PLNT 7420 ADVANCED PLANT S SCIENCE SEMINAR COURSE (2021-2022)
Instructor: Dr. Claudio Stasolla
Room 315 Agriculture Building
Tel. 474-6098
E.mail: stasolla@ms.umanitoba.ca
Office hours: You can drop to my office any time. However, for your convenience, it is better to arrange
an appointment by e-mail or telephone.
Class Objectives: Seminars are an important component of any interview process and valuable tools for
disseminating scientific knowledge. Through the attendance of many departmental
seminars and the development a research proposal students are encouraged to
develop and improve both written and oral communication skills which will be
essential for the continuation of their career.
Evaluation scheme: The course is graded on a pass/fail basis and has six essential components that need
to be completed over a 3 year period.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Critical review of presented seminars
Preparation of a research grant (based on NSERC Discovery Grants)
Presentation of thesis research in a departmental seminar
Attendance at meetings of PLNT 7420 class
Attendance at the seminars (a minimum of 80% required)
Active participation to the journal club

1. Critical review (to be completed during the first year of enrolment)
Students are responsible for preparing 6 critical reviews of seminars presented in the Advanced Plant
Seminar series. Three (3) of them should be in areas not familiar and out of your research
interest/expertise. The remaining three (3) might include reviews on seminars close to your research
area. The review should be no more than two typewritten pages and should be submitted NO LATER
than a week after the presentation.
2. Preparation of a research grant proposal (to be completed BEFORE your research seminar)
Following the NSERC guidelines (http://www.nserc.gc.ca/professors_e.asp?nav=profnav&lbi=a1)
each student is responsible for submitting a research proposal on an area different from his/her research
interest. An outline of the proposal should be presented to be for approval. The proposal should be
given to me at least 2 months before you want your final grade.

3. Seminar presentation (to be completed by the end of the 3rd year)
Each student is required to present a formal 40-50 min presentation of his/her research to the
Department. Two weeks prior the presentation the student should submit a draft of the talk to me for
approval (including all the slides of the presentation) and a 1-page summary of the seminar. The
presentation will be evaluated and an unsatisfactory grade will necessitate further presentations of the
talk.
4. Journal club (on-going)
The journal club will met every week and attendance is mandatory.

