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The Pediatric DSG participates in national and international research studies related to childhood cancer, as well as research studies related to benign blood disorders in children, and conditions requiring blood or bone marrow transplantation. Essentially every child with cancer, a benign blood disorder, or a condition requiring blood or stem cell transplantation is offered the opportunity to participate in one or more research studies, if there are studies open locally for which the child is eligible. The Pediatric Section of CIO provides the infrastructure support for all of these studies.

The challenges that the Pediatric DSG is facing include a local backlog of studies awaiting submission to the Research Ethics Board, a lack of a Research Nurse to help with patient accrual and monitoring of patients on studies, inadequate availability of neuropsychologic testing locally (for clinical purposes as well as for research studies), and suboptimal handling of brain tumor samples for research studies. We also lack a dedicated Pediatric Pathologist. 

The Pediatric DSG believes that the only way to increase knowledge and improve care is through the conduct of carefully designed research studies.

The strategic goals of the Pediatric DSG for research are:

· Increase the number of open trials

· Increase the accrual on all trials

· Increase the number of adolescents participating in clinical trials
· Increase collaboration with other individuals and departments locally (including MICB, Epidemiology, Radiology, and Nursing).

· Increase collaboration with other Canadian Centres 

· Help modify the way that brain tumor specimens are handled so that they are suitable for research studies

· Identify available options for neuropsychological testing

These goals will be addressed through the following specific strategic initiatives:

· Refine and streamline the processes for prioritizing and submitting clinical trials to the Research Ethics Board

· An additional CRP was hired just over 6 months ago to help with protocol submission to the Regulatory agencies (including the REB) 

· Funding for a Research Nurse (0.6 EFT initially, likely increasing to 1.0 EFT in the future) has been requested from CCMF. 

· The Pediatric DSG will work with CIO and the adult DSG's and will gradually make some of the cancer clinical trials sponsored by the Children's Oncology Group available to the adult DSG's (who see older adolescents and young adults who develop cancers that are more commonly seen in children and younger adolescents).

· The Pediatric DSG will meet with other individuals and departments to discuss opportunities for collaboration on research studies.

· Dr. Eisenstat will work with the neuropathologists and neurosurgeons and will help develop an improved plan for handling brain tumor specimens so that the specimens can be used for research studies.

· The Pediatric DSG is checking into all available options for neuropsychological testing for patients on research studies.

