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Canada has seen a substantial increase Iin
Immigration over the past decades, with over
8 million immigrants making up 23.9% of the
population.

In Manitoba, immigrants total 1,307,190,
representing 19.7% of the population, with
recent immigrants (arrived between 2016 and
2021), accounting for 58,370 individuals
(22.7% of total immigrants), while in
Winnipeg, immigrants comprise 25.4% of the
city's population, with recent immigrants
making up 22.4% of the total immigrant
population, highlighting the importance of
effective housing solutions for integration.

e Research Rationale

Recent immigrants in Canada face significant
housing challenges due to a combination of
barriers, including primary, secondary and
systemic issues rooted Iin existing housing
policies and programs.

This research examines how housing
strategies and programs across federal,
provincial, and municipal levels respond to the
specific needs of recent immigrants, focusing
on their effectiveness and coherence.

The study aims to identify specific policy
barriers that restrict recent immigrants' access
to safe and affordable housing in Winnipeg,
providing insights for potential improvements
In housing policy frameworks.
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The research utilized directed qualitative
content analysis, focusing on publicly
available housing policies and programs to
understand how they cater to the housing
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This method allows for an in-depth
exploration of the programs, identifying
barriers and opportunities for improvement.

Comparative Analysis
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Based on the themes

Refinement of focus developed, these steps
In the end, a total of were undertaken :

The analysis follows the structured process tirteen (13) programs Examination of program

were adopted consistency, efficiency

suggested by Hsieh and Shannon (2005), i
which includes three (3) major steps: duplication

Lack of targeted Programs: A significant gap exists in the availability of programs specifically
designed to meet the housing needs of recent immigrants. Current policies tend to adopt a one-
size-fits-all approach, failing to account for the distinct challenges faced by this group, such as
cultural differences and varying levels of familiarity with the housing market.

Eligibility Restrictions and Documentation Requirements: Recent immigrants often face
stringent eligibility and documentation requirements that hinder their access to housing
programs. Common requirements, such as credit histories and rental references, are particularly
challenging for newcomers who may lack such documentation due to previous international
living situations.

Inadequate Policy Coordination: A lack of effective coordination between federal, provincial,
and municipal housing programs leads to a fragmented approach in supporting recent
Immigrants. This disjointed approach complicates access to housing resources, creating
confusion among recent immigrants regarding available support.

Statistics Canada. (2022, December 16). Focus on Geography Series, 2021 Census - Manitoba.

REFERENCES

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/fogs

spg/page.cfm?lang=E&topic=9&dguid=2021A000246

Hsieh, H. F., Shannon, S. E. (2005). Three approaches to qualitative content analysis. Qualitative
Health Research, 15(9), 1277-1288. https://doi.org/10.1177/1049732305276687

—_— o —— —

Programs Misalignment

« Inadequate alignment between
federal, provincial and municipal
programs complicates access
for recent immigrants

Need for Targeted Support

Programs

« Current housing programs fail
to address the unique barriers
faced by recent immigrants

Recommendation for Improved

Coordination

« Conduct audits of existing
programs to enhance
understanding of target
populations and align
resources.

« Addressing systemic barriers requires
programs that are inclusive and responsive
to the specific needs of recent immigrants

* Future research should focus on
understanding how housing programs affect
real-world outcomes for immigrant
communities.
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