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“RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention” is a nationally acclaimed, award-winning prevention education program from the Canadian Red Cross that addresses issues of violence and abuse. "What's Love Got To Do With It?", a dating violence prevention program, is one RespectED program that is specifically geared towards helping youth 12-18 identify factors in healthy relationships, develop prevention plans and understand how they can get help for themselves or a friend.  During a recent evaluation of the "What's Love Got To Do With It?" youth presentation, the variables of knowledge about dating violence, attitudes toward female and male violence, self-reported behavior and partner-behavior were measured for change among 97 grade 9 students who received the presentation and a comparison group of 35 who did not.  Overall, from pre-test to post-test, significantly greater gains in knowledge scores were found among students who received the presentation, while no significant changes were found for attitudes or behavior, compared to changes experienced by students who did not receive the program.  In a follow-up testing 2 ½  months later, the presentation group’s changes in scores were no longer significant for knowledge, and were not significant for attitudes, but some behavior changes were found.  Results suggest that the Red Cross program improves students’ knowledge about dating violence, may begin to affect changes in attitudes toward dating violence, and effects some behavior change.

