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NEXTEFHFRM
100 BRIIHVZE
Folly Forest

A Dancefloor for 100 Trees,
Canada
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Fig.01 Folly Forest: How to transform an asphalt desert into a
diverse and stimulating outdoor environment?
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Fig.02 Site Design: Finally everybody was convinced to realize the
project as follows: Perforate the asphalt, plant trees, fill gaps, sow
native grasses, welcome people and earthworms.
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Fig.03 Sketching: The "star shaped fugues" create "free spaces” for
trees, water infiltration, soil organisms, plant communities, insect
habitats.
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Fig.04 Cutting: Asphalt perforating is a simple measure that takes
ecological and aesthetical effects.
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Fig.05 Perforating: Existing grassy cracks are integrated &compose

a piece of everyday ecology and biodiversity.
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Fig.06 Excavating: Every bit of the excavated materials remained
on site.
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Fig.07 Main Actors: The controlled reuse of materials and their

transformation into a new context, is key.

108

P08 Fith: TN AT MR RY AR TR R R
Fig.08 Dance Floor: We just wanted to keep the rain run-off on
site to feed the trees.

Eloo aff A B T AL I . A I RaR R
Lofgit,

Fig.09 Four Materials: Logs, asphalt, stones, and bricks.Four

materials and two colours on the ground.
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Fig.10 Stars Kiss: The star-shaped tree discs are pockets of good
growing conditions.
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Fig.11 Red: Students were invited to Strathcona for hands-on
experience.
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Fig.12 Star Walk: If we want to leave no child inside we should

offer a stimulating outdoor environment.
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1 Fostering Change

Strathcona School is located in one of
Winnipeg’s most impoverished districts providing
a schoolyard which typically consists of asphalt,
lawn and a play structure. Fostering a vision
of holistic community "health and learning",
Folly Forest carries the hope of inducing multi-
layered transformations that would ultimately
culminate in a stimulating outdoor environment
for children but also in a vital public open space
for the neighbourhood. The design intends to give
the opportunity for children and families to gain
physical, social, emotional, and intellectual outdoor
experiences. Folly Forest demonstrates the immense
potential of landscape architecture as a spatial and

social transformer.

2 Cheap and Risky

The total cost for the metamorphosis of the
fifty years old asphalt is $20 per square metre. The
controlled reuse, the second life of materials and
their transformation into a new context, is key to
Folly Forest. Reclaiming the concept of Bricolage
played a major role in our design. Folly Forest
has exemplary value with regard to budget, risk,
execution and outcome. Folly Forest proves that
projects do not need to have million dollar budgets

or use vast amounts of resources.

3 Risk over Routine

The difficult task was to push the idea beyond
the routines, thinking outside the box but playing
according to rules and regulations.We elaborated
on the design of the open space in dialogue with
the administrator, teachers, students, school
division personnel and most especially the children
of Strathcona School. The discussion focussed
on the future of the area’s "nature” and the risk
everybody was willing to take. Finally everybody

was convinced to realize the project as follows:

(1) Perforate the Asphalt
(2) Plant Trees

(3) Fill Gaps

(4) Sow Native Grasses

(5) Welcome People and Earthworms

4 Gaps, Cracks, Fugues

The concept of perforating the existing
asphalt showcases how a simple measure can take
ecological and aesthetical effects and turn them
into the formative element of design. The "star
shaped fugues" create "free spaces” for trees, water
infiltration, soil organisms, plant communities,

insect habitats, and all of which is on the ground



where people go by foot, by bike or by service
vehicle. The existing grassy cracks are integrated in
this concept. According to this principle, the fugues
became a composed piece of everyday ecology and

biodiversity.

5 Materials and Plants

Bricks, logs, asphalt, and stones - four
materials and two colours are the main elements
on the ground. Silvery wooden beams and rusty
cauldrons became objets trouvés and serve as
"runways for mosquitoes" or "look-out towers
for earthworms”. All materials are recycled or
renewable. All plants in this project are native and
have similar demands respective of the sun, soil
and water. The star-shaped tree discs are pockets
of good growing conditions to ensure that the trees
feel comfortable in this environment. All tree discs
are covered with permeable materials with space has
been left between the stones and logs for plants to
grow. In between the gaps, there is always enough

space for life; Freedom within limits.

HEEFEN RIS S

6 Sustainable Performance
The whole schoolyard is like a reservoir for

rain runoffs of the surrounding asphalt areas. We
didn’t change any slopes. We just wanted to keep
the rain run-off on site to feed the trees. The water
is stored in the tree discs. The roots have access to
this water shed. The ground cover of the tree discs
reduces evaporation. From time to time the trees
will like to take a big sip of fresh water especially
during the dry and hot summers in Winnipeg.

7 Mass Balance

Every bit of the excavated materials remained
on site. The asphalt was converted into asphalt
bricks and reused as new paving cover for the tree
discs. The excavation was dumped on site and
shaped into humps. These humps became one of
the children’s favourite spots. It is great to elevate

yourself in an otherwise flat landscape.

8 Students Involved
In the beginning of the fall term of 2012

University of Manitoba architectural landscape

RMRILE / &

students were invited to Strathcona for a hands-on
experience. They were involved in tree pit paving
and asphalt painting. They dug in Winnipeg clay,
compacted Manitoban limestone, hammered on
stones, bricks, logs and asphalt and used brushes
and paint rollers to underline the impression of the
large star-shaped figure. The only complaint heard
was that the students would have to move back into

the studio because of the forthcoming winter.

9 Children’s Voices in Mind

The first step is done-a magical transformation
of an asphalt court to a diverse environment. What
the school and community learned is that this
project has the power to bring people together,
building and enjoying community during the day
and after school. The schoolyard is an important
meeting point within the community and has
gained steam through reorganization and redesign.
It achieves beauty and learning through life and
health of an urban forest. The low budget was a
challenge but also an opportunity to explore fresh

and uncommon ideas.
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Folly Forest is a result of a collaborative
effort between the designers, children, educators
and families. The children used their imagination
and creativity to visually represent their dreams
for a natural place to play. With the children’s
voices in mind, we produced design concepts,
details, images, text and several design portfolios
for fundraising over two summers. The educators
and families raised the money, supported the
work and pitched in to help. This project would
never have had happened without the openness
of the Engineering manager and the contract
administrator persons from the Winnipeg School
Building Department and their audacity to take a
substantial risk. Vision, risk, tenacity and courage

are key to extraordinary ideas!

10 Pilot Experience

In the meantime Folly Forest have had an
incredible response from individuals who live,
work, and play at Folly Forest. Corine Anderson, a
Nursery School Teacher from SPLASH Child Care

Inc., for example wrote a wonderful letter about the
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everyday life and change initiated by Folly Forest
(November 20, 2013):

"+ After many years of working together we
have seen a drastic decrease in vandalism of our
shared green space and now with the creation of the
Folly Forest the children of this neighbourhood see
themselves as stewards of the environment."

"-+- We also see that the space is used for play
before and after school and well into the evening.
In short it could be argued that the Folly Forest
has become an embodiment of Jane Jacob’s urban
design philosophies. The act of learning how to care
for the forest and participating in the creation of
their community spaces has helped the children and
their families to develop a sense of ownership. This
sense of ownership has translated into an increase
of community use which has, in turn created a safer
space and more importantly the perception of a
safer space”.

"+ We have also noticed a marked increase
in the frequency and quality of their pretend play.
This is particularly exciting to us because of links

between pretend/imaginative play, motor skills and

literacy development".

"-+- In the summer months we used to
have to take the children on field trips in order to
experience nature and green spaces. Now, with the
creation of the Folly Forest we can spend more time
in our own community. There are shady spaces
to hang out when the weather is hot. The children
have always been enthralled by catching insects and
we have noticed an increase in the biodiversity of

the yard".

11 Not Yet Reached the Target

Of course we have been very pleased that our
sincere design intentions have enjoyed accolades
and attention, but in fact the project has not quite
reached its conclusion. Strathcona School received
further funds taking advantage of the momentum
and recognition! Asked what should be done with
the extra money we advised the school to refrain
from on-the-spot-decisions and from placing
additional objects until Folly Forest has reached
a satisfactory developmental stage. A portion of

the money must be invested into upkeep and
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Fig.13 Fun-Rising: The first step is done - a magical transformation
of an asphalt court to a diverse environment.
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Fig.14 Big Jump: The schoolyard has gained steam as community
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place through reorganization and redesign.
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Fig.15 Putting an Idea on Asphalt: Folly Forest proves that we do

WHHE

not need to have million dollar budgets.

development of the forest. Watering, pruning
and binding are indispensable preconditions for
cultivating an urban forest particularly in its young

age.

12 Tree Guardians
Due to its design Folly Forest will deploy its

full qualities in the course of years and decades
to come. It requires care, knowledge, and love to
become even more adventurous and beautiful.
Perhaps I will take some more pictures of Folly
Forest in 10 or 20 years, but I will not be around in
100 years even though that will be the best time for
it. I am desperately optimistic that the school and
the children will be guardians of the trees. We are

on the right path but there is still a long road ahead.

13 Humble Project Thinking

In any event we, Dietmar and Anna, believe
that the actual reason for being amongst the
finalists of theprestigious Rosa Barba International
Landscape Prize goes beyond the magic of the

real.Our presentation at the Eighth International

FeEEFENNERNS e

Biennale of Landscape Architecture was entitled
Humble Project Thinking and portrayed
anunconventional approach which can serve as a
theoretical background for other projects of this
nature.

We believe that teaching, research and
practice, as well as interdisciplinary discourse with
a wide range of other disciplines, are indispensable
sources in our search for innovative ways to apply
landscape architecture as a cultural, social and
spatial transformer for everyday landscapes. This
stringent critical approach through practice is a
constant motivation for the generation of theories
and different methods for possible approaches.
As teachers and landscape architects in practice

Dietmar and Anna trust in humble project thinking.

Folly Forest was honoured with:

2014 Rosa Barba International Landscape Prize, Finalist, Eighth
International Biennale of Landscape Architecture, Rosa Barba Prize,
Barcelona

2014 Prairie Design Award 2014, Award of Merit in Landscape

Architecture category

RMRILE / &

2014 AZ Award for Design Excellence, Award of Merit in the

Landscape category

2014 AZ Award for Design Excellence 2014, People’s Choice Award
2013 Manitoba Excellence in Sustainability Award, category
Sustainable Community

2013 Deutscher Landschaftsarchitektur Preis: "Wiirdigung /
Commendation", awarded by BDLA, Federation of Gernman

Landscape Architects

Project Location: Strathcona School, 233 McKenzie Street,
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Realization: 2011 - 2012

Size: 4000 m*

Budget: $ 80,000

Costs per m* $ 20

(All the money was fundraised)

Project designers: Straub Thurmayr Landscape Architects and
Urban Designers; Professor Dipl. Ing. Dietmar Straub; Professor
Dipl. Ing.; Anna Thurmayr

Collaborators: Mile Rendulic, Ron Kinash(Winnipeg School
Division Engineering Manager and Contract Administrator);
Anastasia Sych-Yereniuk, Matthew Adkins, Lori Harder-
Chochinov (Strathcona School Collaborators)

Photo Credits: Straub Thurmayr CSLA Landscape Architects and
Urban Designers

Translation: ZHOU Yu-lin

Proofreading: FENG Yi-jia
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