What’s MSpace?

MSpace is the University of Manitoba’s digital repository. After you have
handed in one unbound paper copy of your thesis/dissertation/practicum (single-
sided, double-spaced, and colour or black and white) to the Faculty of Graduate
Studies, post it to MSpace where it will be available to a world-wide audience.

What are the benefits of having your thesis in MSpace?
Global exposure and self-promotion
Your thesis can be read from anywhere in the world in full text by
prospective employers, researchers, colleagues, friends and relatives. You
can promote your e-thesis by adding its MSpace URL to your CV and your
home page.

Faster and wider accessibility
Your thesis will be processed quickly and will be accessible from MSpace,
Google, Google Scholar, the UM Libraries' catalogue, and elsewhere.

URLs and accompanying files (including multimedia files)
You can add URLs with active links within your e-thesis. You can also add
audio or video or other accompanying files to MSpace as separate files.

Lower costs and less paper

Save money and trees by sending a paper copy of your thesis to your
committee members and to the Faculty of Graduate Studies — give the
MSpace URL to everyone else.

What'’s the difference between an e-thesis and a paper thesis?
None — except extra paperwork (such as the final report, other signed forms and
copies of copyright permission letters) that must be submitted with the paper
version to the Faculty of Graduate Studies but not included with the electronic
version in MSpace.

Copyright issues to consider as your prepare your thesis

You may use a substantial amount of someone else’s copyrighted work in your
thesis only if written permission was received from the copyright owner (usually
the publisher) or if the work is in the public domain (most works are not in the
public domain). Photographs, tables, diagrams, figures, maps, poems, graphics
and images are viewed as stand-alone substantial works and therefore require
copyright permission whether they originated from a print, electronic or
government source. Modifying or adapting a work also requires permission.
While citing a few lines of text does not require clearance, citing a substantial
amount or an integral part does. As an alternative to including copyrighted
material from an online source, add the URL to your thesis.

You may include in your thesis your own previously published work without
obtaining permission only if you retained copyright ownership to the work. It is
likely that copyright was transferred to the publisher as part of the publication
agreement.

Keep original letters of copyright permission for your files and send copies to the
Faculty of Graduate Studies with the paper copy of your thesis. You retain
copyright and moral rights to your thesis.

Take the Copyright Quiz on the Office of Fair Practices and Legal Affairs
website http://umanitoba.ca/admin/vp _admin/ofp/copyright/index.html to test
your copyright knowledge.

Remove signatures and personal information

If signatures (in a scanned letter, for example) or personal information (such as
a home address, a home telephone number or a personal e-mail address)
appear within your thesis, remove them before sending your thesis to the printer
and before posting it to MSpace.

Do you have a patent pending?
If you have a patent pending, you may restrict your thesis for one year with
permission from the Dean of Graduate Studies.

Thinking of publishing your thesis?

While most publishers do not consider an electronic thesis previously published,
there are a few that do. If you have explicit proof that posting your thesis to
MSpace will interfere with traditional publication, you may restrict it for up to one
year with permission from the Dean of Graduate Studies.

Convert your thesis to PDF format

Convert your thesis to a single unsecured PDF file with fonts embedded.
Convert it from home or the office, from one of the campus Libraries’ labs, or
contact Collections Management at 474-7895 for help with conversion.

Any media files (audio, video) or accompanying files must be saved as separate
files and added to MSpace with the converted thesis. If your thesis contains
program files or executables, ensure that they are virus-free.

How to post your thesis to MSpace

Well before your thesis deadline, contact Wendy Prystenski at Collections
Management prystenw@cc.umanitoba.ca for authorization to post your thesis.
Before you begin posting your thesis to MSpace, have a list of your committee
members and their affiliations at hand, a copy of your abstract (up to 150 words
for a thesis, 350 for a dissertation), a copy of your thesis in PDF, a copy of
accompanying files (if applicable), and think about subject keywords relevant to
your thesis.

For more information about electronic theses, contact Wendy Prystenski,
Collections Management at prystenw@cc.umanitoba.ca or phone 474-7895

For more information about copyright, contact Juliette Nadeau, Office of
Fair Practices and Legal Affairs at 474-8644
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For information about MSpace contact:
Collections Management

220 Elizabeth Dafoe Library

(204) 474-7895

For thesis information and guidelines, see:
http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/graduate_studies/thesis/250.htm
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