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Department of History 
University of Manitoba 

HIST 2680W  
Socialism since the French Revolution (3) 

Section A01 
Winter Term 2017 

Lectures: Tuesday and Thursday, 10:00-11:15AM 
Room: 318 St. Paul’s College  

 
Instructor:  Mark Gabbert 
e-mail/phone  Mark.Gabbert@umanitoba.ca,  204-474-8840 
Office:  Room 406 Fletcher Argue Building 
Office hours:  Tuesdays, 2:15-3:15PM and by appointment. 
 
 
Course Description 
 This course is an introductory survey of the global history of socialist theory and practice 
since the French Revolution of 1789.  Class periods will be devoted to lectures, though class time 
will also be taken to discuss together the required reading and the essay assignments.   
 
Required Reading 

The following required readings are listed in the general order in which they should be 
read with specific assignments indicated in the schedule of work below.  The Communist 
Manifesto and the books by Kaiser, Lih and Meisner are available in the bookstore. 
 
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, The Communist Manifesto (Oxford University Press)  
 
V. I. Lenin, “Draft and Explanation of a Programme for the Social-Democratic Party,” Collected 
Works, 2, pp. 93-121. (http://www.marx2mao.com/PDFs/Lenin%20CW-Vol.%202.pdf) 
 
V. I. Lenin, “The Tasks of the Russian Social Democrats,” Collected Works, 2, pp. 323-347.   
(http://www.marx2mao.com/PDFs/Lenin%20CW-Vol.%202.pdf) 
 
V. I. Lenin, “To the Rural Poor:  An Explanation for the Peasants of What the Social Democrats 
Want” Collected Works, 6, pp. 359-431. (http://www.marx2mao.com/PDFs/Lenin%20CW-
Vol.%206.pdf)  
 
Lars T. Lih, Lenin (Reaktion Books, 2011). 
 
Daniel Kaiser (ed.), The Workers’ Revolution in Russia, 1917:  The View from Below  
(Cambridge University Press, 1987). 
 
Maurice Meisner, Mao Zedong:  A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Polity, 2006). 
 
Mao Tse-tung, “Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan,” Selected Works, 
1, pp. 23-59 (http://www.marx2mao.com/Mao/HP27.html#c1) 
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COURSE WORK 

 
Essay Assignments (50% of final mark) 

 
Essay I:  1500-1750 words, due in class Thursday, March 2, 2017. (25% of final mark) 
 
 Discuss the relative importance of Bolshevik political activism and mass proletarian 
discontent in the Russian Revolution of 1917 as discussed in the essays by Bater, Suny, 
Smith and Koenker contained in Kaiser’s collection.   
 
Essay II:  1500-1750 words, due in class Thursday, April 6, 2017.  (25% of final mark) 
 
 “The fundamental differences between Lenin and Mao Zedong lie in their 
contrasting views of the proletariat and peasantry in the struggle for socialism.”  To what 
extent is this statement supported by Lars Lih’s Lenin and Maurice Meisner’s MaoZedong? 
 
Please Note:  This is a W course which meets the University Senate’s writing requirement.  To pass 
this course, you must receive passing marks on each of the two assigned essays.  To meet this 
requirement, all essays must meet the following standards: 

 Essays must be a minimum of 1500 words and a maximum of 1750 words in length 
excluding footnotes and bibliography.  All essays must include a computer generated word 
count.  Essays that do not meet these requirements are not acceptable and will automatically 
receive a mark of F. 
 

Essays should be printed in 12 point type on one side of the page and double spaced 
with proper margins. Page numbers should be printed at the bottom of the page. Footnotes 
must be numbered consecutively throughout the text and placed at the bottom of the page.  
All essays must be fully and properly footnoted according to the Chicago Manual of Style 
(http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html)  
 

Finally, please note that the essays are to be based only on the assigned reading.  
This means you must read the material assigned for each essay and make sense of it on 
your own to address the essay question.  The use of reviews or other commentaries or 
secondary sources is not permitted.   

 
Late Work 

 
Essays must be handed in on the due date unless there is acceptable evidence of 

medical or compassionate grounds for an extension.  Students who hand in Essay I on time 
will have the option of rewriting for a higher mark. 
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Term Examination (20% of final mark) 
 

There will be a one hour term examination held during the regular class period on 
Thursday, March 9, 2017.  This will be an essay examination. 

 
Final Examination (30% of final mark) 

 
There will be a two hour final examination scheduled by the registrar during the regular 

final examination period in April (April 22-29, 2017).  The final examination will consist of 
essay questions and will cover the entire course, including both the reading and the lectures.  
Students are reminded that they are required to be available for the final examination which, as 
noted above, will take place during the regular final examination period in April after the 
conclusion of classes.  Holiday and travel arrangements must be made to accommodate the final 
examination schedule. 

 
Voluntary Withdrawal 

 
The Voluntary Withdrawal Date for this course is Friday, March 31, 2017.  Work 

constituting forty-five per-cent of your course mark will be returned before that date.  
 

Writing Requirement 
 
As noted above, since this is a course that meets the University Senate’s W requirement, 

students must complete each of their two essay assignments with a passing grade to pass the 
course. Students who wish to appeal a grade given for term work must do so within 10 working 
days after the grade for the term work has been made available to them.  Uncollected term work 
will become the property of the Faculty of Arts and will be subject to confidential destruction. 
  

 
Academic Honesty 

 
 Students are expected to submit work that they have produced themselves, that is not 
plagiarized, that is properly footnoted, and that is produced for this course and no other.   
 

Academic dishonesty is a very serious offense.  Students should familiarize themselves 
with the University’s policies academic dishonesty found in the ‘Academic Integrity’ section of 
the General Academic Regulations in the online Academic Calendar and Catalog and the Faculty 
of Arts regulation at http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/student/student_responsibilities.html  and 
with the detailed information at 
http://umanitoba.ca/student/resource/student_advocacy/academicintegrity/Academic-Integrity-
policies-and-procedures.html   
 
Penalties for Academic Dishonesty 
 

      The common penalty in Arts for plagiarism on a written assignment 
is a grade of F on the paper and a final grade of F (DISC)) (for 
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Disciplinary Action)) for the course. For the most serious acts of 
plagiarism, such as purchase of an essay and repeat violations, this 
penalty can also include suspension for a period of up to five (5) years 
from registration in courses taught in a particular department/program 
in Arts or from all courses taught in this Faculty.  
     The Faculty also reserves the right to submit student work that is 
suspected of being plagiarized to Internet sites designed to detect 
plagiarism or to other experts for authentication.  
     The common penalty in Arts for academic dishonesty on a test or 
examination is F for the paper, F (DISC) for the course, and a one-year 
suspension from courses acceptable for credit in the Faculty. For more 
serious acts of academic dishonesty on a test or examination, such as 
repeat violations, this penalty can also include suspension for a period 
of up to five years from registration in courses taught in a particular 
department or program in Arts or from all courses taught in or accepted 
for credit by this Faculty. 

 
Use of Electronic Devices 

 
Given the superiority of hand written notes, all electronic devices must be turned off and 
stowed during lectures.  Recording of lectures is not permitted. (Note: Exceptions to this policy 
will be considered on a case by case basis.) 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Schedule of Work 
The Nineteenth Century  
January 19—February 7, 2017  
 
Reading: 
 

Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto 
 

Lih, Lenin, Introduction, chapters 1-3. 
 

V. I. Lenin, “Draft and Explanation of a Programme for the Social-Democratic Party”; 
“The Tasks of the Russian Social Democrats”; and “To the Rural Poor”. 

 
Kaiser, 1917: The Workers’ Revolution in Russia, chapter 2. 
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The Twentieth Century:  “Age of Catastrophe”, 1914-49   
February 9—March 23, 2017 
 

March 2, Essay I due in class 
February 20-24—Mid-Term Break 
March 9, Term Examination in class 

 
Reading: 
 

Kaiser, chapters 1, 3-6. 
 

Lih, Lenin, chapters 4, 5, and Epilogue.  
 

Meisner, Mao Zedong, pp. vi-x; chapters 1-4. 
 

Mao Tse-tung, “Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan”  
 
 
The Twentieth Century:  Stalinism and Social Democracy  
March 28—April 20, 2017 
 

April 6, Essay II due in class 
 
Reading: 
 

Meisner, Mao Zedong, chapters 5-7 and Epilogue.      
 
 

Grading Scale 
 
A+  85-100%   Exceptional Work  
A    80-85%     Excellent Work  
B+  75-79%     Very Good  
B    67-74%     Good  
C+  61-66%     Satisfactory  
C    55-60%     Adequate  
D    48-54%     Marginal  
F       0-47%     Failing  
 

Final Standing 
 
Essay I     25% 
Essay II           25% 
Term Exam     20% 
Final Exam 30% 
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Grade Appeals 

 
Students who wish to appeal a grade given for term work must do so within 10 working days 
after the grade for the term work has been made available to them.  
 

Uncollected Work 
 

Uncollected term work will become the property of the Faculty of Arts and will be subject to 
confidential destruction. 
 

Student Resources 
 

You have access to several important resources to help you navigate your classes and university 
life more generally. There are writing tutors available to help you with your essays through the 
Academic Learning Centre (ALC): http://umanitoba.ca/student/academiclearning/ . The History 
department will also make a writing tutor available exclusively to History students in the 
department on one day a week.  More information about scheduling, etc., TBA. 

The ALC page also has resources to help you with study skills, organization, as well as 
assistance for students using English as an Additional Language (EAL). Other issues, including 
accessibility services, workshops, and tips about academic integrity are addressed at the Student 
Advocacy Services webpage (http://umanitoba.ca/student/resource/student_advocacy/ ). 

All of the above services can also be accessed under the heading of Student Resources on the 
Student Affairs website: http://umanitoba.ca/student/studentlife/index.html . 

History students can also take advantage of the huge range of academic materials (including 
primary and secondary sources, as well as pages to help with writing and referencing) made 
available by the History subject librarian, Kyle Feenstra, tailored just for you! They are available 
on the Libraries page at this link: http://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/history . Students who need 
research assistance can also schedule an appointment with a librarian through the website. 

 


