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• Canada has seen a substantial increase in
immigration over the past decades, with over
8 million immigrants making up 23.9% of the
population.

• In Manitoba, immigrants total 1,307,190,
representing 19.7% of the population, with
recent immigrants (arrived between 2016 and
2021), accounting for 58,370 individuals 
(22.7% of total immigrants), while in 
Winnipeg, immigrants comprise 25.4% of the 
city's population, with recent immigrants 
making up 22.4% of the total immigrant 
population, highlighting the importance of 
effective housing solutions for integration.

BRIDGING THE GAP: POLICY BARRIERS 

TO IMMIGRANT HOUSING IN WINNIPEG

• The research utilized directed qualitative

content analysis, focusing on publicly 

available housing policies and programs to 

understand how they cater to the housing 

needs of recent immigrants.

• This method allows for an in-depth 

exploration of the programs, identifying 

barriers and opportunities for improvement.

• The analysis follows the structured process

suggested by Hsieh and Shannon (2005),

which includes three (3) major steps:

• Addressing systemic barriers requires

programs that are inclusive and responsive

to the specific needs of recent immigrants

• Future research should focus on 

understanding how housing programs affect 

real-world outcomes for immigrant 

communities.
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• Recent immigrants in Canada face significant 

housing challenges due to a combination of 

barriers, including primary, secondary and 

systemic issues rooted in existing housing 

policies and programs.

• This research examines how housing 

strategies and programs across federal, 

provincial, and municipal levels respond to the 

specific needs of recent immigrants, focusing 

on their effectiveness and coherence.

• The study aims to identify specific policy 

barriers that restrict recent immigrants' access 

to safe and affordable housing in Winnipeg, 

providing insights for potential improvements 

in housing policy frameworks.

Methods3

• Lack of targeted Programs: A significant gap exists in the availability of programs specifically 

designed to meet the housing needs of recent immigrants. Current policies tend to adopt a one-

size-fits-all approach, failing to account for the distinct challenges faced by this group, such as 

cultural differences and varying levels of familiarity with the housing market.

• Eligibility Restrictions and Documentation Requirements: Recent immigrants often face 

stringent eligibility and documentation requirements that hinder their access to housing 

programs. Common requirements, such as credit histories and rental references, are particularly 

challenging for newcomers who may lack such documentation due to previous international 

living situations.

• Inadequate Policy Coordination: A lack of effective coordination between federal, provincial, 

and municipal housing programs leads to a fragmented approach in supporting recent 

immigrants. This disjointed approach complicates access to housing resources, creating 

confusion among recent immigrants regarding available support.

Programs Misalignment

• Inadequate alignment between 

federal, provincial and municipal 

programs complicates access 

for recent immigrants

Need for Targeted Support

Programs

• Current housing programs fail 

to address the unique barriers 

faced by recent immigrants

Recommendation for Improved

Coordination

• Conduct audits of existing 

programs to enhance 

understanding of target 

populations and align 

resources.
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