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Disclaimer:  
 
The purpose of this document to answer common questions from MSc Genetic Counselling 
program applicants.  Applicants must refer to official program admission requirements.   
 

 

Tips to Avoid Common Mistakes in your Application 
 
Preparing your CV:  
The admissions committee often uses your CV to see the details about your experiences mentioned in 
other areas of your application. Consider your CV as the place to provide a comprehensive profile of 
your experiences to date. There is not a required template or format.  There are various resources 
available to help one describe their experiences using demonstration statements, including this CV 
resource from University of Manitoba Career Services.      
 
Counselling Experiences: 
Please use the “counselling experiences” fields for only experiences meeting the requirements of 
practicing counselling skills.  Shadowing/volunteering with genetic counsellors is not a considered a 
counselling experience unless you are practicing counselling skills. All experiences, however, should be 
documented in your CV. 
 
References 
When you ask for references: 
1) Ensure that they are aware of which program you are applying to, and that genetic counselling is a 
clinical graduate program 
2) Suggest values/topics you would like them to write about that are relevant to your genetic 
counselling application  
3) Ask your counselling reference to specifically speak about your counselling skills and abilities. 
4) Ask that they provide a ranking according to others in your same pool (ex top 10% of volunteers, etc) 
 
Calculate your own GPA 

https://www.umanitoba.ca/career-services/sites/career-services/files/2021-05/CV.pdf
https://www.umanitoba.ca/career-services/sites/career-services/files/2021-05/CV.pdf


 
 
October 3, 2023 
 

Every year a number of candidates do not proceed to the interview stage as their GPA is below the 
minimum.  You can use a GPA Calculator to prepare, by looking at your grades in each course 
individually over the last 60 credits. Starting with your most recent University level course (for credit), 
work backwards through each course until you reach a total of 60 credits.   
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
General 

Can you review my application and transcripts to see if I meet the application requirements? 
Transcripts or other materials will not be reviewed in advance of the submission of an application. 
Please review all application requirements listed in detail on our webpage. 
 
Do I need to have a thesis supervisor in advance of applying? 
No. Thesis projects and supervisors will be determined after enrollment in the program. 
 
Do all placements take place in Winnipeg or are there other locations as well?  
All clinical placements (rotations) take place in Winnipeg during the academic year (Fall-Winter). 
Summer rotations can be arranged at centres with certified genetic counsellors outside of Manitoba. 
 
Are GRE scores required?  No 
 
Are there scholarships available?  
There are a number of scholarships available to our students locally and nationally after enrollment in 
the program. This includes the Canadian Graduate Scholarships-Masters and the University of Manitoba 
Graduate Fellowship among others.  
 
I met the requirements, why did I not get an interview? 
The applicant pool for an MSc in Genetic Counselling is very competitive. We receive a high number of 
qualified applicants every year and successful applicants generally exceed the minimum requirements 
listed on our webpage. As a result, meeting the minimum program requirements does not guarantee an 
interview or admission. If you would like feedback on your application, we would be pleased to provide 
it.  
 
I have previously applied in the past, is there a special process for re-applicants? 
Your account will remain active for 2 years since your first applicant and certain data, such as contact 
and biographical and education data, will pre-populate in your application. The Admissions office may 
be able to upload transcripts from the last time you applied, but otherwise a new application and 
documents are required (for questions email graduate.admissions@umanitoba.ca) 
 
Coursework and Transcripts  

I have courses/prerequisites in progress, what do I do?  
Courses in progress are acceptable for your application and admission is contingent on your successful 
completion of these courses. Courses in progress should be either listed on your uploaded transcripts or 
alternatively you can provide a letter from your course coordinator indicating you are enrolled. 
 

https://umanitoba.ca/graduate-studies/graduate-student-admissions/requirements#how-to-calculate-canadian-and-us-gpas
https://umanitoba.ca/faculties/health_sciences/medicine/units/biochem/genetic-counselling-admission-requirements.html
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/CGSM-BESCM_eng.asp
https://umanitoba.ca/graduate-studies/funding-awards-and-financial-aid/university-manitoba-graduate-fellowship-umgf
https://umanitoba.ca/graduate-studies/funding-awards-and-financial-aid/university-manitoba-graduate-fellowship-umgf
mailto:graduate.admissions@umanitoba.ca
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I did not receive a grade for a required course from my University due to COVID-19. Can this course 
still be used to meet requirements? 
Due to COVID-19, the University of Manitoba GCP will accept a "pass" or "complete" grade in 
required/recommended courses for the Spring 2020 term, with the appropriate explanation noted on 
the official transcript. Grades of "pass" or "complete" will not be included in the GPA calculation. 
 
How many credit hours are required? Applicants are required to complete a 4-year degree or 
equivalent (120 credit hours). 
 
What if I completed my previous education at multiple institutions? 
Transcripts from all institutions (including those where courses are in progress) should be scanned and 
uploaded. For a BSc the GPA is calculated based on the most recent 60 credit hours taken at a degree-
granting institution. 
 
How do I submit my transcripts? 
Transcripts from all institutions attended should be scanned and uploaded in the application package, 
which will include completed and in progress courses. Admission to the program will be contingent on 
the completion of the in-progress courses. Degree certificates are not required at the time of 
application. In some cases, the Faculty of Graduate Studies may request degree certificates as a 
condition of admission. 
 
How much coursework is required for prerequisites? 
Applicants should have completed undergraduate genetics courses in principles of genetics, cell biology 
and molecular biology. At least one course in psychology is required. Courses in developmental biology, 
statistics and embryology are an asset but not required. 
 
Experiences 

What are examples of the required “counselling experience”? 
Counselling experiences could include supportive counselling (ie: mental health, bereavement, elder, 
cancer, victim, distress, cultural supports, etc), crisis intervention/response (suicide, trauma support, 
campus resident advisor, etc) options counselling (ie: contraceptive, pregnancy care, STI supports) and 
support group facilitating.  Most of these experiences provide training. This work could include both in 
person and phone and be paid or volunteer.  Most successful applicants have worked/volunteered in 
this capacity on a part time basis for over a year.  


