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CRITICAL THINKING ON THE ENVIRONMENT 2017 

ENVR 4110 

(Jan-April 2018) 

 

COURSE CONTENT, GOAL, AND OBJECTIVES 

“Critical Thinking” is the second of two conservation-oriented core courses offered by the 

Environmental Science and Studies Programme. In previous years, we combined an emphasis on local, 

experience-based knowledge and alternative strategies. Now I also give greater emphasis on 

globalization and some of the recent grassroots responses, as well as introduce some new topics, in 

particular environmental education. However, we will continue to recognize that many of the most 

promising strategies lie at the margins of science; indeed, some are explicitly anti-science.  

This course is interdisciplinary in approach and, following my biases, will emphasise the 

importance of local, community-based viewpoints. However, there will be much flexibility for you to 

tailor the course to conform to your own needs and interests. The emphasis is on in-class work, and 

only 20% of the marks are exam-based. My teaching philosophy is that learning should be a 

participatory and creative process, rather than fact and memory-centred, and that students should take 

responsibility for what they create. Much of the course work will involve discussion and collaborative 

assignments. As many of these subject areas are value-laden and controversial, please respect the right 

of class members to voice opinions that may conflict with your own. 

The goal of the course is to critically evaluate the real-word strategies that are being generated 

to mitigate the destruction of the environment, these ranging from local to global efforts.  

The objectives of the course are for you to: 

i) encounter and critically evaluate many current real-world environmental issues; 

ii) examine factors that underlie and contribute to these issues; 

iii) continue to evaluate the political assumptions underlying much of the ostensibly objective, 

value-free, expert-based responses to these issues; and 

iv) become familiar with and evaluate collective and individualist approaches to social and 

environmental change. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Instructor:  Asfia Gulrukh Kamal 

Office: 302b Wallace 

Phone: (w) 474-9316  

E-mail: umkamal@myumanitoba.ca 

Office Hours: open-door (email is generally the quickest) 

TAs 

 Darcy McDougall: ummcdo37@cc.umanitoba.ca 

  303 Wallace, 474-7949; meetings by arrangement 

 Naomi Calnitsky: Naomi.Calnitsky@umanitoba.ca 

 

Lectures:  Tues & Thurs, 11:30 - 12:45 p.m. (221 Wallace) 

Labs:  Thurs 2:30-5:30 p.m. (221 Wallace) 

Assigned Readings 

 posted electronically on UM Learn 

 please read them before class as they will provide background for the 

lectures/discussion 

Textbook: (none)  

Class Notes 

• any class notes will be made available before each class  



 2 

• briefing notes will be made available within your groups in class 

 

Other 

• late submissions will be penalised 5% per day (unless arrangements are made with the TAs) 

• students should be familiar with the University’s policy on academic dishonesty including 

plagiarism, cheating, and exam impersonation (see General Calendar) 

• marking scheme is: A+ (≥90), A (80-89), B+ (75-79), B (70-74), C+ (65-69),  

C (60-64), D (50-59), F (0-49) 

STRUCTURE OF COURSE 

 lecture 

 small group work  

• briefs 

• in-class reading assignments 

 discussion  

• films 

• briefs and reflections 

 tutorials: focus on assignments 

• occasional guest speakers 

• term assignments 
 

MARK ALLOCATION 

 Term assignment: (30%).  

• System analysis and intervention plan 

o Topics: Jan 11 

o Proposal (two-page) Feb 15 (5%) 

o Oral presentation: Due in-class Mar 29 and April 5 (5%)  

o Written summary (four-page) of activity and learning moments: Due April 12 

(email to appropriate TA) (20%)  

 Fieldtrip reflection (individual) (2*5=10%) 

• Note. present your completed briefs to your group in-person  

• Any exceptions, saving those that have been arranged with instructor ahead of time or 

accompanied by a physician’s note, will receive a zero 

• Three-page critical reflection double spaced 

 Critical reflections (individual) (2*10=20%) 

• Summary, critical insight, personal reflection 

• Max four pages (double-spaced) 

• Due dates: CR1: Feb 27; CR2: Mar 29; CR3: Apr 5  

 Class participation and in class engagement (10%) 

• Instructor evaluation and engagement 

• Peer to peer evaluation and engagement 

• Self evaluation (voluntary, submitted along with exam) 

 Final Exam (30%) 

• Take home 

o Hand out: April 1 

o Email return: April 15 
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DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE 

DATE TOPIC READINGS 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Critical Reflection 1: Due Feb 27, 2018 

Jan 4 Intro: review and modify syllabus  

Jan 9 Why critical environmental thinking Hofreiter et al. 2007 

Jan 11 Socio-environmental system Goodman, 1997 

Chapin et al, 2011 

Jan 16 Systems thinking and practice for action 

research. 

Snowdon and Swinburn 2008 

Jan 18 Community service learning and social 

change  

Dharamsi et al. 2010 

Jan 23 Environmental education:  

Conventions and alternatives 

Schild, 2016. 

Jan 25 Children, nature and education Louv, 2005 

Jan 30 Environmental careers – trends and 

hopes 

Knowles, 2012; Eco Canada 2012 

 

POLITICS OF CONSUMPTION 

Critical Reflection 2: Due Mar 29 

Feb 1 System thinking review: Systems of 

People and Nature 

Westley, F. et al. 2002 

Feb 6 Is this oil worth the price? 

Film: One River, Many Relations 

Tyas and McLachlan, 2015 

Feb 8  Tar Sands, a critical analysis; 

contaminant, diets, and health 

McLachlan, 2014 

Feb 13 Greening global consumption: 

Redefining politics and authority 

Spaargaren, & Mol. 2008  

Feb 15 Linking students with environmental 

justice research: Research in northern 

Manitoba 

Guest speaker students and community 

members 

McLachlan et al. 2015 

Feb 21-24 MID-TERM BREAK  

Feb 27 Meeting with Office of Sustainability 

Guest: Leanne Shewchuk, UM-OS 

Meet with TAs re. assignments 

 

POLITICS OF FOOD 

Critical Reflection 3: Apr 5 

 

Mar 1 Food Sovereignty Kamal et al., 2015 

Rudolph and McLachlan, 2013 

Mar 6 Green consumerism: Fair trade coffee 

and chocolate 

Rohrlich, 2015 

Mar 8 Alternative agriculture and the 

corporate university 

McLachlan, 2012 

Mar 13 Eating local, organic, and vegetarian on 

the prairies: essential or myth? 

Small-farm permaculture, 2016 

Mar 15 Alternative consumption, alternative 

businesses. Walking tour: Bike Dump, 

Natural Cycle, Neechi Foods… 

Field trip 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Academic Integrity: 

• University of Manitoba has strict regulations for academic integrity. It is expected all students 

will abide by these principles and regulations. As a student it is your duty to act responsibly. 

More information can be found at: 

http://umanitoba.ca/student/academicintegrity/president-message.html 

• Every student registered for this class must have taken an academic integrity tutorial available 

at: 

http://www.umanitoba.ca/student/resource/disability_services/files/ai/Plagiarism/ 

Writing Support for Students: 

• University of Manitoba English Language Centre provides workshops and courses throughout 

the semester for students. For more information you can contact 520 University Centre. 

• University of Manitoba’s Learning Assistance Centre provides important information regarding 

academic writing. They also provide one-on-one tutoring to edit and review student papers. 

• Writing tutors are available who work closely with students on their assignments. They work 

on both the Fort Garry and the Bannatyne campuses. They also provide online support. 

• University of Manitoba has libraries that offer reference sources, access to online database and 

workshops on how to write references on a regular basis. For additional information on their 

resources and for the scheduling of any available workshops: http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/ 

Student Counselling and Career Centre 

http://business.financialpost.com/fp-comment/daniel-schwanen-tpp-is-a-good-deal-for-canada
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/13/walmart-sustainability_n_4263032.html
http://www.small-farm-permaculture-and-sustainable-living.com/advantages_and_disadvantages_organic_farming.html
http://www.small-farm-permaculture-and-sustainable-living.com/advantages_and_disadvantages_organic_farming.html
http://www.oneriverthefilm.ca/
http://umanitoba.ca/student/academicintegrity/president-message.html
http://www.umanitoba.ca/student/resource/disability_services/files/ai/Plagiarism/
http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/
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• University of Manitoba offers counselling at the individual and group level, which can be very 

helpful resources for students. For more information: 

http://umanitoba.ca/student/counselling/index.html 

Respectful Work and Learning Environment Policy 

• Students and staff are expected to be familiar with and follow at University of Manitoba. For 

more information: 

http://umanitoba.ca/admin/governance/governing_documents/community/566.html 

Student Accessibility 

• University of Manitoba provides special care for students will disabilities through student 

accessibility services. For more information: 

http://umanitoba.ca/student/saa/accessibility/about-us.html 

 

 

http://umanitoba.ca/student/counselling/index.html
http://umanitoba.ca/admin/governance/governing_documents/community/566.html
http://umanitoba.ca/student/saa/accessibility/about-us.html

