminent.”

Ironically, Mr. Iqbal notes, most climate refugees seek 
safety at the hands of their prosecutors: Developed 
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countries like Australia, the U.S. and Canada are some 
of the biggest carbon emitters.

By analyzing the pros and cons of each law he hopes to 
make a recommendation on the best legal approach, 
whether it’s making amendments to current laws or 
developing a new body of law that addresses climate 
refugees directly.

He is adamant that the situation merits an urgent 
response. “A lot of people think that this is something 
which will happen in 10 or 15 years, but these climate 
refugees are having an issue right now. It’s happening 
in a very huge way.”  n

“TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, 
THE INHABITANTS OF 

KIRIBATI: A SMALL ISLAND 
NATION IN MICRONESIA 

SLOWLY SHRINKING 
BY THE RISING OCEAN. 

IT’S NOW AT RISK OF 
BECOMING THE FIRST 

COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 
TO BE SWALLOWED INTO 

THE SEA.

” 
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The high calibre of academic work being produced 
by Faculty of Law students this year has garnered 
several third-year Juris Doctor students at Robson Hall 
invitations to present papers at national conferences 
this month. Matthew London and Justin Papoff and 
Megan Simpson attended the Windsor Review of Legal 
and Social Issues 17th Annual Canadian Law Student 
Conference, held March 14th and 15th, 2024 at the 
University of Windsor law school. Lou Lamari (3L) 
presented a paper at the McGill Centre for Human 
Rights and Legal Pluralism’s Disability and Human 
Rights Student Colloquium, that took place March 
22. The Faculty of Law is pleased to support students 
presenting at conferences and was able to assist those 
attending in-person.

The Canadian Law Student Conference, hosted by 
the Windsor Review of Legal and Social Issues, offers 
law students the unique opportunity to present their 
work and receive feedback from faculty and peers. 
The Conference takes place over a two-day period 
in Windsor, Ontario and is attended by faculty, law 
students, practitioners and judges from across 
Canada. This year’s Keynote Address was given by The 
Honourable Justice Malcolm Rowe of the Supreme 
Court of Canada, who visited Robson Hall on March 
28.

Matthew London, who will be clerking with the Tax 
Court of Canada upon graduating, submitted,“The 
Regulated Wild West: Sports Betting and Dispute 
Resolution in Canada”. He wrote the paper for the 
Dispute Resolution course taught by Professor 
Jennifer Schulz. “I’d encourage others to apply for 
conferences, journals or paper awards, because there 
are a lot of opportunities available across the country,” 
he said.

Justin Papoff, who will article at MLT Aikins LLP in 
Winnipeg upon graduation, presented his paper, 
“Holding the Kids Hostage: What Family Lawyers 
Can Learn from Hostage Negotiators. The paper 
was written for Professor Michelle Gallant’s Dispute 
Resolution class during the Fall 2023 semester. “I 
submitted the paper because I thought that my com-
parison of hostage negotiations and family disputes 
was a unique one that could lead to further research 
into the topic by others,” he said. 

After presenting, Mr. Papoff fielded questions from 
peers and found this to be an important learning expe-
rience that gave him new ideas and opportunities for 
self-reflection. “I was also fortunate to learn about 
many interesting issues as they intersect with the 
law, including environmental racism, India’s caste 
system and the digital privacy of children,” he said, 

JD Students
Law students present at national conferences

Left to right: Justin Papoff, Matthew London and Megan Simpson.
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noting some of the other impactful presentations he 
experienced.

Megan Simpson presented on the topic of “Learning 
from Feminist Methodologies: A Way Forward for 
the Human Rights Approach to Disability-Based 
Persecution.” The paper was written for Dr. Amar 
Khoday’s Refugee Law class and discussed the types 
of harms that have been found by refugee decision 
makers to qualify as persecution based on disabil-
ity for which refugee protection should be afforded. 
Ms. Simpson argued that these forms of harm are 
too anchored in traditional conceptions of harm that 
lead to the adoption of the Refugee Convention and 
are not responsive to the lived experiences of persons 
with disabilities nor the international human rights 
instruments that have been adopted to reflect unique 
positionalities of these persons. 

The panel Ms. Simpson presented on was entitled, 
“Interdisciplinary Perspectives.” On the whole, the 
Conference showed her how much there is to learn 
from other legal and non-legal disciplines. 

Lou Lamari’s paper, “Not Without Health: The 
Accessible Canada Act and Canada’s Failure to 
Implement the CRPD,” was written for the Human 
Rights Law course taught in the Fall term by Assistant 
Professor Nathan Derejko, Mauro Chair in Human 
Rights and Social Justice. “He recommended I try 
to publish it, so I will be looking into that after the 
conference,” said Mr. Lamari.

The McGill event is a hybrid bilingual student collo-
quium with students from across Canada presenting 
research on disability and human rights. The keynote 
speaker this year was Professor Stephanie Chipeur, 
Law and Disability Policy professor at the University 
of Calgary.   n

“ THIS CONFERENCE 
HELPED ME TO SEE HOW 
OTHER STUDENTS ARE 

TAKING THEIR FINDINGS 
AND MAKING CONCRETE 

AND IMPLEMENTABLE 
RECOMMENDATIONS BASED 

ON THEM WHICH HAS 
ASSISTED ME IN IMPROVING 

MY OWN PAPER.

    ”
– Megan Simpson (3L)

Justin Papoff (3L) presents his paper written for 
Professor Michelle Gallant’s Dispute Resolution class.  
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For the fourth time in five years, a law student 
at Robson Hall has won the annual Canadian Bar 
Association Charities and Not-for-Profit Law Section’s 
student essay-writing contest. Robert Johnstone is a 
third-year Juris Doctor student whose winning paper 
was titled “The Secularization of Philanthropy: 
Examining the Potential Revocation of the Roman 
Catholic Church’s Charitable Status.”

The CBA’s Charities and Not-for-Profit Law section 
had established its law student essay contest to pro-
mote and reward interest in charity and not-for-profit 
law topics in Canadian law schools and to promote 
participation by law students in the sector.

The award is presented annually for the best English 
or French scholarly paper received by the submission 
date on a subject relating to Canadian charity and 
not-for-profit law, by a full-time law student.

Robert Johnstone is part of the L. Kerry Vickar 
Business Law Clinic and serves as an assistant 
editor of the Banking and Finance Law Review. Mr. 
Johnstone worked as a summer law student at MLT 

Aikins LLP. He wrote the winning essay after tsaking 
Professor Michelle Gallant’s course Philanthropy and 
the Law which examines philanthropy and the origins 
and regulation of charities. The course considers the 
ethics of giving, tax governance, the legal meaning of 
‘charity,’ fund-raising, terrorism and non-for profits.

Reflecting on this area of law, Mr. Johnstone said, 
“Philanthropy isn’t just about the allocation of 
resources, but also includes examining the best 
method for their delivery. The Catholic Church and 
how it impacts Canadian society from a charitable 
perspective, provided an interesting case study.”  n 

UM Faculty of Law student recognized for 
Philanthropy and the Law research
Fourth Manitoban in five years wins Canadian Bar Association essay award

Robert Johnstone (3L) won the 2023 CBA Charities 
and Not-for-Profit Law Section’s student essay-writ-
ing contest.

“ 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

AND HOW IT IMPACTS 
CANADIAN SOCIETY FROM A 
CHARITABLE PERSPECTIVE, 
PROVIDED AN INTERESTING 

CASE STUDY.

” 

https://www.cba.org/Sections/Charities-and-Not-for-Profit-Law/Resources/Resources/2023/EssayWinner2023Charities
https://www.cba.org/Sections/Charities-and-Not-for-Profit-Law/Resources/Resources/2023/EssayWinner2023Charities
https://www.cba.org/Sections/Charities-and-Not-for-Profit-Law/Resources/Resources/2023/EssayWinner2023Charities
https://business-law-clinic.sites.umanitoba.ca
https://business-law-clinic.sites.umanitoba.ca
https://bflr.ca
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The 12th United Nations Forum on Business and 
Human Rights, held in Geneva, Switzerland from 
November 26-29, 2023, brought together a diverse 
and global community of scholars, practitioners, 
consultants, community activists, UN and govern-
ment officials. With the support of the Business Law 
Advisory Committee, Dr. Laura Reimer, Director of 
Program Development attended in-person for the 
purpose of networking and gathering information for 
the Faculty’s Business and Human Rights initiatives. 
Jenna Chemerika, Faculty of Law Program Review 
Coordinator, also participated virtually from Canada. 

The Forum centred on the 2011 UN Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights, which implement 
the United Nations, “Protect, Respect and Remedy” 
framework - but which are also complicated and 
difficult to action. Much of the Forum focused on 
translating the concept into practice.

The Forum featured three full days of simultaneous 
sessions, side events and evening gatherings cater-
ing to specific interests. Each day, sessions ran from 
10 am to 6 pm, with notable Opening and Closing 
Plenary sessions. The Sessions were recorded and 
can be watched on the 12th UN Forum on Business 
and Human Rights website.

The attendance of 3,993 individuals from 144 coun-
tries, both in person and online, highlighted the 
significance of the event. Information presented 
at workshops and events by scholars and experts 
revealed potential for engagement and impact for 
the Faculty and, in particular, provided a trailblazing 
opportunity for the Marcel A. Desautels Centre for 
Private Enterprise and the Law.

The purpose of sending a representative of the 
Marcel A. Desautels Centre and the Faculty of Law 
was multi-faceted, including networking, knowledge 
expansion, exploration of candidates for an adver-
tised Research Associate opportunity in business and 
human rights and promotion of the Centre’s upcoming 
conference on Business and Human Rights to be held 
November, 2025. 

One fact that became evident at many sessions 
attended at the Forum was that Canada is notably 
behind in business and human rights research and 
programming inside academia. In particular, Canada 
lags in regulation and law and enforcement that 
ensures business practices that respect human rights. 
Currently, businesses merely “self-regulate.” Through 
the 10-plus sessions, it became evident that there 
are rich opportunities for law schools to be agents for 
change to advance the guiding principles of human 
rights in business and business law. The Marcel A. 
Desautels Centre is developing a Canadian hub for 
research, teaching and networking in this field. 

MARCEL A. DESAUTELS CENTRE MANDATE

The mandate of The Marcel A. Desautels Centre for 
Private Enterprise and the Law is to integrate the dis-
ciplines of law, business and the humanities as they 
apply to family-controlled and other private enter-
prises. The focus on private enterprise, rather than 
public corporations and a multi-disciplinary approach 
to understanding business people, as well as their 
businesses, makes the Centre equipped to engage 

Legal research in action
Marcel A. Desautels Centre Travels to 12th UN Forum on  
Business and Human Rights in Geneva

https://www.ohchr.org/en/events/sessions/2023/12th-united-nations-forum-business-and-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/events/sessions/2023/12th-united-nations-forum-business-and-human-rights
https://www.desautelscentre.ca/conference/
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issues at all stages of the private business life cycle, 
from conception through growth and development, 
to maturity, succession and disposition.

One of the challenges of human rights and business 
is communication. Family businesses globally do not 
confront this challenge to the same level because 
dialogue is typically simpler among family members 
and this translates into the family business context. 
One of the key messages of the Forum was the need 
for respectful, informed dialogue in businesses and 
between businesses and communities. The creation 
of a Business and Human Rights checklist for due 
diligence and equitable outcomes in business supply 
chains is an immediate opportunity for collaboration 
among our graduate and JD students for developing 
such a list. 

CANADIAN FORUM ON BUSINESS & 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Teaching Business and Human Rights Forum met 
the day after the Forum. This group sponsors the pres-
tigious Business and Human Rights Journal (BHJR), 
published by the Cambridge University Press and 
seeks to publish research and to equip academics to 
advance the UN Guiding Principles on Business and 
Human Rights (UNGPs). Dr. Laura Reimer attended 
by invitation. 

Scholars from universities around the globe attended, 
including Japan, Australia, Slovakia, Hong Kong, 
Geneva, UK, Paris, Toyko, Poland, Brazil and American 
schools like Columbia, Harvard and Yale. They talked 
about the potential to expand knowledge about busi-
ness and human rights through the development of 
course modules for law courses like Administrative 
Law, Public Policy and Social Corporate Responsibility. 
Today’s law students comprise a generation that wants 
to make a positive impact and scholars shared how 
eager their students are to learn more about business 
and human rights. The Marcel A. Desautels Centre can 
play a key role in developing the Guiding Principles 
for application in Manitoba businesses and beyond 
our borders.

Focus on Indigenous Peoples

Dialogue with Indigenous Peoples emerged as a 
central theme in various sessions and the lack of dia-
logue, including prior, informed and free consent was 
addressed consistently by Indigenous representatives 
from around the globe. Several of the large businesses 
attending the Forum echoed this need and explained 
how they have shifted their practices to align with the 
UNGPs and to ensure better development outcomes 
for everyone involved. This theme revealed that The 
Desautels Centre, in collaboration with the Faculty of 
Law’s office of the Director of Indigenous Learning 
and Services and the L. Kerry Vickar Business Law 
Clinic, could play significant roles in facilitating the 
implementation of UNGPs, especially in terms of 
respectful dialogue, in Indigenous legal matters and 
business development.

International Impact and Collaboration

Participants and panelists at the Forum indicated 
a willingness among family businesses globally to 
implement the UNGPs, but there are many chal-
lenges. Because of the strong familial structure of 
businesses in the middle east, dialogue about the 
UNGPs is readily fostered; implementation is not. The 
Marcel A. Desautels Centre, through its website por-
tals and business law-focussed peer-reviewed journal, 
can play a pivotal role in much needed dialogue and 
in the communication of the UNGPs.

Conference 

The Centre’s upcoming conference in November of 
2025 in collaboration with the Human Rights Centre 
at Essex University, to be held at the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights and the Faculty’s current 
search for a Research Associate in Business and 
Human Rights, further demonstrate the Faculty of 
Law’s commitment to advancing this critical field. 
Recognizing that Canada has no centre for Business 
and Human Rights, the Faculty of Law is excited to 
be foundational as this opportunity is developed with 
relevance and innovation.  n

https://teachbhr.org
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/business-and-human-rights-journal
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/marc-kruse
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/marc-kruse
https://business-law-clinic.sites.umanitoba.ca
https://business-law-clinic.sites.umanitoba.ca
https://www.essex.ac.uk/centres-and-institutes/human-rights
https://www.essex.ac.uk/centres-and-institutes/human-rights
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Peer Review
Legal Research Publications and Centres

Thriving in a vibrant research community, professors at 
the University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law are well-re-
spected and published internationally, nationally and 
locally. Research conducted at Robson Hall contrib-
utes greatly to the advancement of legal and socio-legal 
knowledge and the development of public policy across 
Canada and the globe.

The following news items capture a sampling of the 
most recent activities of the Manitoba Law Journal, the 
Asper Review of International Business and Trade Law 
and the Canadian Journal of Human Rights.
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International consortium of scholars contributes to  
important trilogy of forth-coming volumes

The Executive Editors of the Manitoba Law Journal, 
Dr. Bryan P. Schwartz and Dr. Darcy L. MacPherson 
are pleased to announce the August release of a spe-
cial issue on Canada’s Emergencies Act: Beyond the 
Rouleau Report (Volume 46, Issue 1).

This project was conceived by Dr. Nomi Claire Lazar 
(Professor, Graduate School of Public and International 
Affairs, University of Ottawa) and Dr. Jocelyn Stacey 
(Associate Professor, Allard School of Law, University 
of British Columbia) and an international consortium 
of scholars consisting of 15 key contributors across 
Canada and the United States. The MLJ’s Digital 
Editor, Lily Deardoff, has provided an original cover 
design to reflect the nature of the publication and 
the issues involved. The faculty and student editors at 
the MLJ have worked for many months to assist with 
completing the peer-review process and the detailed 
copy-editing of the material, to ensure the publication 
meets the highest professional standards.

The MLJ is committed to encouraging and publishing 
independent and high calibre commentary on current 
developments in law and society. The Emergencies Act 

issue is part of a trilogy of MLJ special issues relating 
to how Canada’s legal system reacts to times of crisis. 
The next issue, edited by Schwartz and MacPherson, 
will focus on how the legal system in Manitoba moved 
towards online dispute resolution in the COVID context. 
The third issue will contain a series of oral histories by 
senior lawmakers in Manitoba about how the COVID 
crisis was managed as a whole.

The current issue is being released electronically 
and is immediately available on the Manitoba Law 
Journal website and also through a wide variety of 
free, public access channels, including the University 
of Alberta open access system and CanLII. The MLJ is 
also available through commercial outlets including 
Westlaw, Lexis and Hein Online. Print-on-demand as 
well as download versions of the current volume will 
be available at Amazon.com.

Manitoba Law Journal
Manitoba Law Journal publishes special issue on Canada’s Emergencies Act

https://themanitobalawjournal.com
https://themanitobalawjournal.com
https://themanitobalawjournal.com
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The Manitoba Law Journal is excited to announce 
that the Desautels Review of Private Enterprise & 
Law merged with the Asper Review of International 
Business and Trade Law to become The Review of 
Enterprise and Trade Law.

The Desautels Review, a peer-reviewed journal pub-
lished annually through the Manitoba Law Journal, 
plays host to a broad range of multidisciplinary 
research in order to promote a deeper understanding 
of the multifaceted and complex issues facing private 
businesses. Comparative perspectives are welcomed, 
as private enterprises play a vital role in the economies 
of many countries around the world

The journal continued to build on the success of its 
inaugural issue, receiving a wide range of high-qual-
ity articles, case comments and book reviews that 
advanced the understanding of private enterprise and 
the law. With their expertise and their commitment 
to interdisciplinary scholarship, the editorial team 
brought new energy and fresh perspectives to the 
journal.

As The Review of Enterprise and Trade Law opens 
an exciting new chapter, it does so with a strong 
foundation and a clear mandate to advance the 
understanding of private enterprise and the law while 
expanding to cover matters of global interest, includ-
ing international economics and geo-politics. The 
journal’s commitment to interdisciplinary scholarship, 
high-quality content and meaningful engagement with 
its readers and contributors will undoubtedly con-
tinue to drive its success in the years to come. The 
Desautels Centre is excited for the future of the jour-
nal and looks forward to the continued growth and 
success of The Review of Enterprise and Trade Law. 

Please read the Manitoba Law Journal 45.2: The 
inaugural issue of the Desautels Review of Private 
Enterprise & Law – Fall 2022.

Asper Review of International Business and Trade Law
Desautels Review of Private Enterprise and the Law  
Merges with the Asper Review

The Desautel Review owl painted by Brian Seed

https://themanitobalawjournal.com
https://www.desautelscentre.ca/2023/04/17/desautels-review-of-private-enterprise-law-issue-1-fall-2022/
https://www.desautelscentre.ca/2023/04/17/desautels-review-of-private-enterprise-law-issue-1-fall-2022/
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/asperreview/index.php/asperreview/index
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/asperreview/index.php/asperreview/index
https://www.desautelscentre.ca/2023/04/17/desautels-review-of-private-enterprise-law-issue-1-fall-2022/
https://www.desautelscentre.ca/2023/04/17/desautels-review-of-private-enterprise-law-issue-1-fall-2022/
https://www.desautelscentre.ca/2023/04/17/desautels-review-of-private-enterprise-law-issue-1-fall-2022/
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INTERNATIONALLY respected publication 
gives students, scholars opportunities to 
impact human rights

The only Canadian peer-reviewed academic journal 
dealing exclusively with human rights research has 
published its 11th volume. Founded in 2012 by Faculty 
of Law professor, Dr. Donn Short, the Canadian Journal 
of Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Law 
and Policy remains a publication of the Law Faculty 
Council at the University of Manitoba. Each year, about 
20 law students cut their teeth on academic research 
working for the CJHR as assistant editors, editors and 
as senior editors, all under the guidance of Dr. Short 
who continues as Editor-in-Chief.

Produced with funding from the Legal Research 
Institute, the Law Foundation of Manitoba, the CJHR 
is an internationally recognized journal that attracts 
scholarship from respected human rights scholars 
around the world. Publications have included immigra-
tion and refugee law, freedom of expression, equality, 
sexuality and gender rights, international law, criminal 

law and numerous other issues related to domestic and 
international human rights.

“As we start our second decade, I can’t help but think 
back on all of the amazing students who have come 
together each year to work as a team to fulfill our man-
date to promote awareness and discussion of issues of 
human rights law and policy,” said Dr. Short. “So many 
of those students have gone on to have a real impact 
on the respecting of human rights through legal prac-
tice, academia and volunteerism and I have maintained 
contact with many of them.

Former Senior Editor, Brayden Gray spoke highly of the 
experience of working with Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Short, 
emphasising his mentorship and guidance. “I cannot 
express enough how much of a pleasure it was working 
with him and chatting with him about the journal, law 
school and anything else that came up,” said Gray. 
“Every conversation with Dr. Short has been a conver-
sation I feel glad walking out of. I know he may shake 
his head at me for making any of this about him, but 
the journal is uniquely representative of him and it 
wouldn’t be the same CJHR without him. He put his 
trust in Rhiannon and I and it was an honour.”

The CJHR offers opportunities to law students to 
engage in human rights research, which Gray recom-
mends as a way to “maintain their hunger for advocacy 
and to explore their curiosities.”

“Many of our submissions are highlighting gaps in 
human rights, exploring solutions, advocating for 
change and examining unexamined areas,” Gray 
explained. “Peer reviewers often feel privileged to 
review our submissions and are excited to see new 
scholarly articles. I have seen CJHR citations in other 
journals. This is a highly respected and special journal 
for many and I cannot wait to track its progress and 
evolution.”   

Canadian Journal of Human Rights
Canadian Journal of Human Rights publishes 11th Volume
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DESAUTELS CENTRE shares important 
developments with 2024 annual  
Impact Report

This year, the Marcel A. Desautels Centre’s work had 
impact from Vancouver to Geneva. Centre faculty and 
staff worked hard to support students and research – in 
that order. A highlight of the year was supporting the 
2024 Art Braid Business Law Case Competition and 
the student-run Business Law Group at Robson Hall.

The Marcel A. Desautels Centre for Private Enterprise 
and the Law (The Desautels Centre) is housed in the 
Faculty of Law at the University of Manitoba. Officially 
launched in 2006, it is committed to developing a multi-
faceted and clinical approach to understanding private 
businesses. By fostering clinical work for law students, 
financial assistance for conference attendance for busi-
ness law students and research in private enterprise 
and the law by legal and business scholars, the Centre 
facilitates and supports the intellectual and academic 
infrastructure necessary to support private enterprise 
and family-owned businesses in Manitoba.

The Business Advisory Committee of the Faculty of 
Law oversees The Desautels Centre’s activities and 
operations and provide careful scrutiny to ensure 
spending aligns with budget and the mandate of 
the Centre. The Advisory Committee is Chaired by 
the Director of Program Development of the Faculty 
of Law and consists of faculty members from the 
Faculty of Law at Robson Hall at the University of 

Manitoba. Dr. Laura Reimer currently holds the posi-
tion of Director of Program Development and Professor 
Darcy MacPherson is the Desautels Centre’s Research 
Director. The rest of the Business Advisory Committee 
consists of four other senior professors and a Clinical 
Instructor, all of whom are experienced in business, 
contracts, labour and employment law. Currently, 
these include Dr. Bruce Curran, Dr. Michelle Gallant, 
Dr. Bryan Schwartz, K.C., Dr. Katie Szilagyi and Clinical 
Instructor Yvan Guy Larocque.

“The 2023 – 2024 academic year represents impact 
and energy from the Marcel A. Desautels Centre for 
Private Enterprise and the Law at the University of 
Manitoba,” said Dr. Reimer. “We continue to fulfill our 
mission to integrate the disciplines of business, law 
and the humanities as they apply to family controlled 
and other private enterprises, while igniting the minds 
of law students, faculty and our community partners 
to explore the expanding edges of private enterprise 
and the law.

“The research side of the Desautels Centre has had 
a productive year of publication, conference spon-
sorship and conference attendance,” said Professor 
MacPherson. “Our funded research has been pre-
sented by academics and students of the Faculty of 
Law quite literally around the world.”

The Desautels Centre grew out of the legacy of Dr. 
Marcel Andre Desautels, C.M., O.Ont., LL.D., O.M., 
who was a visionary philanthropist who transformed 
business education with his game-changing gifts to 
Canadian Universities. Although he passed away on 
January 31, 2023 at the age of 88, his legacy to the 
University of Manitoba Faculty of Law continues to 
inspire us and create opportunities for students and 
faculty to strengthen research and practice at the inter-
section of private enterprise and the law.

The Desautels Centre 2024 Impact Report can be read 
in full on the Desautels Centre website.    

Marcel A. Desautels Centre for  
Private Enterprise & the Law
Making an impact on private enterprise in Manitoba

https://news.umanitoba.ca/second-annual-art-braid-business-law-case-competition-honours-late-professors-legacy/
https://www.desautelscentre.ca/impact-report/
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The Interdisciplinary Journal of Indigenous 
Inaakonigewin is the fifth dimension of the Manitoba 
Law Journal. It formalizes the dimension previously 
titled Indigenous Law in volume 41 issue 5.

The Interdisciplinary Journal of Indigenous 
Inaakonigewin (IJII) was formed with the intention of 
uniting scholars, community leaders and artists that 
have an interest in Indigenous law and remedies for 
justice. Our goal is to provide a diverse and inclusive 
platform, where teachers and students of all ancestral 
heritages can come together, across all academic dis-
ciplines, to share their research and knowledge as it 
pertains to Indigenous history, politics, law, education, 
health, business, as well as artistic expression, in the 
spirit of truth and reconciliation. This objective speaks 
to the interdisciplinary nature of the journal, where 
all forms of knowledge – whether it is an academic 
paper, a transcribed interview, or even poetry – are 
welcomed, embraced and mobilized through publi-
cation in the journal.

The IJII is a place-based journal. We are located within 
the University of Manitoba, which was founded on 
Treaty #1 territory in what is now Canada. The 
University was founded in the 6th year of the Treaty. 
We recognize that our place of work is the traditional 

homeland of the Anishinaabe, Cree, OjiCree, Dakota, 
Dene and Métis peoples. The word ‘Inaakonigewin’ 
means ‘law’ in Anishinaabemowin, so our use of it 
is a reflection of who we are, where we come from 
and what we are about. While we accept submissions 
from all territories and nations, our primary interest 
and focus is on Manitoba and the prairies region.  n

Manitoba Law Journal – New in 2024-2025

“ 
THE IJII IS A PLACE-

BASED JOURNAL. WE 
ARE LOCATED WITHIN 
THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MANITOBA, WHICH 
WAS FOUNDED ON 

TREATY #1 TERRITORY 
IN WHAT IS NOW 

CANADA.

”
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EMBRACING a modern method of getting 
research out to the world, a number of initiatives 
by various professors at the Faculty of Law 
involve the publication of “blogs.” Under the 
roof of Robson Hall, the Robson Crim research 
cluster encourages law students, professors 
and other guest affiliated academics to submit 
contributions. A recent collaboration between 
the Law Society of Manitoba and the Faculty 
of Law has witnessed the start of an Access to 
Justice blog and the Desautels Centre has been 
fostering research in Private Enterprise and the 
Law through its blog initiative. Most recently, a 
Sports Law Blog launched in 2023 and a Rights 
Clinic At Robson Hall blog launched in 2024.

Please scan or click the below QR codes to visit the 
corresponding blogs:

ROBSON CRIM (WWW.ROBSONCRIM.COM)

Robson Crim receives submissions from an inter-
national cadre of legal scholars and students and 
conducts editing and peer review of these pieces. 
Robson Crim boasts an advisory collective of experts 
that spans North America and Europe and provides an 
excellent source of interesting news and opportunities 
for members of the practice-based and scholarly legal 
community.

Robson Crim trains students in legal and scholarly 
publications to produce an annual criminal law edition 
of the Manitoba Law Journal. Students are trained in 
citation checking, peer review administration, legal 
writing, deadline management, author networking and 
marketing, in this intensive experience.

Robson Crim also holds special events highlighting 
issue of injustice in criminal law systems.

To read our journal, blawgs and to learn more about 
our special events, please visit our website. Robson 
Crim also has a vibrant Facebook and Twitter profile, 
engaging regularly in discussion of current affairs in 
criminal law and justice.

DESAUTELS BLOG  

(WWW.DESAUTELSCENTRE.CA/BLOG)

The Desautels Centre Blog features thoughtful posts 
considering legal issues of concern to small and 
medium and enterprises and family firms. Contributors 
include some of the Faculty of Law’s own students, 
practicing professionals and alumni and members 
of faculty. Posts to the Blog are succinct, topical and 
above all helpful to a wider audience in Manitoba and 
across the Prairies. Alumni of Robson Hall and other 
practicing professionals are invited to contact the 
Desautels Centre about contributing to Blog.

ACCESS TO JUSTICE BLOG  

(HTTPS://MBACCESSTOJUSTICE.CA)

An Access to Justice blog launched in 2022, the result 
of a collaborative initiative with Natasha Brown, the 
Director of Access to Justice and Professor Gerard 
Kennedy of the University of Alberta. This joint initia-
tive hosts posts on a weekly basis authored by Brown, 

Research ‘BLawgs’ 

http://www.robsoncrim.com
https://www.robsoncrim.com/collaborators
https://www.robsoncrim.com/manitoba-law-journal-40-3
https://www.robsoncrim.com/single-post/2016/09/23/Wrongful-Conviction-Day-A-conversation-with-Bruce-MacFarlane
https://www.robsoncrim.com
https://www.facebook.com/robsoncrim/?ref=nf
https://x.com/robsoncrim?lang=en
http://www.desautelscentre.ca/blog
http://www.desautelscentre.ca/blog
https://mbaccesstojustice.ca
https://mbaccesstojustice.ca
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Kennedy and law students, with occasional posts from 
other law professors and access to justice stakeholder 
organizations within Manitoba. The Access to Justice 
blog is a valuable legal resource to Canadians, high-
lighting developments related to access to justice from 
across Canada, with an emphasis on those relevant 
to Manitoba. 

The blog includes information on:

•	 Access to justice-related changes to the law in 
Manitoba and in Canada;

•	 Interesting cases that involve access to jus-
tice from Manitoba or that are applicable in 
Manitoba; 

•	 News of research and conferences on access 
to justice;

•	 Updates from access to justice stakeholders in 
Manitoba; and

•	 News on initiatives regarding access to justice 
within Manitoba and Canada.

SPORTS LAW BLOG  

(HTTPS://SPORTSANDTHELAW.CA/)

Established in 2023 Sports and the Law is the sev-
enth dimension of the Manitoba Law Journal. While 
it has not yet completed its first physical printing of 
a Manitoba Law Journal issue, it has already begun 
blogging.

RIGHTS CLINIC AT ROBSON HALL 

(HTTPS://RIGHTS-CLINIC.SITES.UMANI-

TOBA.CA/BLOGS/)

The Rights Clinic was founded with a profound sense 
of purpose – to become a catalyst for positive change 
in the realm of human rights. The Clinic is committed 
to cultivating a community of informed individuals 
who can effectively engage with matters concerning 
their rights and responsibilities. By championing this 
cause, the Clinic aims to create a more compassion-
ate, inclusive, and just world for all.

“ 
UNDER THE ROOF 
OF ROBSON HALL, 
THE ROBSON CRIM 

RESEARCH CLUSTER 
ENCOURAGES 

LAW STUDENTS, 
PROFESSORS AND 

OTHER GUEST 
AFFILIATED 

ACADEMICS TO SUBMIT 
CONTRIBUTIONS. 

”

https://sportsandthelaw.ca
https://sportsandthelaw.ca
https://rights-clinic.sites.umanitoba.ca/blogs/
https://rights-clinic.sites.umanitoba.ca/blogs/
https://rights-clinic.sites.umanitoba.ca/blogs/
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Spotlight on Award-Winning  
Legal Scholars 

The Faculty of Law professors continued to be recog-
nized for their legal research and teaching excellence 
throughout the 2023-2024 academic year. The following 
collection of news items captures a sampling of awards 
received for research and for recognition of their excel-
lence in teaching. 
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by Christine Mazur

(Originally published in UM Today January 26, 2024) 

The Faculty of Law congratulates Natasha Brown 
[BEd/2001; LLB/2005] on being presented with the 
Manitoba Bar Association’s 2023 Access to Justice 
award for her contributions. Brown was presented with 
the award at the MBA 2024 Mid-Winter Conference 
awards luncheon held on January 19.

 

Brown has worked in Access to Justice for at least 
the past four years after having first practiced Family 
Law and worked as the Legal Director of the Legal 
Help Centre of Winnipeg for much of her legal career. 
She was a sessional instructor at the Faculty of Law, 
teaching Family Law, before becoming the Director 
of Professional Practice and Externships. She was 
Access to Justice Coordinator for the Law Society 
of Manitoba from May 2021 to May 2023 before 
returning to the Faculty of Law as Director of Access 

to Justice and Community Engagement. In her role at 
Robson Hall, Brown is responsible for coordinating the 
Access to Justice Advisory Network, which serves as 
a resource for justice system stakeholders and helps 
to address access to justice issues in Manitoba. She 
coordinates the annual Access to Justice week for 
Manitoba and brings an access to justice lens to the 
Faculty’s many clinical programs.

Brown teaches a section of the Legal Profession and 
Professional Responsibility course which is mandatory 
for all upper-year law students. In 2020, she received 
the Dean’s Award for Teaching Excellence, given to 
sessional instructors demonstrating exceptional 
teaching and mentorship of law students.

The Manitoba Bar Association’s Access to Justice 
Award recognizes an MBA member for outstanding 
pro bono legal services or outstanding contributions 
on the issue of access to justice. It is one of eight 
MBA Recognition Awards, honouring colleagues who 
demonstrate excellence and commitment to the law, 
the legal profession, and the community at large.  n

Faculty of Law Director of  
Access to Justice wins MBA award

https://www.cba-mb.ca/Who-We-Are/About-us/Awards-and-Recognition/Access-to-Justice-Award
https://www.cba-mb.ca/Who-We-Are/About-us/Awards-and-Recognition/Access-to-Justice-Award
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by Christine Mazur

(Originally published in UM Today June 13, 2024)

The Faculty of Law congratulates Dr. Katie Szilagyi, 
and Mr. Nick Slonosky, recipients of the Faculty’s two 
top teaching awards given annually to recognize one 
professor and one practicing professional instructor. 
Szilagyi is the recipient of The Barney Sneiderman 
Award for Teaching Excellence, and Slonosky was 
chosen for the Dean’s Award for Teaching Excellence.

Szilagyi joined the Faculty of Law in 2021, and brings 
to the University of Manitoba, an unprecedented 
research focus on Law and Technology. She studies 
the intersection of technology law and legal theory with 
artificial intelligence, focusing on transdisciplinary 
research, combining her educational backgrounds 
in engineering and law with her experience in legal 
practice. Szilagyi holds a BSc in Engineering, as well 

as JD, LLM, and PhD degrees in law. Recent research 
projects include smart agriculture; social robotics; 
science fiction and the law; ethical frameworks for 
automated mobility; and conceptualizing the impacts 
of generative AI on the law. At Robson Hall, she 
teaches Property Law, and an upper-year seminar of 
her own design titled Law, Technology, and the Future.

Szilagyi received several independent nominations 
from students for The Barney Sneiderman Award, 
and those nominations came with multiple excellent 
letters of support. The selection committee notes that 
one student wrote: “Dr. Szilagyi is nothing short of an 
exceptional educator. She is dedicated to exceptional 
pedagogy and diversity of curricula, encouraging stu-
dents’ curiosity, and enriching and elevating students 
to their full potential.”

Faculty of Law Celebrates 2024 
Teaching Award winners  

Dr. Katie Szilagyi and Mr. Nick Slonosky.  Photo of Dr. Szilagyi by Dr. Amar Khoday.
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Another stated, “On a personal note, Dr. Szilagyi made 
me love the law. I came to law school for the sole pur-
pose of graduating, practicing and getting on with my 
life. As a result of Dr. Szilagyi’s instruction, I now look 
forward to a career filled with studying, learning, and 
expanding my understanding of the law and all of its 
histories, philosophies and intricacies.”

Upon receiving the award, Szilagyi shared some 
thoughts on teaching that demonstrate how her own 
love for the law translates to her students: “Teaching 
law students is a fantastic job,” she explained. “I love 
meeting students at the very beginning of their legal 
careers and coasting on their wave of enthusiasm as 
they discover law’s possibilities and prevailing stories 
for the first time.

“As legal educators, we have an unparalleled opportu-
nity to help shape the next generation of legal thought. 
I particularly appreciate the chance to explore emerg-
ing societal issues with students through the lens of 
law and technology. In my classes, we discuss novel 
technological issues ripped from the headlines, com-
bined with philosophy and legal theory. I hope my 
students enter their careers with an understanding of 
how law, policy, and regulation intersect with techno-
logical development.”

Slonosky is a practicing professional instructor and 
supervising lawyer on the L. Kerry Vickar Business Law 
Clinic management team. He brings to the Faculty of 
Law, years of practice experience as well as a deep 
commitment to experiential learning and profes-
sionalism that ensures the best possible training for 
Manitoba’s future generation of business lawyers. A 
graduate of the UM Faculty of Law himself, Slonosky 
holds a Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) degree 
(1976), and an LLB (1979), as well as an MSc in 
Telecommunications from the University of Colorado 
at Boulder. He practiced law for nearly 40 years as an 
in-house corporate lawyer before joining the business 
clinical team at the Faculty of Law in 2021.

One of Slonosky’s nominators for the Dean’s Award 
for Teaching Excellence for Sessional Instructors 
noted that his “contributions to student development 
extend far beyond the classroom. Through my work, 
I’ve had the opportunity to develop skills in network-
ing, public speaking, and representing our clinics in 
media interviews.”

Another letter of support mentioned, “his dedication to 
public service through the profession is unparalleled, 
and his work with students will undoubtedly instill 
these same values in future generations of lawyers.” 

Upon receiving the award, Slonosky thanked the 
Dean, the Faculty, and law students for the recogni-
tion. “It is a unique and rewarding opportunity to be 
able to contribute to educating students participating 
in the L. Kerry Vickar Business Law Clinic and the 

“ 
WHILE IT WAS WONDERFUL 

TO BE RECOGNIZED 
WITH THIS AWARD, THE 
REAL HONOUR IS THAT 

MY STUDENTS TOOK 
THE TIME AND ENERGY 
TO NOMINATE ME. I AM 

GRATEFUL FOR THE 
RECOGNITION!” 

”
– Dr. Katie Szilagyi
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Manitoba Legal Clinic for the Arts. With these clinics, 
we have created a learning environment that emulates 
a teaching law firm where students gain opportunities 
to experience actual legal practice with live-clients. 
Here, they develop practical skills and knowledge not 
acquired in other courses that are relevant in practice, 
so they are prepared, confident and will be superior 
performers during their articling year and future legal 
careers.” 

According to Slonosky, the clinical experiences he 
works to provide for students, are “all about personal 
growth, learning, acquiring knowledge where every 
student and all our clients are on their own unique 
journey towards success.”

Slonosky shared that in the past year, the clinics’ 22 
externship students had a record-setting number of 
clients and performed a record number of pro bono 
hours. “We all learned a great deal together while help-
ing others who cannot afford legal services,” he said.

The Faculty of Law is very proud of these two excellent 
instructors.    n  

“ 
THE REAL AWARD IS 
BEING ABLE TO HELP 

STUDENTS TO BECOME 
THE BEST LAWYERS OF 

TOMORROW AND SERVE 
PRO BONO CLIENTS WHO 
CANNOT AFFORD LEGAL 
ASSISTANCE REMOTELY 

ACROSS ALL OF MANITOBA 
TODAY! 

”
– Nick Slonosky
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The research activities of professors at the University 
of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law did not slow down by any 
means. Here is a glimpse into the prolific publication 
and research engagement undertaken by highlighted 
faculty members (in alphabetical order), accompa-
nied by brief biographical information about them.

DR. BRUCE CURRAN

 

Associate Professor Curran is primarily focused on 
using empirical methods to study labour & employ-
ment law and dispute resolution. He has published 
a number of articles on damages in employment 
law and is currently working on a book on this topic. 
Other areas of research interest include the consti-
tutionality of public sector wage restraint legislation; 
and the extent to which labour and employment 
laws effectively deal with the contemporary business 
environment, including the trend towards increased 
vertical disintegration. 

Read his full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/bruce-curran 

Publications and Conference 
Presentations Since Spring 2023
Bruce Curran, “Wage Restraint in Manitoba: Is 
Freedom ‘Just Another Word for Nothing Left to 
Lose’?” (2023) 46:2 Manitoba Law Journal 21. 

Conference Papers & Presentations
Panelist, “When does wage restraint legislation 
breach Canada’s Charter of Rights? Can this question 
always be litigated?” (Panel discussion at the National 
Academy of Arbitrators Annual Conference, Denver, 
CO, May 6, 2023). 

Bruce Curran, “Legal Lessons for Government 
Policy-Makers (So Far): Wage Restraint Legislation in 
Canada” (Paper delivered at the “Wage Restraint Bills 
and the Charter: The Road Ahead for Law and Labour 
Relations” workshop, hosted by Queen’s Centre for 
Law in the Contemporary Workplace, Toronto, ON, 
April 14, 2023).

Recent Research Activities:  
2023 - 2024

Photo: Professor Amar Khoday

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/bruce-curran
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DR. MARTINE DENNIE

 

Assistant Professor Martine Dennie is an interdisci-
plinary scholar who uses social research methods 
to empirically examine issues related to sports law. 
Dennie earned a BA in law and justice from Laurentian 
University, a J.D. from the Université de Moncton, a 
Master of Arts in Sociology from Laurentian University 
and is currently completing a PhD at the University 
of Calgary. Her doctoral research, funded by SSHRC 
and Sport Canada, is an examination of participant 
liability and compensation for intentionally or negli-
gently injured hockey players. She has published in 
this area with articles touching on ice hockey violence, 
legal complexities of sports injuries, as well as articles 
related to multiculturalism and ice hockey.

Read her full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/martine-dennie

Publications since Spring 2023 
Dennie, M. (2024). “You Just Roll with the Punches”: 
The Production of Ignorance in Professional Ice 
Hockey. In Jochelson, R. & Gacek, J. (Eds). Justice 
in the Age of Agnosis: Socio-Legal Explorations of 
Denial, Deception and Doubt (Chapter 2). Palgrave. 

Funding
Dean’s Eminent Scholar Award (total $15,000 in 
research assistant support). Funds from this award 
went towards hiring student Austin Sutherland who 
co-authored a book chapter noted above. 

LRI funding in 2023: Booker Zhang was hired to 
create a new website (sportsandthelaw.ca) that 
features sports law research (including a blog) and 
various other initiatives to grow the field of sports law 
in Canada. 

LRI funding in 2024: Stefan Lewis was hired and is 
currently working on a book chapter with me on social 
justice initiatives in ice hockey and helping plan the 
Hockey Conference that will take place in Winnipeg 
in June 2025. 

Other 
J.D. student magazine for Sports Law showcases student 
research done in this course: https://sportsandthelaw.
ca/2024/06/23/sports-law-class-magazine/ 

Sports Law Blog, featuring blogs from scholars and 
students: https://sportsandthelaw.ca/category/blog/ 

DR. NATHAN DEREJKO

Dr. Nathan Derejko is the Mauro Chair in Human 
Rights and Social Justice and Assistant Professor of 
Law at the University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law. 
Previously, Nathan was the Director of the Human 

Photo: Dr. Amar Khoday

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/martine-dennie
https://sportsandthelaw.ca/2024/06/23/sports-law-class-magazine/
https://sportsandthelaw.ca/2024/06/23/sports-law-class-magazine/
https://sportsandthelaw.ca/category/blog/
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Rights Centre Clinic at the University of Essex, 
Director of the Masters in Human Rights programme 
at University College London, a visiting lecturer at the 
International Institute of International Humanitarian 
Law in Sanremo Italy, and a doctoral research fellow 
at the Irish Centre for Human Rights at the National 
University of Ireland Galway.

Nathan’s research and teaching interests span three 
interrelated fields of international law: international 
human rights law, international humanitarian law, and 
collective security and the use of force (jus ad bellum). 
He has a particular interest in the applicability and 
application of human rights during armed conflict, 
counter-terrorism and human rights, climate change 
and human rights, and the law and practice of non-in-
ternational armed conflict. 

Nathan has a PhD in International Human Rights 
and Humanitarian Law from the University of Essex 
in the United Kingdom, an LLM in International Human 
Rights Law from the National University of Ireland 
Galway, and a BA in International Relations from 
Dalhousie University in Canada.

Read his full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/
nathan-derejko

Conferences
On September 26, 2024, Dr. Derejko spoke at the 
International Humanitarian Law Conference on 
Law and War: Reflecting on 75 Years of the Geneva 
Conventions at Robson Hall, Faculty of Law at the 
University of Manitoba. His presentation was titled, 
“75 Years of the Geneva Conventions: Challenges in 
Interpretation and Enforcement.”

On March 20th, 2024, Dr. Derejko spoke at the Annual 
MLT Aikins Lecture hosted organised by the Mauro 
Institute for Peace and Justice on ‘Current Conflicts 
and the Limits of International Humanitarian Law’ 

Funding
Dr Derejko is a Co-Principal Investigator on a $1.5 
million New Frontiers in Research Fund (2023) 
International Joint Initiative for Research in 
Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation called 
“Reimagining Food Systems for Climate Change 
Adaptation, Mitigation, and Social Justice” (RSF). 
The research project is comprised of a diverse team 
of researchers spanning six continents and more than 
ten countries, with partner contributions providing 
project funding totals over $6 million.

The project will apply a human rights lens to the 
development and implementation of climate change 
mitigation and adaptation strategies related to food 
systems. This lens will anchor policies, programs, and 
strategies in a system of rights and corresponding 
obligations under International Human Rights Law, 
which functions to empower equity-seeking people 
themselves (right- holders) to participate in policy 
formulation and hold accountable those who have a 
duty to act (duty- bearers).

Dr Derejko leads the human rights research team of 
the RSF project at the University of Manitoba. Working 
in a collaborative process led by local communities 
(rights holders) and Indigenous governance partners, 
the human rights research team will identify, cata-
logue, and analyze  obstacles and barriers – whether 
legal, policy, procedural, or practice – that impede 
or undermine rights realization within the context of 
food systems. This work will reveal areas for legislative 
reform, policy modernization, and opportunities for 
strategic litigation and international advocacy. 

In 2023, Dr Derejko and Dr Kjell Anderson were 
awarded a University of Manitoba Strategic Initiatives 
Support Fund to establish an International Human 
Rights Clinic (IHRC) in the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Manitoba, which launched in September 
of 2024 and is Directed by Allison Fenske, Clinical 
Legal Council at the Faculty of Law. The IHRC has 
three broad objectives: 

1. To foster collaboration and research between 
human rights practitioners, scholars, and activists; 

2. To establish collaborative partnerships with civil 
society organizations in Manitoba and Canada more 
broadly to co-develop strategic multi-tiered advocacy 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/nathan-derejko
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/nathan-derejko
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campaigns that engage the United Nations Human 
rights mechanisms in Geneva;

3. To provide experiential learning opportunities for 
graduate human rights students to augment their 
knowledge gained in the classroom, with the devel-
opment of the practical skills necessary to become 
effective human rights practitioners. 

DR. MICHELLE GALLANT

Dr. Michelle Gallant has been a full professor at Robson 
Hall Faculty of Law at the University of Manitoba since 
2014, having taught at the faculty since 1999 first 
as an Assistant professor and then as an Associate 
(2004). Her areas of teaching and research focus are 
on Taxation, Philanthropy of Law, International Law, 
Dispute Resolution, Money Laundering and Terrorist 
Finance.

She has been a Commissioner of the Manitoba Law 
Reform Commission from 2012 to 2018 and was 
Deputy Commissioner of the Residential Tenancies 
Commission from 2008 to 2011.

Read her full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/
michelle-gallant

Publications Since Spring 2023
Criminal Wealth Law: From Maple Syrup to Hells 
Angels and Unexplained Wealth Orders, Manitoba Law 
Journal, Volume 46, 2023: https://www.robsoncrim.
com/manitobalawjournal2023

Modern Finance-Centric Governance: the 2022 
Emergency Measures, Property and Financial Powers 
(2023) 46 Manitoba Law Journal 91: https://theman-
itobalawjournal.com/wp-content/uploads/articles/
MLJ_46%20(Published%20Issues%20and%20
Article%20Pre-prints).1/461-modern-finance-
centric-governance.pdf

Using an Anti-Money Laundering Terrorist Finance 
Approach to Harness a Convoy, (2022) 70 Criminal 
Law Quarterly 295.

Taking Money Seriously: Some Provincial Pieces of a 
Global Strategy, in C. Leuprecht and J. Ferrill, Money 
Laundering – Financial Crime in Canada, McGill-
Queens, 2023.

Transnational Crime, Tainted Property and Civil 
Forfeiture, in Transnational and Cross-Border Crime: 
Canadian Perspectives, R. Currie, ed, Irwin Law 2023.

Other Research Activities:
Appearance On Thursday, October 24, 2023 as an 
expert panelist regarding Electoral Integrity: Political 
Financing for the 2024 (Federal) Public Inquiry into 
Foreign Interference. (https://foreigninterference-
commission.ca/)

Member of the (Federal) Research Council on the 
2022 Public Order Emergency Commission which 
published the Rouleau Report on February 17, 2023.  
(https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/)

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/michelle-gallant
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/michelle-gallant
https://www.robsoncrim.com/manitobalawjournal2023
https://www.robsoncrim.com/manitobalawjournal2023
https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/
https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/
https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/
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DR. RICHARD JOCHELSON

 

As a researcher, Dr. Jochelson has disseminated over 
80 publications. His sole-authored, published peer 
reviewed law journal articles, mainly deal with police 
powers and jurisprudential approaches to police 
powers and to the socio-legal placement of the laws 
of obscenity and indecency. He has also published 
more than 20 co-authored books and edited work 
demonstrating a commitment to advancing his col-
laborative approach to scholarship. Through such 
collaboration and team building, mainly in the disci-
plines of sociology and psychology he has been able to 
add interdisciplinary rigour to his research, developing 
deeper theoretical, empirical and experimental lenses 
to some of his studies.

Read his full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/richard-jochelson 

Articles
Gacek, J., Jochelson, R., Asfari, A., Corcoran, L., & 
Ranieri, M. (2024). Youth and Young Terror: Canadian 
Case Law and the Socio-Carceral Dynamics of 

Youth and Young Offenders Convicted of Terrorism 
Offences. Crime & Delinquency, 0(0). https://doi.
org/10.1177/00111287241258735

Blogs
Hopefulness in Times of Hate – Letters to and 
From a Law School by Richard Jochelson Published 
DECEMBER 6TH, 2023
https://www.slaw.ca/2023/12/06/hopefulness-in-
times-of-hate-letters-to-and-from-a-law-school/ in 
Slaw Canada’s online legal magazine.

DR. AMAR KHODAY

 

Dr. Amar Khoday is a professor at the Faculty of Law, 
University of Manitoba. He has authored or co-au-
thored over 25 published writings (including articles 
and book chapters) and over 100 blog posts. He is the 
2021 recipient of the Terry G. Falconer Memorial Rh 
Institute Foundation Emerging Researcher Award in 
the Humanities category.

Read his full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/amar-khoday

Photo: Dr. Amar Khoday

Photo: Self-portrait by Dr. Amar Khoday

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/richard-jochelson
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00111287241258735
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00111287241258735
https://www.slaw.ca/2023/12/06/hopefulness-in-times-of-hate-letters-to-and-from-a-law-school/
https://www.slaw.ca/2023/12/06/hopefulness-in-times-of-hate-letters-to-and-from-a-law-school/
https://www.slaw.ca
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/amar-khoday
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Research Interests
Dr. Khoday pursues diverse research interests which 
sometimes intersect. These interests include explora-
tions regarding: the intersections of law and resistance; 
the rights and rules governing police interrogations; 
race, racism and the law; and law and popular culture. 

Publications
“A Lifeline During Custodial Interrogations? The Right 
to Counsel and Reflections on R v Dussault and R v 
Lafrance” (2024) 115 Supreme Court Law Review 
(2d) 195.

“‘Interrogators often use honey, not vinegar, in pur-
suit of the truth”: Resistance, the Constitutional 
Right to Silence and Judicial Responses to Cell-Plant 
Operations’” (2023) 46:4 Manitoba Law Journal 27.

Presentations
Dr. Khoday presented a paper at the annual 
Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the 
Humanities, hosted this year at the Peter A. Allard 
School of Law at the University of British Columbia. 
The title of his presentation was: “‘Ours Not to Reason 
Why’: Sensing Law, Whistleblowing and Resistance 
in Official Secrets.” His presentation was part of a 
panel entitled, “Sensing in Popular Culture: Lessons 
for Law”, which included Robson Hall colleagues Drs. 
Jennifer Schulz and Katie Szilagyi. The conference 
took place on May 17 and 18, 2024.

Dr. Khoday was invited to give a presentation to 
the Manitoba Court of King’s Bench on December 
14, 2023. His presentation was entitled: “Police 
Encounters, The Charter and Race.”

On November 14, 2023, Dr. Khoday delivered a pre-
sentation for the Criminal Section of the Manitoba 
Bar Association entitled, “‘Interrogators Often Use 
Honey, Not Vinegar, in Pursuit of the Truth’: The 
Constitutional Right to Silence and Undercover 
Operations in Detention.”

Dr. Khoday presented, “Personalizing the Political: 
Legal Narratives and Resistance to Intra-Family 
Violence in Refugee Law” as part of a panel he co-or-
ganized entitled, “Reckoning and Re-imagining Law 
and Resistance.” This took place at the Canadian Law 
and Society Association Annual Meeting in Toronto, 
Ontario, on May 27, 2023. 

Dr Khoday was invited to presented at the Annual 
Constitutional Cases Conference at Osgoode Hall 
Law School on April 14, 2023. His paper was enti-
tled, “A Lifeline During Custodial Interrogations: The 
Right to Counsel and Reflections on R v Dussault & 
R v Lafrance.”

DR. AKIN OGUNRANTI

 

Dr. Akinwumi Ogunranti (Akin) is an Assistant Professor 
of law at the University of Manitoba. He earned his LLB 
from the University of Ilorin, Nigeria, in 2012 and was 
called to the Nigerian Bar in 2013. He practiced law in 
a full-service commercial law firm for three years before 
starting his graduate studies. Akin earned his LL.M. 
and Ph.D. degrees in 2017 and 2022, respectively, 
at the Schulich School of Law, Dalhousie University. 
His Ph.D. thesis is titled “Africa’s Contribution to the 
Development of the Norm of Corporate Responsibility 
to Respect Human Rights.” Akin’s research primarily 
focuses on business and human rights, international 
investment law, transnational dispute resolution and 
private international law. 

Dr. Ogunranti writes and publishes in the field of busi-
ness and human rights, focusing broadly on corporate 
accountability. His research covers thematic issues 
involving global governance, international dispute reso-
lution, international investment law and conflict of laws.

Read his full professor profile on the University of 

Photo by Cooked Photography.

https://themanitobalawjournal.com
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Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/
akinwumi-ogunranti 

Peer-Reviewed Articles
“Localizing the UNGPs—An Afrocentric Approach to 
Interpreting Pillar II” (2023) 8:1 Business and Human 
Rights Journal 66.

“Why the Multilateral Investment Court is a Bad 
Idea for Africa” (2024) 47:1 Dalhousie Law Journal 
(forthcoming).

Book Review
Book Review (2023), Implementing Business and 
Human Rights Norms in Africa: Law and Policy 
Interventions (Oxford, UK: Routledge, 2022).

Blog Posts
“Multilaterizing Investment Disputes: Should Africa 
Learn from History and Experience?” (15 September 
2023) The Manitoba Law Journal blog.

“The Effect of Recent Coups in Africa on the African 
Continental Free Trade Agreement” (20 September 
2023) Afronomicslaw blog.

DR. JENNIFER L. SCHULZ

 

Photo by Mike Latschislaw.

Dr. Jennifer L. Schulz graduated from Robson Hall in 
1994, completed graduate studies at Cambridge and 
the University of Toronto and started her career at the 
University of Windsor. She returned to the University of 
Manitoba by way of the University of Toronto, Osgoode 
Hall and Harvard. She has been an active member 
of the Faculty of Law since 2004, teaching and con-
ducting research in the areas of Alternative Dispute 
Resolution, Mediation and Cultural Legal Studies 
and joins the ranks of very few colleagues who have 
now served as both Associate Dean (Academic) and 
Associate Dean (Research and Graduate Studies).

Read her full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/
jennifer-l-schulz 

Chapter
Jennifer L. Schulz (2024) “Law & Television” in 
Russell Sandberg and Daniel Newman, eds., Law and 
Humanities (London and New York: Anthem Press) 
Law and Humanities (anthempress.com)

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/akinwumi-ogunranti
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/akinwumi-ogunranti
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/jennifer-l-schulz
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/jennifer-l-schulz
https://anthempress.com/law-and-humanities-hb
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Journal Article
Jennifer L. Schulz (2024) “Mediator Liability Twenty-
Three Years Later: The 3 Cs of Caselaw, Codes & 
Custom” 55:1 Ottawa Law Review 151-186.

Conference Presentations
Jennifer L. Schulz (May 17, 2024) Invited Chair, Law & 
Film Panel, Association for the Study of Law, Culture 
and the Humanities, Allard School of Law, University 
of British Columbia, Vancouver.

Jennifer L. Schulz (May 17, 2024) “Senses and 
Feelings: TV Mediators Can Show Us How it’s 
Done,” Sensing in Popular Culture: Lessons for Law, 
Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the 
Humanities, Allard School of Law, University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver.

Jennifer L. Schulz and the Honourable Madam Justice 
Freda Steel, (September 8, 2023) “The Rule of Law 
is Under Threat. What role should the CBA take for 
its members?” Canadian Bar Association Leadership 
Forum, Winnipeg.

Jennifer L. Schulz (August 31, 2023) “Law and Film 
Methodology: Being Honest/Beyond the Canon,” 
Advances in the Study of Popular Legal Culture Panel, 
Annual Meeting, European Research Committee on 
Sociology of Law (RCSL), Sociology of Law Department, 
University of Lund, Sweden.

Jennifer L. Schulz (June 23, 2023) “The Absence of 
Method in Law & Popular Culture and Law & Film,” 
Annual Conference, Association for the Study of Law, 
Culture and the Humanities, Faculty of Law, University 
of Toronto.

Jennifer L. Schulz (May 11, 2023) “Student Ethics 
are Legal Ethics,” Invited presentation to Westgate 
Mennonite Collegiate, Winnipeg.

Funding
Jennifer L. Schulz, travel grant from Marcel A. 
Desautels Centre for Private Enterprise and the Law to 
present “Senses and Feelings: TV Mediators Can Show 
Us How it’s Done,” Annual Conference, Association 
for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities, 
Allard School of Law, University of British Columbia, 
May 17, 2024.

Jennifer L. Schulz, travel grant from Robson Hall Travel 
Fund to present “Senses and Feelings: TV Mediators 
Can Show Us How it’s Done,” Annual Conference, 
Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the 
Humanities, Allard School of Law, University of British 
Columbia, May 17, 2024.

Jennifer L. Schulz, travel grant from Robson Hall Travel 
Fund to present “Law & Film Methodology: Being 
Honest/Beyond the Canon,” Annual Meeting of the 
European Research Committee on the Sociology of 
Law, “Advances in the Study of Popular Legal Culture” 
panel, August 31, 2023, University of Lund, Sweden.

Jennifer L. Schulz, travel grant from Robson Hall Travel 
Fund to present “The Absence of Method in Law & 
Popular Culture and Law & Film,” Annual Conference, 
Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the 
Humanities, Faculty of Law, University of Toronto, 
June 23, 2023.

Robert Johnstone & Jennifer L. Schulz, “Mediation, 
Business Law and Indigenous People in Canada,” 
Summer 2023, University of Manitoba Undergraduate 
Research Award.

Editing & Reviewing
Editorial Board Member, International Journal of Law 
and Society

Editorial Board Member, The Canadian Arbitration 
and Mediation Journal 

Editorial Board Member, ADR Forum

Reviewer, Negotiation Journal (Harvard), “Pedagogical 
Insights: Using the Movie 12 Angry Men to Teach 
Integrative Negotiation”

Reviewer, International Journal of Conflict 
Management, “One Style Does Not Fit All: The 
Relationship of Mediator Behavioral Adaptivity to 
Mediator Empowerment, Efficacy and Satisfaction” 
(2023)

Media
Quoted in the Winnipeg Free Press on May 24, 2024 
regarding a Manitoba school division’s chances of 
recovering in a defamation lawsuit:
https://www.winnipegfreepress.
com/breakingnews/2024/05/24/

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/05/24/beautiful-plains-school-division-sues-mom-for-defamation-over-facebook-posts
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/05/24/beautiful-plains-school-division-sues-mom-for-defamation-over-facebook-posts
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beautiful-plains-school-division-sues-mom-for-def-
amation-over-facebook-posts

“Canadian law schools 2023/24: Resources if you’re 
considering whether and where, to become a lawyer” 
Canadian Lawyer Magazine and online, August 30, 
2023 mentions Jennifer L. Schulz as a “notable faculty 
member”:
https://www.canadianlawyermag.com/resources/
legal-education/canadian-law-schools-202324-re-
sources-if-youre-considering-whether-and-where-to-
become-a-lawyer/379240

Quoted in the Winnipeg Free Press on July 18, 
2023 regarding Manitobans’ chances of recovering 
in the class action against LinkedIn: https://www.
winnipegfreepress.com/business/2023/07/18/
linkedin-class-action-no-windfall-for-manitobans

The News on CJOB with Richard Cloutier and Julie 
Buckingham, 680 CJOB, Interview on the resignation 
of Supreme Court of Canada Justice Russell Brown, 
June 12, 2023.

Radio interview with Richard Cloutier on 680 CJOB 
on June 1, 2023 regarding tortious liability for the 
collapse of the Fort Gibraltar walkway in Winnipeg.

Television interview with Jon Hendricks on CTV News 
at 6 pm and 10 pm on June 1, 2023 regarding tortious 
liability for the collapse of the Fort Gibraltar walkway 
in Winnipeg.

Television interview with Marney Blunt on Global News 
at 6 pm and 10 pm on June 1, 2023 regarding tortious 
liability for the collapse of the Fort Gibraltar walkway 
in Winnipeg.
https://globalnews.ca/news/9738400/
winnipeg-mayor-fort-gibraltar-accident/

Quoted by Chris Kitching in “Fort platform that col-
lapsed, sending 18 to hospital, last inspected 17 years 
ago” 
https://www.winnipegfreepress.
com/breakingnews/2023/06/01/
mayor-wants-answers-after-fort-gibraltar-plat-
form-collapses-sending-18-to-hospital, Winnipeg 
Free Press, June 1, 2023.

DR. KATIE SZILAGYI

 

Photo by Dr. Amar Khoday.

Dr. Katie Szilagyi is an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law. Dr. Szilagyi 
studies the intersection of technology law and legal 
theory with artificial intelligence, tracing the impacts 
of predictive analytics and algorithmic decision-mak-
ing on the organizing force of the Rule of Law. Her 
innovative research brings together her educational 
backgrounds in both engineering and law, as well as 
her experience in legal practice, applying foundational 
legal concepts like property, autonomy, consent and 
privacy to emerging technological settings.

Read her full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/katie-szilagyi 

Funding Received
•	 Legal Research Institute Research Grant – to 

study generative AI through the lens of moral 
thinking

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/05/24/beautiful-plains-school-division-sues-mom-for-defamation-over-facebook-posts
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/05/24/beautiful-plains-school-division-sues-mom-for-defamation-over-facebook-posts
https://www.canadianlawyermag.com/resources/legal-education/canadian-law-schools-202324-resources-if-youre-considering-whether-and-where-to-become-a-lawyer/379240
https://www.canadianlawyermag.com/resources/legal-education/canadian-law-schools-202324-resources-if-youre-considering-whether-and-where-to-become-a-lawyer/379240
https://www.canadianlawyermag.com/resources/legal-education/canadian-law-schools-202324-resources-if-youre-considering-whether-and-where-to-become-a-lawyer/379240
https://www.canadianlawyermag.com/resources/legal-education/canadian-law-schools-202324-resources-if-youre-considering-whether-and-where-to-become-a-lawyer/379240
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/2023/07/18/linkedin-class-action-no-windfall-for-manitobans
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/2023/07/18/linkedin-class-action-no-windfall-for-manitobans
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/2023/07/18/linkedin-class-action-no-windfall-for-manitobans
https://globalnews.ca/news/9738400/winnipeg-mayor-fort-gibraltar-accident/
https://globalnews.ca/news/9738400/winnipeg-mayor-fort-gibraltar-accident/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2023/06/01/mayor-wants-answers-after-fort-gibraltar-platform-collapses-sending-18-to-hospital
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2023/06/01/mayor-wants-answers-after-fort-gibraltar-platform-collapses-sending-18-to-hospital
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2023/06/01/mayor-wants-answers-after-fort-gibraltar-platform-collapses-sending-18-to-hospital
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2023/06/01/mayor-wants-answers-after-fort-gibraltar-platform-collapses-sending-18-to-hospital
https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/katie-szilagyi
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•	 Dean’s Eminent Scholar, Robson Hall, Faculty 
of Law, University of Manitoba (2024-2026) … 
not sure that this is formally announced yet, so 
check before publishing

Publications Since Spring 2023

•	 K. Szilagyi, J. Millar, A. Moon, & S. Rismani, 
Driving into the Loop: Mapping Automation 
Bias & Liability Issues for Advanced 
Driver Assistance Systems (2023) Digital 
Society. 2(41). https://doi.org/10.1007/
s44206-023-00066-y.

•	 K. Szilagyi & C. Fawcett, Buying and Selling 
the Metaverse: Science Fiction Speculation, 
Modern Technologies and Digital Data 
Economies in K. Tranter, A. Green, & M. Travis 
(eds), Jurisprudence of the Future (Routledge, 
2024).

•	 K. Szilagyi, Fragmenting Epistemologies: 
Towards Philosophical Foundations for 
Machine Learning in Law in R. Jochelson & 
J. Gacek (eds), Justice in the Age of Agnosis: 
Socio-Legal Explorations of Denial, Deception 
and Doubt (Palgrave, 2024).

Exciting Things
•	 In June 2023, Dr. Szilagyi awarded the 

Governor General’s Gold Medal in the 
Humanities for the most outstanding doctoral 
dissertation in the humanities upon her PhD 
graduation from the University of Ottawa.

•	 Over the past year, Dr. Szilagyi has given many 
public lectures and educational presenta-
tions on the impacts of artificial intelligence 
on the judicial system. She has presented to 
the judges of the Manitoba Court of King’s 
Bench, the Law Society of Manitoba’s Pitblado 
Lectures, the International Commission of 
Jurists, the Manitoba Council of Administrative 
Professionals, the Employment Law Alliance, 
the Alberta Prosecution Service, the Manitoba 
Bar Association and the National Judicial 
Institute, among others.

•	 Recent media coverage:

••	 CBC News, “Lawyer warns ‘integrity of 
the entire system in jeopardy’ if rising 

use of AI in legal circles goes wrong,” (1 
March 2024), online: https://www.cbc.ca/
news/canada/nova-scotia/artificial-intelli-
gence-lawyers-law-nova-scotia-1.7126732

••	 Winnipeg Free Press, “No charges 
against Windsor Park students over 
altered AI pics,” (15 February 2024), 
online: https://www.winnipegfree-
press.com/breakingnews/2024/02/15/
no-charges-against-windsor-park-students-
over-altered-ai-pics

••	 The Manitoban, “UM hosts panel of experts 
discusses generative AI,” (6 February 
2024), online: https://themanitoban.
com/2024/02/um-hosts-panel-of-ex-
perts-discusses-generative-ai/46749/

••	 UM Today, University of Manitoba: “Next 
Steps with Generative AI,” (12 February 
2024), online: https://news.umanitoba.ca/
next-steps-with-generative-ai/

BRANDON TRASK

Photo by Dr. Amar Khoday.

Brandon Trask is an assistant professor of law at 
the University of Manitoba and an adjunct fellow at 
St. John’s College. He is a clinical professor at the 
Faculty of Law, with responsibility for supervising 
the work of the Rights Clinic and filling the role of 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s44206-023-00066-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s44206-023-00066-y
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Academic Co-Director of the Desautels Centre for 
Private Enterprise and the Law. 

Professor Trask’s research focuses primarily on the 
areas of criminal law and evidence, constitutional law 
(with an emphasis on the Charter) and green crimi-
nology, as well as areas related to progressive law 
and economics.

He graduated from the University of Manitoba’s 
Faculty of Law with his Juris Doctor (J.D.) in 2012, 
after gaining litigation experience through his time as a 
volunteer with the University of Manitoba Community 
Law Centre and through his work as a summer student 
with Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP. He com-
pleted his Master of Laws (LL.M.) at the University 
of Toronto during 2012-13 under the supervision of 
Professor Michael Trebilcock, specializing in the area 
of law and economics.

Professor Trask has repeatedly been a radio panel-
ist and guest and has been interviewed for national 
and local television. He has written op-ed pieces for 
a variety of newspapers, including The Toronto Star, 
The Globe and Mail and The Ottawa Citizen and has 
also been interviewed for many newspaper articles 
on legal matters.

Read his full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/brandon-trask 

Publications and Conferences 
Presented Since Spring 2023
(a)	Publications:

•	 Shawn Singh & Brandon Trask, “Faded By 
Design: Manufacturing Agnosis of Settler-
Colonialism in an Era of Indigenous Truth and 
Reconciliation in Canada” in James Gacek & 
Richard Jochelson, eds, Justice in the Age of 
Agnosis: Socio-Legal Explorations of Denial, 
Deception and Doubt (forthcoming 2024/25).

•	 Brandon Trask, “Call It Democracy: The 
slippage amongst rights, laws and values in 
Canada during the pandemic era” in James 
Gacek & Richard Jochelson, eds, Justice in 
the Age of Agnosis: Socio-Legal Explorations 
of Denial, Deception and Doubt (forthcoming 
2024/25).

•	 Richard Jochelson, Brandon Trask, Michelle 
Bertrand, David Ireland & Krishna Nair, 
“Virtually Similar? Considering the potential 
for virtual jury trials in Canada during and after 
the pandemic” (2024) Manitoba Law Journal 
(forthcoming).

•	 Claudio Colaguori, Juliette Jarvis, Jennifer 
Kusz, Richard Jochelson, David Ireland, 
Maggie Quirt & Brandon Trask, “Moral 
Regulation, Vice Crimes and Social Control” 
in Claudio Colaguori, Crime, Deviance and 
Social Control in the 21st Century: A Justice 
and Rights Perspective (Toronto: Canadian 
Scholars, 2023) 153-192.

(b) Conferences and Other Research Collectives 
Attended:

•	 Presented at conference:

••	 Wrongful Conviction Panelist (along with 
Chief Justice Glenn Joyal, Senator Kim Pate 
and Director of Public Prosecutions Michele 
Jules) – “Bill C-40” (At the Manitoba 
Bar Association Mid-Winter Conference, 
Fairmont Winnipeg, 19 January 2024)

(c) Other Research Activities:

•	 Served on the national Law and Criminology 
Selection Committee (Insight Development 
Grants) for the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) for 2023 
(and will serve in this capacity again in 2024)

•	 Interviewed about law-related issues by a 
number of media outlets, including:

••	 CBC News (local Winnipeg TV news; 
national TV news; online news)

••	 CJOB Radio (Winnipeg)

••	 CBC Radio One (Winnipeg)

••	 The Winnipeg Free Press

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/brandon-trask
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•	 Served as a peer reviewer for the following 
publications:

••	 Manitoba Law Journal

••	 UBC Law Review

••	 Queen’s Law Journal

•	 Served as co-editor of:

••	 Manitoba Law Journal special issues 
focused on Criminal Law (“Robson Crim”)

••	 Manitoba Law Journal special issue focused 
on Law and Disability (in progress, with an 
anticipated publication date of late 2024)

DR. LORNA TURNBULL

Dr. Lorna A. Turnbull is a professor and former Dean in 
the Faculty of Law at the University of Manitoba. She 
has taught at the Faculty since 2001 and is currently 
Director of the Concentration in Access to Justice in 
French program.

Dr. Turnbull holds an Honours B.A. (First Class) from 
Queen’s University and an LL.B. (magna cum laude) 
from the University of Ottawa. With teaching as her 
calling, earned her LL.M. and J.S.D (Doctor of the 
Science of Law) at Columbia University in New York 
City on full scholarship and with a Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Doctoral 
Fellowship.

Her research focuses on the work of care, its impor-
tance to carers and those who depend on the care and 
how legal frameworks support or fail these important 
relationships. She examines these questions through 
the lens of Canada’s constitutional guarantees and 
international obligations and through a deep commit-
ment to Treaties and reconciliation. 

Read her full professor profile on the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Law website: 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/lorna-turnbull

While Dr. Turnbull’s focus continues to be on equality 
and inclusion, most of her work is now happening with 
colleagues at the Manitoba Centre for Health Policy, 
making use of the Population Data Repository. Using 
this amazing Manitoba asset, she has been engaged in 
research that looks at Cross-over kids (Young people 
caught up in the child welfare and the youth criminal 
justice systems), Health outcomes for victims of inti-
mate partner violence, development outcomes for 
children of incarcerated mothers and social policy 
reform through SPECTRUM, a research partnership 
of community organizations, high level government 
staff and academics from several post-secondary 
institutions.

Dr. Turnbull currently holds $1.5M in tri-council grants 
on which she is a co-investigator/applicant - although 
most of them are coming to an end in the next 12 
to 18 months. She is primarily focused on children 
and caregiving. She is also part of a Partnership Grant 
application which has progressed to Phase 2 in 2024.

Publications and conferences since 
spring 2023 (those with an asterisk are 
peer reviewed):
*Enns, Jennifer, Marni Brownell, Hera Casidsid, 
Mikayla Hunter, Anita Durksen, Lorna Turnbull, 
Nathan Nickel, Karine Levasseur, et al. “The Full 
SPECTRUM: Developing a Tripartite Partnership 
between Community, Government and Academia 
for Collaborative Social Policy Research”. Gateways: 
International Journal of Community Research and 

https://umanitoba.ca/law/faculty-staff/lorna-turnbull
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Engagement. [Vol%2016(1)%20(2023)]Vol 16(1) 
(2023) DOI: https://doi.org/10.5130/ijcre.v16i1.8433

*Maria Kisselgoff, Michael Redhead Champagne, Riel 
Dubois, Lorna Turnbull, Jeff LaPlante, Annette Schultz, 
Andrea Bombak and Natalie Riediger “Examining atti-
tudes towards a proposed sugar-sweetened beverage 
tax among urban Indigenous adults: a qualitative study 
using a decolonizing lens” CMAJ Open October 10, 
2023 11 (5) E922-E931; DOI: https://doi.org/10.9778/
cmajo.20230025

*Anna Evans-Boudreau, Oyindamola Alaka, Lorna A. 
Turnbull, Jesse Hajer, Natalie Dandenault, Kristine 
Barr, “Tired of Waiting: Rectifying Manitoba’s Pay 
Gap” (2023) Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, 
Winnipeg MB.

*Maureen Matthews, Margaret Simmons, Myra Tait, 
Lorna A Turnbull, « Naanaaba’amii : In the footsteps 
of others, (2022-2023) Storia delle Donne, vol 18-19: 
139-164. DOI: 10.36253/sd-1501118-19

Lorna A Turnbull, “Reconciliation through religious 
literacy: Learning from Canada’s first Indigenous 
Premier” (December, 2023), Centre for Civic 

Religious Literacy, https://ccrl-clrc.ca/project/
manitobapremier/

Lorna A Turnbull, “Centring the Child: Comparing 
efforts to protect trans children in Canada and 
Scotland” (Sept 6, 2023), Contemporary Children and 
Families: opportunities and challenges in law, policy 
and practice. Royal Society of Edinburgh/Edinburgh 
Napier University conference

Turnbull L, “La diversité religieuse et culturelle, et le 
droit canadien en matière familiale” (2023, Nov 9) La 
diversité culturelle religieuse : Enjeux, perspectives et 
meilleures pratiques. La Fédération des associations 
des juristes d’expression française de common law et 
l’Association international francophone des interve-

nants auprès des familles séparées.  

https://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/journals/index.php/ijcre/article/view/8433
https://www.cmajopen.ca/content/11/5/E922
https://www.cmajopen.ca/content/11/5/E922
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/project/manitobapremier/
https://ccrl-clrc.ca/project/manitobapremier/
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DR. KATIE SZILAGYI INTERVIEWED 
ON CTV RE: IMPORTANT CHANGES 
TO MB LAW ON AI-GENERATED 
PORNOGRAPHY

CTV’s Daniel Halmarson interviewed Dr. Katie Szilagyi 
on June 5 for the story “Manitoba government crack-
ing down on AI-generated pornography”. Halmarson 
wrote:

U of M’s Katie Szilagyi, a professor in law and technol-
ogy, applauds the province for using broad language 
as technology is always evolving.

“So when the legislation can be as technologically 
neutral as possible in what it regulates and has broad, 
broad lines drawn in order to encompass things that 
might be coming just down the pipeline, that can be 
really helpful,” Szilagyi said.

She says the new law could help deter some people 
from creating or sharing these images.

“It can feel, I think, like it isn’t impacting somebody 
else when you’re alone in your basement, alone with 
your phone, just playing around with these types of 
technologies,” she said.

“But we really can understand this is another form of 
sexual violence against other folks.”

Read the full article here:

Manitoba law cracking down on AI-generated por-
nography | CTV News   n

DR. BRUCE CURRAN DISCUSSES 
LABOUR LAW ISSUES WITH CBC RE: 
BIOLOGICAL VS SURROGATE BIRTH 
PARENTAL LEAVE

Dr. Bruce Curran was interviewed by CBC’s Gavin 
Axelrod on June 24 for the story, “’Like I’m not a 

mother’: Manitoba parents who had child through 
surrogacy fighting for mat leave benefits. The woman’s 
contract stated she has to be the natural birth mother. 
Curran, who reviewed the unionized worker’s collec-
tive agreement before speaking with CBC, said the 
case is “interesting and important” in that it speaks 
to the need for both unions and employers to consider 
different types of families in their workplaces.

Read the full article here:

Manitoba parents who had child through surrogacy 
fighting for mat leave benefits | CBC News   n

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR BRANDON 
TRASK EXPLAINS “NOT CRIMINALLY 
RESPONSIBLE” TO MEDIA

Assistant Professor Brandon Trask continues to be 
in high demand by media outlets to explain the law 
around the concept of accused persons not being held 
criminally responsible for their actions.

Trask joined Richard Cloutier and Julie Buckingham 
on CJOB drive home news for an in-depth discussion 
of the Jeremy Skibiki trial. Please select June 10 at 
6:30 minutes after 3:00 p.m. in the Audio Vault.

Listen to the interview here:

Audio Vault (globalnews.ca)

On Tuesday, June 11, Trask spoke to Deb Hutton on 
NewsTalk 1010 Toronto about another not-criminal-
ly-responsible case wherein a young woman was killed 
by a schizophrenic individual on a Toronto bus. The 
incident occurred in June, 2022, and the judge’s deci-
sion is expected soon.

Listen to the interview here:

Listen to Podcasts and Audio bites on Newstalk 1010 
CFRB Toronto | Audio | iHeartRadio

Trask was also interviewed by CBC’s Caitlyn Gowriluk 

In the Media

https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/manitoba-government-cracking-down-on-ai-generated-pornography-1.6914171
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/manitoba-government-cracking-down-on-ai-generated-pornography-1.6914171
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/maternity-leave-denied-surrogacy-1.7243749
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/maternity-leave-denied-surrogacy-1.7243749
https://globalnews.ca/pages/audio-vault-cjob/
https://www.newstalk1010.com/audio.html
https://www.newstalk1010.com/audio.html
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regarding Jeremy SKibicki’s defence team’s argument 
that he is not criminally responsible for his actions. The 
story is titled, “What does it mean when someone is 
found not criminally responsible in a trial?” and was 
published on June 4.

Read the article and listen to the interview here:

What does it mean when someone is found not crim-
inally responsible in a trial? | CBC.ca

Listen to an interview with Brandon Trask regarding 
next steps in the Skibicki trial, including a search of 
the Brady Landfill.

Archived Video (tveyes.com)  n

CLINICAL COUNSEL ALLISON FENSKE 
INTERVIEWED ON CJOB RE: SURRO-
GACY PARENTAL RIGHTS CASE

On May 22, the Faculty of Law’s Clinical Counsel, 
Allison Fenske was interviewed by Richard Cloutier 
and Julie Buckingham at 4:36 p.m. regarding a 
constitutional court challenge to Manitoba’s Family 
Maintenance Law. Manitoba law said that non-birthing 
parents of same-sex couples could not be named on a 
child’s birth certificate and had to apply to adopt their 
own child. Seven families successfully challenged the 
law in the case on which Fenske was one of the coun-
sel.   n

CBC MANITOBA: WHY ONE 
MANITOBA PROFESSOR SAYS 
CANADA IS FAILING ITS INTERNA-
TIONAL OBLIGATIONS IN GAZA

On December 10th 2023 Dr. Derejko was inter-
viewed by a number of new agencies about the 75th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, including Canada’s record for upholding the 
Universal Declaration in Canada. Listen to a CBC 

Interview. Watch the CTV Interview. Listen to the 
COJB interview.   

On December 17th 2023 Nathan explained how the 
international law principles of necessity and propor-
tionality applied to Israel’s war against Gaza. Listen 
to the interview on CBC.

On January 26th 2024 Nathan discussed the legal 
implications of the International Court of Justice's 
decision on provisional measures in the Genocide case 
(South Africa v Israel). Watch the CTV interview.

On February 20th 2024 Nathan was interviewed by 
CTV news about the significance of the International 
Day for Social Justice for Winnipeg and how small 
deeds can works towards big impact . Watch the CTV 
interview.

On May 28th 2024 Nathan was interviewed on 
about the Israeli Attack on Rafah in Gaza and the 
International Court of Justice ruling on provisional 
measures in South Africa v Israel. Error! Hyperlink 
reference not valid. 

On 17 August 2024 Nathan discussed the continued 
significance of the Geneva Conventions 75 years after 
their adoption in 1949. Listen to the CBC interview.

On April 24, he spoke with Faith Fundal on CBC’s Up 
To Speed in the segment titled “Why one Manitoba 
professor says Canada is failing its international 
Obligations in Gaza.” Listen to the interview on CBC.

On February 2, 2024, Dr. Derejko provided infor-
mation to CBC Kids News to help explain the court 
orders made by the UN’s International Court of Justice 
regarding Israel taking steps to prevent genocide. 
Read the story on CBC Kids News.  n

https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6407563
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6407563
https://archive.tveyes.com/8383/12185/01528683-271d-4852-a3d3-f516f46165f0/CARADCFPL_06-12-2024_05.33.51.mp3
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/video/c2824728-_canada-played-a-leading-role
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/video/c2824728-_canada-played-a-leading-role
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/video/c2824728-_canada-played-a-leading-role
https://law.robsonhall.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/CJOB-Nathan-Derejko-Jim-Toth-signal-2023-12-09-094428.mp3?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=test-robson-hall-enews-october-26-30-2020_134
https://law.robsonhall.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/CJOB-Nathan-Derejko-Jim-Toth-signal-2023-12-09-094428.mp3?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=test-robson-hall-enews-october-26-30-2020_134
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-367/clip/16030518%20https:/www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-367/clip/16030518
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-367/clip/16030518%20https:/www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-367/clip/16030518
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/video/c2855405-impacts-of-icj-ruling-on-israel-hamas-war
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/video/c2870971-_small-deeds-can-work-towards-great-impacts
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/video/c2870971-_small-deeds-can-work-towards-great-impacts
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-367-the-weekend-morning-show-manitoba/clip/16088558-the-importance-geneva-conventions-75-years
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-111-up-to-speed/clip/16058627-why-one-manitoba-professor-says-canada-failing-its
https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/un-court-orders-israel-to-take-steps-to-prevent-genocide-in-gaza-heres-why
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DR. DONN SHORT COMMENTS
Riverbend flag theft tabbed as  
hate crime @Winnipeg News

Riverbend Community School’s Pride flag was stolen 
and a letter containing homophobic statements was 
left behind. Dr. Short commented to Carol Sanders of 
the Winnipeg Free Press on the importance of sup-
porting 2SLGBTQ students in school as a stand against 
the kind of statements such vandalism stands for:

“Students are aware of and discussing queer kids, 
even in the earliest grades. This is the unofficial curric-
ulum of schools that teaches negativity and hatred in 
hallways and school yards. That is why it is so import-
ant for the official curriculum and official spaces of 
schools to contain trans and queer content, to work 
against what is otherwise being taught already. The 
person who took the flag would have benefited from 
going to the kind of school they apparently oppose.”

Dr. Donn Short is an expert on domestic human rights. 
He is the author of a trilogy of books dealing with 
bullying and safe schools — Making the Case; Am 
I Safe Here? and Don’t Be So Gay!, all published by 
UBC Press. He is a co-author of the text, The Every 
Teacher Project published by MTS. He was appointed 
by the Lieutenant Governor in Council to the Manitoba 
Human Rights Commission. At Robson Hall, Dr. Short 
founded the group Outlaws. He is the founding and 
current Editor-in-Chief of the Canadian Journal of 
Human Rights. 

He was the winner of the inaugural Aaron Berg 
Award, presented by the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission, the Manitoba Human Rights Commission 
and the Manitoba Association for Rights and Liberties, 
awarded to a person involved in the legal profession 
who has contributed significantly to the advancement 
of human rights in Manitoba.

Read the full article here: 

https://www.winnipegfreepress.
com/breakingnews/2023/05/18/
riverbend-flag-theft-tabbed-as-possible-hate-crime

n

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2023/05/18/riverbend-flag-theft-tabbed-as-possible-hate-crime
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2023/05/18/riverbend-flag-theft-tabbed-as-possible-hate-crime
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2023/05/18/riverbend-flag-theft-tabbed-as-possible-hate-crime
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Consider submitting your 
work to the Canadian 
Journal of Human Rights 

 
 
The Canadian Journal of Human Rights (CJHR) is now 
inviting submissions for its thirteenth volume. The CJHR is 
published at Robson Hall, Faculty of Law at the University of 
Manitoba. 
 
The journal is a peer-reviewed forum for scholars to explore 
concerns in human rights and humanitarian law and policy 
relevant to Canadian society.  

 
Submission Details 

 
The CJHR welcomes submissions of articles from scholars from diverse backgrounds of 
academic engagement. Please contact us in advance if you are interested in submitting a 
book review.  

 
Articles are published online as completed and in print at year end. All articles and book 
reviews will be made available pursuant to our Open Access Policy.  
 
Kindly send article manuscripts, including an abstract of no more than 150 words, via e-mail 
as attachments in Word to:  
        

Dr. Donn Short, Editor-in-Chief 
Canadian Journal of Human Rights  
cjhr@umanitoba.ca       

     
Authors should include full contact information (name, institution, mailing address, 
telephone) in the body of the e-mail.  
 
Manuscripts are read and considered on a rolling basis for current and future volumes. The 
CJHR does not accept submissions that are being considered by other journals or law 
reviews. 
 
For our submission requirements,    
please visit our website at http://www.cjhr.ca/submissions/  


