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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This workshop “Writing at the Graduate Level” will discuss some of the differences between undergraduate- and graduate-level writing, including the different expectations related to content, research, writing style, and formatting.

Essentially, this workshop provides an introductory overview of writing at the Grad level and is aimed at new and early in their program Graduate students. This presentation will use examples in APA format, but the general principles apply regardless of discipline and citation style.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let us begin in a good way.



ALL Good Writing
• Provides clear and accurate content

• Integrates and cites sources correctly

• Provides clear organization with a coherent flow

• Is concise and grammatically correct

• Fits the context of the written work and adheres to 

formatting requirements 
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All good writing [CLICK] provides a clear and accurate understanding of the differing content on the written topic. . .

[CLICK]  And is able to integrate and cite (acknowledge) the sources of this content.

[CLICK]  Good writing presents a clear, well organized, logical (coherent) presentation of ideas on the written topic.

[CLICK] Good writing states complex ideas in as simple a way as possible. Good writing has often gone through several drafts so that the language is concise and grammatically correct. 

[CLICK]  And importantly, good writing fits the context of the written work, meaning that writers adhere to the conventions expected for their desired audience.





Good Undergraduate Writing Good Graduate Writing
Is mechanically correct Is mechanically skillful

Is concise Is concise though also nuanced

Is clear though not necessarily 
engaging

Is engaging, stylish, and interesting; the writer’s 
own voice is evident

May or may not demonstrate new 
ideas

Explores a topic or research question in an 
original way

Includes sources when required Demonstrates extensive research and expertly 
integrates sources

Uses transition words Has a strong organizational frame

Follows a reasonable, logical  
organizational structure

The paper moves from point to point in the way 
the writer wants the audience’s thoughts to 
move; structure grows out of content

Is written for a general audience or 
for an instructor

Is written for a professional audience

Will, with revision, be presentable 
at an undergraduate conference or 
in a general-interest publication

Will, with revision, be publishable in a 
professional journal or presentable at a 
conference

Adapted and used with permission from Head, E. (2019). Fundamentals of graduate student writing [PowerPoint slides]. The Academic Success Centre, 
 Writing Aids, Liberty University. https://www.liberty.edu/casas/academic-success-center/wp-content/uploads/sites/28/2019/04/Fundamentals_of_
 Grad_Std_Writing_Counseling.pdf
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There are no specific rules that differentiate graduate-level work from undergraduate-level. Rather, there are different expectations. Good undergraduate writing…[READ] whereas Good Graduate writing… [READ]

These points, while presented here independently, are interrelated and come together to elevate the quality of graduate work. 

In addition to these points, students at the graduate level may have an audience beyond peers or professionals in their discipline, such as an award committee outside their discipline or even a public audience.

Thus, at the Graduate level, students should be tailoring their writing to fit the desired audience expectations.



Depression affects over 20% of adolescents. It is a 
disorder that disturbs their mood, causes a loss of interest 
or pleasure in activities they should enjoy, and makes them 
irritable. It has been concluded that several things are 
thought to be correlated with depression in adolescents. 
Some examples include, a failure to individuate, insecure 
attachments, and negative parental representations (Milne 
& Lancaster, 2017; Olsson et al., 2019). In the present 
paper, the role attachment plays in adolescent depression 
is investigated. It is hypothesized that insecurely attached 
adolescents (ambivalent or avoidant) will display higher 
levels of depression related symptoms than securely 
attached adolescents. The following five literature reviews 
attempt to demonstrate and support the hypothesis.
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Matthews, J., & Matthews, R. (2014). Successful scientific writing: A step-by-step guide for the biological and medical
   sciences (4th ed.). Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781107587915
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Let’s look at some writing. 
This first passage is a good introductory paragraph written by an undergraduate student.

Please pause the recording to take a minute to read it or listen to the accessible PDF version of this presentation.

How does this paragraph work? There are a few key points to highlight. [CLICK] The writer begins with a startling statistic to bring the reader’s attention to the significance of the research and [CLICK] follows that by defining the key term “depression.” [CLICK] Sentences 3 and 4 are a synthesis of the research to establish their topic in the larger context. Finally, [CLICK] the writer states their objective in sentence 5, [CLICK] their thesis statement in sentence 6, [CLICK] and their method of research in sentence 7.

[CLICK]

In summary, this introduction signals that the paper will explore a straightforward cause and effect relationship between insecure attachment and depression in adolescents, where the undergraduate writer uses existing scholarly literature, rather than original research, to support the main point.






Despite recent reports that the crime rate has decreased, even among 
juveniles (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2000), the general public has 
the impression that violence is rampant. Until very recently, the study of 
fear of criminal victimization, and the subsequent discussion of causes of 
this fear, had been limited to adults (see Hale, 1996). However, there has 
been an effort to expand fear of crime research to adolescent populations 
(May, 2001; May & Dunaway, 2000a, 2000b). This initial work suggests 
that though adolescent and adult fear of crime share many of the same 
predictors, there are still some significant differences as to which factors 
contribute to fear of crime. This is particularly true in the areas of race and 
class, which appear to predict fear of criminal victimization in a much more 
consistent way among adults than among adolescents (May, 2001).
 Using a sample of 318 adolescent males incarcerated by the 
Department of Corrections from a Midwestern state, the present study 
borrows further from the fields of delinquency theory and developmental 
psychology to assess the relationship between adolescent fear of crime 
and two known insulators from delinquency: parental attachment and 
parental supervision.

© 2023 ALC

May, D. C., Vartanian, L. R., & Virgo, K. (2002). The impact of parental attachment and supervision on fear of crime 
among adolescent males. Adolescence, 37(146), 267-287.
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*RE-RECORD AND ADJUST TIMING OF ANIMATIONS*

Now, here is an introduction written by a graduate student in the same field. This paper also discusses the effect of “attachment” in human behavior.

Again, to read it please pause the video or listen to the accessible PDF.

[CLICK] This graduate-level introduction begins in a similar way to the undergraduate introduction: by establishing the significance of the topic and research. [CLICK] However, the graduate introduction includes more recent research in sentence 3. This historical perspective provides a more sophisticated, nuanced approach to the research context, demonstrating the writer’s understanding that research shifts, changes, and evolves over time.

[CLICK] In sentences 4 and 5, the graduate writer provides a more in-depth synthesis of the research than the undergraduate writer does. [CLICK] Then, in sentence 6, the writer explains that their research methods involve a sample, indicating that they are doing independent, new research rather than relying solely on existing literature for evidence and support. [CLICK] Their methodology also establishes a theoretical foundation, which is often required for the complex thinking of graduate-level work. 

[CLICK] Like the undergraduate writer, the graduate writer also states their aim, which is the same: to establish this cause-and-effect relationship. [CLICK] This time, however, the aspects under study are limited, narrowing in from adult attachment to parental attachment, and they are more complex by examining multiple factors of attachment and supervision.

[CLICK]

Overall, the effect of the graduate paper is more nuanced.
The undergraduate paper looked at attachment as one cause of “depression”, which is a very big category, and did not clarify between types or expressions of depression. In contrast, the graduate paper looked at a much more specific and limited effect: the “adolescent fear of crime.” 
The end result of these combined strategies is a more complex, in-depth research paper appropriate to the graduate level.



Content
• Complexity of ideas

• Critical and original analysis

© 2023 ALC
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As the differences between these two introductions illustrate, expectations related to content change from the undergraduate level to the graduate level.

Graduate-level writing is more complex. Graduate students are expected to see around a view, so to acknowledge and discuss different perspectives on a topic. 

These different perspectives are critically addressed by the writer and integrated into the research to cover a topic or research question in a critical and original way.





Research (Depth & Breadth)
• Identify scholars and schools of thought

• Summarize past and current research

• Engage critically with existing scholarship

• Use sources judiciously

• Integrate sources smoothly

© 2023 ALC
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Graduate students’ research is expected to be deeper and broader.

Undergrad and graduate students are likely to use sources in different ways.
Undergrads use research to make an argument, while graduates use sources to situate their argument within a context - the discipline or field they’re writing in.

Graduate students will need a broader and more in-depth knowledge of topics. This is often because the graduate student needs to assess what was done and what is known, in order to demonstrate how their work fits in to the existing scholarship. 

Engaging critically with literature means Graduate student writers engage with, evaluate, and analyze other sources.

Undergraduate students might cite textbooks or other secondary sources, but at the Graduate level you may use these sources for orientation, but they should not be used in your work. Graduate students are expected to track down and use original, appropriate sources.

Also, sources are integrated differently at the graduate level; they are used to enhance the writing, not carry it. 
Grad students state their own ideas in relation to the ideas of the source.




Clear Organization
• State purpose and describe plan

• Connect the ideas

• Use headings effectively

• Maintain an appropriate focus

• Create and use an outline

© 2023 ALC
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Graduate writing has a clear organization

The purpose and plan is stated early on- this can be done through a strong thesis statement. Also, graduate writing includes strong topic sentences in each paragraph. Graduate writing may include overt statements about organization. 
For example, “The first half of this paper will address …” or “Chapter 3 will focus on …” or “By focusing first on X and Y, this paper aims to ….”.

Connect ideas using transition sentences or connection words to show how each paragraph relates and carries the argument forward. Connection words show how ideas connect to one another, such as “in addition” which shows the reader how to follow from the previous paragraph/ idea. The Academic Learning Centre has a tip sheet for connection words.

At the graduate level, students may be writing longer papers and may use headings to help organize their writing. Headings also help the reader distinguish between sections of content and allow them to skip ahead to the method section if that is their main interest. Once again, the focus is on the audience and how to tailor writing so it is easy to understand and navigate.

Also, continually review and keep the focus in mind when reading and writing. Some students will use a post it note of their thesis and keep it stuck to their computer screen. 

Lastly, outlines are a good way to organize and channel the focus. They are often the first step in drafting a paper, but they can be used any stage of your writing. 




Clear Organization
1. Introduction

a.The specific topic and background (literature)
b.Justification and organizational points
c. Objectives of the study

2. Materials and Methods
a.Materials and location of the experiment
b.Procedures and processes
c. Data collection and analysis
d.Statistical evaluations

3. Results and Discussion
a.Synopsis of results
b.Presentation of data (tables, figures, and supporting 

text)
c. Discussion of significance, application, and 

relationship to other studies
4. Conclusions © 2023 ALC

Presenter
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This slide shows a formal outline that uses numbers and letters to identify main and supporting points .

To meet graduate-level expectations for clear organization, writers should develop and follow an outline. Doing so is a useful strategy that can prevent weak organization.

Discipline- or department-specific theses can be found on m-space to get an idea of what the organization should look like. 



Writing Style
Concise writing:

• Be direct 

• Eliminate wordiness

Clarity:

• Correct usage

• Consistency 

© 2023 ALC
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To be thoughtful to the reader, concise and clear writing should be used. These are skills that are developed over time through writing. An ALC writing tutor can help in the development of these skills.



Wordy Concise
absolutely essential essential

at this time now

due to the fact that because

few in number few

in order to to

it should be noted that OMIT 

not different similar

the creation of creating 

© 2023 ALC
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Any grammar book will have a section on concision, but here are some examples. One useful method is to take a noun and change it to a verb.



Avoid Vague Usage

 It was a good analysis.

 The analysis addressed three major 
concerns...

© 2023 ALC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be as precise as possible – explain why the analysis was “good.”




Avoid Overgeneralization / Absolute 
Language

 Deer mice never eat insects.

 Deer mice are not known to eat 
insects.

© 2023 ALC
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Be cautious using words like “proves”, “always” and “exactly”
Few things are absolutely certain





Avoid Incorrect Usage

© 2023 ALC

• Their / There / They’re

• Two / Too / To

• Cheap / Economical / Inexpensive

• Between / Among

• Humankind / People / Individuals

• NOT man or mankind

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a list of words that writers often struggle to use correctly. Consult a reliable grammar resource to learn more about correct usage.



APA Publication manual of the American Psychological Association : the official guide to APA style. (Seventh edition.). (2020). 
Chapter 5 Bias-Free Language Guidelines (pp. 130-149). American Psychological Association.

CMOS Chicago manual of style. (Seventeenth edition). (2017). 5. Grammar and Usage (Sections 5.251-5.255). The University of 
Chicago Press.

AMA Frey, T. & Young, R. K. (2020). 11.0 Correct and Preferred Usage. In S.L. Christiansen (Ed.), AMA manual of style: a 
guide for authors and editors (11th edition.). Oxford University Press.

MLA MLA handbook (Ninth edition.). (2021). 3.0–3.7: Principles of Inclusive Language. The Modern Language Association of 
America.

© 2023 ALC

Avoid Biased Language

• Be aware of and sensitive to:

• Pronoun use

• Labels

• Capitalization

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Language expressing bias and prejudicial connotations can occur across identity terms, such as age, religion, disability, sexual orientation, racial or ethnic identity, and socioeconomic status.

Therefore, it is important to be aware of and sensitive to pronoun use, such as not using the generic "he;” using the preferred labels of individuals’ identities; and capitalizing terms like Indigenous and Black.

[CLICK] Many citation styles have recently updated their guidelines on bias-free and inclusive language. This table provides reference information for a few of the most common citation styles: APA, Chicago, AMA, and MLA. All of these style guide manuals can be accessed online through UMLibraries.



Be Consistent
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• Edit carefully for consistency

• Figure, figure, Fig, fig, Fig., fig., 

Figure, figure, Fig, fig, Fig., or fig.?

• Capitalization, hyphens, numbers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Edit your work carefully to eliminate small errors.
Mistakes and inconsistencies distract the reader’s attention and can frustrate them







Citing and Referencing
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• Follow appropriate style guidelines meticulously
• Modern Language Association (MLA)

• American Psychological Association (APA)

• Chicago Manual of Style (Chicago N&B or A-D)

• The Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers (IEEE)

• Journal Citation Styles

https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/c.php?g=708446&p=5053558#

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In particular, errors in citing and referencing are distracting and can prevent a reader from finding a reference that was used.

To avoid this, make sure in-text citations match the reference list entries and that the formatting for both is correct.


https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/c.php?g=708446&p=5053558


Resources 
• Good English dictionary

• Good grammar book

• See, https://writing.utoronto.ca/books/style-language-use-
grammar/

• A guide for writing by and about Indigenous Peoples: 
https://indigenoustourism.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/19-12-
Style-Guide-Media-Version-v8-1.pdf

• Library Citation style guides: 
https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/c.php?g=708446&p=5053558#

© 2023 ALC
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Graduate-level writing has different expectations in terms of content, context, organization, concision, and correctness.

To meet these expectations, use resources!

We recommend, in particular, A Canadian Writer’s Reference, by Diana Hacker, to easily find answers on grammar, punctuation, and referencing, and Elements of Indigenous Style: A Guide for Writing By and About Indigenous Peoples by Gregory Younging.


https://writing.utoronto.ca/books/style-language-use-grammar/
https://writing.utoronto.ca/books/style-language-use-grammar/
https://indigenoustourism.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/19-12-Style-Guide-Media-Version-v8-1.pdf
https://indigenoustourism.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/19-12-Style-Guide-Media-Version-v8-1.pdf
https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/c.php?g=708446&p=5053558


Academic Learning Centre 
Services

Workshops and 
Presentations

Supplemental 
instruction (SI)

One-to-
One 

tutoring

Tutor 
training 
program

Website 
resources

academic_learning@umanitoba.ca
204-480-1481 
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Another helpful resource is the Academic Learning Centre.

The Academic Learning Centre's mission is to support UM students in the development of their skills in learning, writing, studying, and researching.  
 
Academic Learning Centre services are free and they include: 
Workshops 
One-to-One tutoring in content, study skills, and writing. 
-EAL specialist 
Tutor training program 
Website: Tip sheets, videos, useful links, and more.

We look forward to working with you!
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What questions do you have?
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