Winnipeg Metropolitan Region

AGRICULTURE
MASTER PLAN

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

e This project builds on draft Plan 20 to 50, with
particular focus on Policy Area 4: Resource Management
which aims to "manage regional resources to support our PLAN20-50
communities, our environment and our economy" (pp. 71). draft VERSION 2.0

e The threats identified by the draft plan as impacting
resources in the WMR are, land conversion, fragmentation,
and degradation. Other prioritized areas of identified in
Policy Area 4 are, promoting environmental stewardship
and climate resiliency and responding to food security.
Our recommendations identify methods to address
these challenges and bolster the existing conditions.

o There are several promising trends
within ~ the  agriculture  sector of  Manitoba.
In the WMR, prime agricultural land is defined as soil
Class 1-3, which make up approximately 75% of the
region's total agricultural land (Government of Canada,
1998). The WMR also has a significant population of
farmers under the age of 35, which will continue to
support the sector as many farmers reach retirement
age. The WMR also has a significant number of female
farmers, improving the representation in the industry.

e These trends contribute to current and future success
of the region's agricultural sector and as were key
considerations as we developed these recommendations. Policy Areas (Plan 20-50. 2021)
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total farmland area (Wang, 2018). In Winnipeg, there were
155 farms in 2006. This fell by 47% in 2011 to 82 farms.
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e According to a recent study, nearly 14% of Manitoba
households and over 1 in 5 children across the province are
classified as food insecure, meaning they do not have enough
healthy and affordable food to meet their basic needs (Food
Matters Manitoba, 2023). Moreso, many low-income families
are left with few options, leading to a reliance on unhealthy,
processed and packaged foods (Bacon et al., 2019).
To ensure the protection and preservation of agricultural
lands and support the growth of the agricultural sector
while accommodating the projected population growth,
the WMR should consider the following recommendations.
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e British Columbia - maintains
a reserve of over 4.7 million
hectares of farmland since
1973

e Sustainable South Osborne
Community Coop - Volunteer
urban agriculture cooperative
located in Riverview, Lord
Roberts and on the banks of
the Red River

¢ King County - protects over
20,000 acres of farmland
from development

e | ancaster County -
protected over 5,000 acres
of farmland

e Create a designated board
to oversee ALR creation and
protection

e Develop policies and
regional legislation to create
ALR's within the WMR

e City owned parks and
greenspace should be used
for gardens & urban farms

¢ WWMR can maintain a
database or a registry of all
landowners and their uses,
then facilitate the process of
finding land for the desired
use

Sustainable South Osborne Garden
Bed and Greenhouse (SSOCC, n.d.)
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e Manitoba’s winters will become warmer and wetter, while ¢ Our recommendations seek to offer creative solutions Dﬁfmm [ 1
summers will be longer, warmer and drier (Government of for previously fragmented land. Sl -
Manitoba, n.d.). |
Crop Diversification (University e Agricultural practices in Manitoba and the WMR are a [

of Minnesota, 2020) i : . . . .
significant economic contributor, with the agri-food sector

exporting $8.8 billion worth of goods in 2022 (Agri-Food
Export Performance in 2022, 2023).

e Precipitation will vary from year to year, this uncertainty
makes it difficult to plan and can impact crop yields
(Government of Manitoba, n.d.).

e Manitoba will also see more extreme weather events such e According to Statistics Canada, income ratios are S
as heat waves, droughts, floods and storms, with the risks used to analyze the profitability of farms across Canada, el \
of droughts and floods being greater for the agriculture with farms that earn less than a 1.05 ratio considered
community (Government of Manitoba, n.d.). Water Retention (SRRWD, n.d.) unprofitable (Chen & Clark, 2023). Based on Census of
Agriculture data, on average, there are no census divisions i
e Goal to reach net-zero emissions by 2050 (Government of , in the WMR that earn below a 1.05 level average, with the
Canada, 2021). lowest-earning area in the southeast of the region (Chen &
Clark, 2023).
e The following recommendations encourage transparency,
accountability and sustainability in the WMR’s agriculture e Given that agriculture is a such a significant economic -
sector to ensure that municipalities, businesses and farm prodcuer, ensuring continuous future investments are \
operators are doing their part to prepare for and mitigate necessary for the economic success of the WMR.
climate change impacts and protect the land and economy.
RECOMMENDATIONS RECOMMENDATIONS
- - Standard Large Scale
Climate Conscious . | | Value-Added -
- - Environmental Farm Water Management Agritourism Investment in
Agriculture Practices Assessment Farms Agriculture
e Mitigate and prepare ® Provides consistent and * Connect consumers with e Promote locally produced * Finances devoted
for the impacts of climate comparable data across the * Reduce localized and local farms foods specifically to research
change through crop rotation region downstream flooding * Economic development e Offers income allowing for the development
Y & and diversification, natural e Encourages environmental ® Reduces damages from a‘?d diversification of income diversification for farmers anddexpansion of industry
’ responsibility and stewardshi flooding Streams e Adoption of new
Ib pest management, upgraded P y P e Productive use of technolodies
equipment fragmented land 7
® Brunkild, Manitoba - e Edmonton - Standardized e British Columbia - Richmond poch , .
adoption fc)f new farm Collection Process e Kehler Cattle and Colt Country Farms I;aisstee;ncsicc::kénl:aJcSugl?sSEFa;m& e Alberta - $10 million
?qx;_purrs\e_nf 4 4 X * Minnehaha - Open access Water Management - e Manitoba - A Maze In Corn Docta ’ 99 to support research and
; - _LI:)n lndg anc sTfpor GIS files received grant from AgAction & Snow Maze innovation in the agriculture
. anitoba Program for farmers e Winnipeg - Fort te sector
Sc;urﬁogl;e ased agriculture Manitoba Prog for f Winnipeg - Fort Why
Farms
e Encourage and provide e Develop data and reporting i | * Policies to promote e Zoning to allow storefronts e Advocate for funding
support for municipalities and requirements e Work with the province to agritourism - on agricultural land increases to funding towards
farm operators to apply for e Create an accessible, public increase grants that would * Ease zoning restrictions for e Grants to support farmers research and development in
federal and provincial grant online data portal for the allow large scale farms to agriculture In the process the industry
programs region adopt water management * Develop a zoning e Develop a zoning
practices applicati_on plug—in to ease application plug-in to ease
the application process the application process
Corn Maze (Tourism Winnipeg, n.d.) Manitoba Local Eggs and Pasta

(Nature's Farm, n.d.)

Tending to the Chickens
(Nature's Farm, n.d.)
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A f" Fora Gardening in the Greenhouse
e (AK| Foods, n.d.)
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OPPORTUNITIES

e Collaborative efforts by all levels of government essential
to enhancing reconciliation and relationship building within the
WMR. This is particularly important because of the injustices
experienced by Indigenous peoples in Canada. Colonization of
Indigenous communities living on Turtle Island led to the loss of
traditionallands andresources, forced relocationtoreserves, and
theexclusionofindigenouspeople fromcontinuingtheirtraditional
agricultural practices or selling their goods (Duncan, 2021).
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Education and Involvement
in Agriculture Processes (AKI
Foods, n.d.)

Pronvincial
Government
Federal
Government
WMR &
Municipal
Governments

@ First Nation Farmland (AKI
Foods, n.d.)

RECOMMENDATIONS

® Provides extension
services to farmers and rural
communities

¢ Create policies and

¢ Building connections
between residents

e Support of the agricultural
¢ Employment and

sector from various levels of

educational opportunities

e Potential topapdopt programs that support government

Indigenous farming practice agricultural development

e Aki Energy/ Aki Food - | |

focus on creating sustainable e Alberta - has 69 ASBs * Tri-level funding

ocal food systems improving assisting over 60,000 farms agreements have led to the
Cirst Nation access to and ranches to protect over development of projects in
healthy, good quality, low- 50 million acres of farmland Winnipeg

cost food (Aki Energy, n.d.)

e Establish ASBs to support

e Prioritize relationship farmers in the WMR .

building e Create a designated group * Work with all levels of

e Recognition that First of agriculture experts to government to advocate for
Nations are impacted by initiate educational events regional growth and success
changes in the region and collaboration between

various stakeholders
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