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Bernard Saladin d'Anglure 
Northern Science Award Winner

Professor Bernard Saladin d'Anglure was born in France in May 1936. In 1964, he received his masters degree from the Department of Anthropology at the Université de Montréal. He received his PhD in Ethnology from the École Pratique des Hautes Études in 1971 in Paris. During his PhD studies, he made several research trips to Canada and was assistant to the renowned anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss. 

In 1956, he earned a scholarship from the Fondation Nationale des Bourses Zellidja (France) that brought him to Canada for a short visit to Nunavik. On this trip, Professor Saladin d'Anglure gathered demographic and ethnographic data and made an award-winning documentary film. He also discovered his passion: to advance knowledge of the Inuit and to share this knowledge with others through the use of audiovisual material. 

After obtaining his PhD, Professor Saladin d'Anglure broadened his scope of research to include shamanism and political organization. Yearly visits to Nunavik and Nunavut, including Igloolik and Baffin Island, and occasional visits to Labrador, the Inuvialuit, Greenland and Alaska allowed him to remain attuned to the people of the North, with whom he discussed topics related to traditional and contemporary Inuit thought. 

Professor Saladin d'Anglure learned to speak Inuktitut fluently and his knowledge of the language gave him access to the Aboriginal people of the Arctic and a deeper understanding of Inuit practices. To maintain a scientifically valid anthropology and out of respect for Inuit rights, he involved the Inuit in his research and turned over to them the data gathered from them. In 1974, Professor Saladin d'Anglure founded the Association Inuksiutiit Katimajiit Inc., a Canadian non-profit society whose primary purpose was to return to the Inuit the research data, such as land use maps and family trees, that he had collected.

In 1977, Professor Saladin d'Anglure established the international journal of Inuit studies, Études Inuit Studies which has dozens of international contributors and readers, and has become a valued source of high quality information about Arctic social sciences.

Professor Saladin d'Anglure launched the biennial international Inuit Studies Conference, a premier venue for the reportage of Inuit research. He also founded the Inuit and circumpolar studies group (GÉTIC), Canada's leading Arctic social sciences research centre. 

Throughout his career, he has been a leader in organizing, promoting and broadcasting scientific knowledge of the Canadian North. His passion to learn about the Inuit and to share this knowledge with the world has resulted in a rich compilation of written, recorded and visual data that is valued throughout the world. For all his contributions, Professor Saladin d'Anglure is recognized internationally as a pioneer in the field of Inuit studies.

