
LINGUISTICS

What is the study of 
Linguistics?
Linguistics is the study of how human language is structured, acquired and used, how 
it changes over time, and how words and constructions mean what they do in human 
interaction. The program offers courses in a wide variety of the sub-fields of linguistics: the 
nature of meaning, sounds and patterns of sounds, the structure of words and sentences, 
anatomical foundations of language, historical linguistics, the role of language in society, 
signed language, and the relationship between language and gender.

What is unique about 
Linguistics at the UM?
The Linguistics program and its faculty offers students a range of theoretical perspectives 
and practices, including generative, cognitive, functional, and typological approaches to 
language. The program specializes in both spoken and signed language linguistics, with 
a particular focus on local, primarily indigenous languages. The department also offers 
an American Sign Language course at the beginner level.  There is also a pre-professional 
concentration in Applied Linguistic Science, which is of interest to students planning a 
career in speech/language pathology. 
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B.A. Honours Program - 4 years 
B.A. Double Honours Program - 4 years 
B.A. Advanced Major - 4 years
B.A. Advanced Double Major - 4 years
B.A. General Major - 3 years
Minor
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