Field Research Placements

SOC 3100 – Practicum in Criminological/Sociological Field Research
(formerly SOC 3760 – Criminology Field Experience)

The Practicum course offers students an opportunity to gain valuable experience and training in field research through a placement in a criminal justice or other social service agency having a mandate relevant to the study of sociology. The course is taught, and the placements arranged and supervised, by the Field Coordinator. This is a limited enrollment course and the application / admission process is competitive. The course is particularly recommended for students contemplating further study or a career in criminal justice or other social service sectors.

The placement
The field component of the course provides students with an opportunity to become acquainted with the workings of a selected criminal justice or other sociologically-related agency as well as gain some practical research experience. The Field Coordinator consults with the agency to identify an area of research interest, and to develop a research plan for the student's project. An agency representative is designated as the student's supervisor while in their placement, and the Field Coordinator provides ongoing supervision and support to the student for the duration of the project. Students are required to spend a minimum of 105 hours in their placement, normally averaging 5 hours per week over the academic year.

Field Research students have worked with a wide range of agencies, including:

· Manitoba Justice (Corrections, Probation)

· John Howard Society

· RCMP (Criminal Intelligence Section) 

· Restorative Resolutions 

· Elizabeth Fry Society 

· U of M Security Services 

· RCMP (Commercial Crime Section) 

· Macdonald Youth Services 

· Winnipeg Police Service 

· U of M Faculty of Social Work 

· Choices Youth Program 

· Circles of Support and Accountability 

· Forensic Psychological Services 

· Manitoba Public Insurance 

· Manitoba Criminal Justice Association 

· Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre 

Classroom instruction
In addition to the field placements, the Practicum provides classroom instruction in applied field research methods. The classroom component is designed to teach the skills that students will apply in the field component of the course, as well as in their future careers. It is intended to build upon previous research methods courses by focusing on criminal justice and other sociological research as it is actually conducted in the field. Topics covered include: 

· Designing a field project 

· Literature reviews 

· Constructing and fielding surveys 

· Qualitative methods (e.g. in-depth interviews, participant observation) 

· Program evaluation 

· Data analysis (qualitative and quantitative) 

· Writing research reports 

· Presenting research findings 

The Field Coordinator
Frank Cormier (B.Sc., B.A., M.A.) is the Field Coordinator. Since 1995, Frank has taught Sociology and Criminology at the University of Manitoba and in communities across northern Manitoba. Frank also worked for six years as an independent justice consultant, completing projects for numerous government and NGO clients. Most recently he was a senior associate at a private-sector research and consulting firm, designing and managing research and evaluation projects for clients including Justice Canada, the Winnipeg Police Service, Saskatchewan Justice, the Correctional Service of Canada, and Indian and Northern Affairs. The Field Coordinator provides classroom instruction in criminal justice research, and supports the students in the design and execution of their research projects.

Applying for the course
The Practicum is a limited enrollment course and special advance permission is required to register . The course is normally restricted to third-year Criminology and Sociology majors, however exceptions may be made for particularly strong applicants. Following the application deadline (last working day in April), student applicants are screened to ensure that they meet the minimum mandatory requirements for the course. All applicants must have completed an undergraduate research methods course (SOC 2290 or equivalent). Applicants should also have completed courses relevant to the area in which they are seeking a placement. For example, an applicant seeking a placement in a criminal justice agency should have completed:
· Criminology (SOC 2510 )

· Sociology of Criminal Justice (SOC 2610 )

Again, exceptions to these requirements may be made for particularly strong applicants. International students must obtain a valid Work Permit (in addition to maintaining a Study Permit) in order to register for the course. Applicants are evaluated on academic background and performance, employment and/or volunteer history, area(s) of interest, and on a writing sample dealing with a criminal justice/sociological issue of the applicant's choice. Course applications must be completed by the last business day in the month of May preceding the Regular Session in which students intend to take the course. Late applications may be considered, however preference will be given to applicants who meet the deadline. 

Practicum Application Form
If you would like further information on the Practicum course, please contact:

Prof. Frank Cormier 
Field Coordinator 
313 Isbister Building 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg , MB R3T 2N2 
(204) 474-6445 
Manitoba toll free 1-800-432-1960 ext.6445 
Frank_Cormier@umanitoba.ca
