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Getting the data



WA Data Linkage System 2006
Birth Registrations

1974-March 2006
809,093 records

Death Registrations
1969-March 2006
347,796 records

Hospital Morbidity
1970-March 2006

14,757,562 records

Mental Health Clients
1966-March 2006

330,503 clients

Cancer Notifications
1981-March 2006
197,423 patients

Midwives’ Notifications
1980-March 2006
640,935 records

Electoral Roll
1988-March 2006
1,745,934  records

Busselton Surveys 1966-87
MONICA IHD 1984-93
NHF Surveys 1978-94

Crime Research 1984-95
Fremantle Diabetes 1993-99

Kimberley Survey 1987
Maternal and Child Health

RESEARCH DATABASES

GEOCODING

6 million electoral, 
midwives, hospital
and death records

~ 1 million individuals

3.72million chains
1-2,837 (av. 4.85)
records per chain

Master Links File

OTHER STATE DATA SYSTEMS

Emergency Dept 1993-98,2000-03
Ambulance 1990-2003
Next Step 1974-2000

http://www.publichealth.uwa.edu.au/welcome/research/dlu/linkage/stats

Dept of Education and Training
Dept for Community Development

Dept of Corrective Services
Dept of Health

Intellectual Disability

ARC DATA LINKAGE



Analysing the data



Rate of SIDS+ among Western‐
Australian born infants, 1980‐2004
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Note: SIDS+ includes deaths classified as ‘SIDS’ and cause ‘unascertainable’.  



Using the data – using networks



Community:
•Knowledge
•Expertise
•Leadership

NGO
•Priority

Networks



Reducing The Risk of SIDS in Aboriginal Communities

COMMUNITY FLIPCHART

Artwork by Julie Dowling



Cultural
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