
Procedures for AHS Ph.D. Thesis Proposal

1. Thesis proposal document is prepared by the student outlining the rationale and background for the study, specific objectives, and methods and procedures

2. Proposal document is distributed to Advisory Committee and Director at least two working weeks prior to a tentative date for oral presentation

3. All members of the Advisory Committee must agree to proceed with oral presentation at least one week prior to tentative date

4. Director or designate will chair the thesis proposal

5. Director’s office will distribute announcement of oral presentation which will be open to all members of the University community

6. A one-page abstract must be provided by the student for posting at least one week prior to the presentation

7. Student’s oral presentation will last approximately 45 minutes with approximately 1 hour allowed for questions following the presentation

8. The committee may approve the proposal as presented, or request a subsequent meeting if major revisions or additional work is required – any issues must be resolved within 6 months
a. Pass as presented, continue on
b. Pass, revise and note revisions for dissertation, continue on
c. Pass, revise & circulate revisions back to Advisory Committee, continue on
d. Fail, revise & circulate revisions back to Advisory Committee, wait for feedback
e. Fail, redo

9. A “Ph.D. Thesis Proposal” form will be completed and signed by the committee, signed by the Director, and forwarded to FGS.
10. The thesis proposal is distinct from the candidacy examination.
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