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Copyright & Your Thesis/Practicum

What graduate students need to know
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https://umanitoba.ca/copyright

This presentation is for informational purposes only and is not intended to be official legal
advice. Images used with permission from Microsoft unless otherwise noted.
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Traditional Territories Acknowledgment

The University of Manitoba campuses are located on original lands of
Anishinaabeg, Cree, Qji-Cree, Dakota, and Dene peoples, and on the homeland of
the Metis Nation. We respect the Treaties that were made on these territories, we
acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the past, and we dedicate ourselves to

move forward in partnership with Indigenous communities in a spirit of
reconciliation and collaboration.
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Question:
Do you own any copyrights?

“Question” by Anemone123, retrieved from https://pixabay.com/photos/question-question- § University

mark-survey-2736480/, used with permission under the Pixabay License. ﬁ oManitoba



https://pixabay.com/users/anemone123-2637160/
https://pixabay.com/photos/question-question-mark-survey-2736480/
https://pixabay.com/photos/question-question-mark-survey-2736480/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

What is copyright?

« Statutory right under the Copyright Act

« Copyright is the right of the copyright owner to control how a work (literary,
artistic, dramatic, cinematographic, musical) is reproduced or made available to
the public, and to request economic compensation

« Moral rights are reputational rights (association, integrity, and attribution)
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What is copyright, cont.

« Work = image (e.g., photograph, figure, diagram, chart, table, map,
cartoon, clipart, architectural drawing), chapter, article, essay, script, blog
post, painting, musical score, song, video, actor’'s performance, computer
program, book, etc.

« Work must be original and “fixed”
« Copyright law is territorial
« Apply Canadian law when copying in Canada
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Universal copyright symbol ©

« In Canada, a work is automatically protected by copyright as soon
as it is created.

* You do not need to register copyright, and do not require a copyright symbol
 Just because there is no © does not mean a work is not copyright

protected. |
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Why should you care about copyright?

* Failing to comply with copyright = copyright infringement
* |f you want to make copies for research or to include in your thesis, you need
to know about copyright

* Know when you need permission from a creator, or when a copyright
exception like Fair Dealing may apply
« Consider your own copyright in your thesis, and any publications
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Copyright and Plagiarism

« Copyright and plagiarism can overlap - not the same thing
« Citing does not replace considering copyright
« Copyright is about the legal right to copy and be compensated for a work

» Plagiarism is about ethical and academic integrity and providing proper
citation/attribution for a work

* For questions about plagiarism, contact Academic Integrity

oManitoba
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https://umanitoba.ca/student/resource/student_advocacy/academicintegrity/about.html

Who owns copyright?

« Usually the creator (writer, photographer, painter, composer, etc.).

« Can be an employer.

« Copyright can be assigned (given) to publisher, organization or person.
» Copyright can be left in a Will to an inheritor.

« Copyright is jointly owned by co-authors.

« Students own copyright to their theses/practicums in most cases.
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Copyright and Facts/Data

« Copyright law protects the expression of ideas but not the ideas themselves.

* |[deas, facts, statistics, data, equations, algorithms, news and simple drawings
cannot be copyright protected
* No one should have monopoly over an idea

« Distinction between the idea (not copyright protected) and the expression of an
idea (chart, table, database, etc.) which will have copyright protection

~
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https://pixabay.com/photos/thought-idea-innovation-imagination-2123970/
https://pixabay.com/photos/thought-idea-innovation-imagination-2123970/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/

What does the Copyright Act allow you to do
with ideas?

» Paraphrase in writing, or create or draw your own graph, chart, map, diagram,
etc., based on someone else’s ideas, facts, statistics, data or news.
 Add a “based on” statement with citation.
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/Index.html
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Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic License.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/george/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/george/4271787161/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
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The Copyright Act allows you to apply copyright
exceptions

Copy and distribute an amount that is “fair”.

“Fair Dealing” is defined by case law, not by the Copyright Act.
« 2 steps and 6 factors to consider on a case-by-case basis

Ultimately, it is up to you to determine whether you believe your copying is fair.
Remember that you are responsible for your copying.

* You can contact the Copyright Office for guidance and information, but the
Copyright Office cannot provide any official legal advice.

Because your thesis/practicum will be available online worldwide, it is advisable to
err on the side of caution.

oManitoba
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« Don’t copy unpublished works such as letters and diaries unless it's
for private study and research. Get permission to distribute.

« Don’t copy more than a fair amount of a work cumulatively over time,
even for private study.
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The Copyright Act and UGC

* Apply user-generated content provision (UGC, YouTube or “mash-up”
exception).

« Create and share a new work using publicly-available works as long as the use
IS non-commercial, no adverse (economic) effects on existing works, citation
where reasonable, existing works are legal copies (e.g., not pirated movies),
and you accessed existing works legally (e.g., you didn’t break digital locks).

« Examples: You can create a mash-up of video chunks, a musical remix or a
collage of images. Or you can create a home video with popular music in the
background and upload it to YouTube.

* Your creation must be substantially different than existing works.
« Remember that permission may be required to modify or adapt.

—
E"? University

oManitoba



Copyright Online

» Everything on the web is considered copyright-protected unless explicitly noted otherwise. This
includes content on social media like Instagram and Facebook.

« Consider linking when using online content — a link is generally not considered to be a copy (but
look for official posts or websites)

« Check website “Terms of Use” (in the footer of most websites). They may allow reuse of material
in some circumstances, or tell you how to request permission for reuse.

Image by Gerd Altmann retrieved from https://pixabay.com/illustrations/email-keyboard-computer-copyright-
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What are some free to use resources?

Figure 12. Elliott and Fry.
“Rudyard Kipling”.
Retrieved June 9, 2011.
Courtesy of ClassyArts
http://www.classyarts.com
/ (public domain)

Public Domain

» Copyright is not perpetual - in general, copyright lasts for 70 years after the year of death of
creator

* Note: this term was recently extended from 50 years—in 2043 the 70 year period will take effect, and until then
only works by creators that died in or before 1971 will be in the Public Domain

» Copyright terms may be different for different types of works (ex, sound recordings)

« When the copyright term expires, the work enters the public domain.

« Public domain work is not protected by copyright - can be copied, distributed, adapted,
modified, etc. without permission.

« Some public domain works can be found at Gutenberg Canada and Project Gutenberg and
Wikipedia: Public Domain Resources
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_law_of_Canada
http://www.gutenberg.ca/
http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Public_domain_resources

Confusion about the public domain

» A publicly available work from the web or the library is not the same as a public domain work.
* Much of the content on the web or in “newer” books or journals is not in the public domain.

* |If a public domain work is re-published with new content, that new version is copyrighted.
Shakespeare’'s Hamlet published with a preface, critical essays and margin notes in 2001 by
Penguin Books is copyrighted by that publisher.

oManitoba
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@creative
commons

» Creative Commons is an organization committed to sharing works
* bridges gap between full copyright and public domain.

« See the Creative Commons website for more information.

* Increasingly used in Open Access publications
« May have funding obligations to publish Open Access
« May reuse Open Access materials under a Creative Commons license

« Caution: to use a Creative Commons work you must follow terms of a Creative
Commons license, and the license must have been applied by the copyright
owner.

oManitoba
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http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=DOblPbc5mN3HPM&tbnid=_kmE_TOqKrZiqM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://creativecommons.org/about/downloads&ei=4MNlUeHpCeOtiQKx34HgBQ&psig=AFQjCNG4k9TFasoozItr-QK1kQ-uODD6uQ&ust=1365710176279214
http://creativecommons.org/about
http://creativecommons.org/

Components of a CC Licence

BY (Attribution)
« Attribution to the creator of the resource is required and you must indicate if you have made any
changes when reusing the resource. A link back to the CC licence is required in the attribution.

NC (NonCommercial)
* The resource can only be used non-commercially by users. The creator can still use the

resource commercially or may allow others to use the resource commercially with their
permission

SA (ShareAlike)
* |If you remix (incorporate into a new work), modify, or alter the resource, you must share the new
resource under the same CC licence as the old one

« |If you remixed a SA resource, your new creation needs to be SA licensed as well

@ ND (NoDerivatives)
* |If you remix, modify, or alter the resource, you cannot share the modified version

oManitoba
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OOSG

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

This is a human-readable summary of (and not a substitute for) the license. Disclaimer.

You are free to:
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

Under the following terms:

@ Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may

@ NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

@ NoDerivatives — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material.

|
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https://search.creativecommons.org

creative
commons

Search using:

ccMixter

Music

Google

Web

Nappy

Imags

Sketchfab
30 Modsl

Vimeo

Video

FIND CONTENT YOU CAN

SHARE, USE, AND REMIX. ~ Erieryour search quary

Europeana

Media

Google Images

Imags

Open Clip Art

Imags

SoundCloud

Music

Wikipedia Commons

Media

Flickr
Media

Jamendo

Music

Openverse
Media

Thingiverse
30 Modsl

YouTube

Video



Free to use resources

Educational Materials

Journals

Open Ed Manitoba

Directory of Open Access Journals

BC Campus Open Ed

Electronic Journals Library

Openstax

PubMed Central

MERLOT

National Science Digital Library

Books

OER Commons

Open Library

Directory of Open Access Books

Open Street Map

Librivox

Wikipedia Project Gutenberg
\Wikimedia Project Gutenberg Canada

IOpen Culture

US Library of Congress
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https://www.openedmb.ca/
https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://openstax.org/
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
http://nsdl.org/
http://www.oercommons.org/
https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=3/71.34/-96.82
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.wikimedia.org/
http://www.openculture.com/
http://www.doaj.org/
http://rzblx1.uni-regensburg.de/ezeit/index.phtml?bibid=AAAAA&colors=7&lang=en
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://openlibrary.org/
http://www.doabooks.org/
http://librivox.org/
http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://gutenberg.ca/
https://loc.gov/collections/

More free to use resources

Images

Art/Comics

Wikimedia Commons

10 Cartoonists That Allow Using Their Web

The British Library

Comics for Free

Creative Commons Search

Digital Comic Museum

Flickr: The Commons

Europeana

Art Institute of Chicago

Pexels

Music/Sound Effects

Pixabay

Pixabay

Freeimages.co.uk

Freeplay Music

Clker.com

Freesound

Pics4l earning

Mutopia Project

Bigfoto

Public Domain/Royalty Free Music

Unsplash

Unminus
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.flickr.com/photos/britishlibrary/
http://search.creativecommons.org/
http://www.flickr.com/commons
https://www.pexels.com/
https://pixabay.com/
http://www.freeimages.co.uk/
http://www.clker.com/
http://www.pics4learning.com/
http://www.bigfoto.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://www.seosmarty.com/15-cartoonists-that-allow-using-their-web-comics-for-free/
https://www.seosmarty.com/15-cartoonists-that-allow-using-their-web-comics-for-free/
https://digitalcomicmuseum.com/
http://www.europeana.eu/
https://www.artic.edu/collection
https://pixabay.com/el/music/
http://freeplaymusic.com/
https://freesound.org/
http://www.mutopiaproject.org/
http://www.pdinfo.com/
https://www.unminus.com/

Government Works

Government works have Crown Copyright — right to copy not treated uniformly throughout
Canada.

Some jurisdictions (Federal, Manitoba) have open licenses (similar to CC) which allow you to
reuse works with certain conditions (acknowledging source, attribution statement, link to license)

Most Federal Canadian government works can be copied unless noted otherwise (ex. a
consultant report) — typically just need to not modify the source, attribute, and not imply federal
government endorsement.

US federal government works are public domain in the United States, but may be subject to
copyright in Canada.

* You need permission to copy more than a fair amount of many state,
provincial, or municipal government publications. However, it is unlikely you
will be refused or be required to pay a fee.

TR
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https://open.canada.ca/en/open-government-licence-canada
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/legal/OpenMB-Information-Data-Use-Licence.pdf

Your own work

* Read any publishing agreements carefully and
remember that your thesis will be publicly available
on MSpace—your publisher needs to know.

* Before copying your own previously or soon to be
published work ensure that your publisher allows
this (is there an embargo?)

« Consider whether you have any publishing
requirements if you have grant funding for your
research (Open Access requirements?)
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Copyright and Al
« Copyright issues in addition to ethical issues

* Is there a copyright in Al generated work? ’
* Is training for generative Al tools copyright infringing?
* |s generative Al output copyright infringing?

* A number of pending lawsuits will help answer
these question in US, informative in Canada

» Read terms and conditions — user bears risk?
« Some tools are trying to ensure they are non-
infringing

» Currently Al tools may be helpful for inspiration, but
have a number of legal uncertainties for using content

~
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How to get permission?

« If you want to use something in your thesis that is not free to reuse and a
Copyright Act exception does not apply, then you will require permission from the
copyright owner.

 Start early.

* Determine who the copyright owner is
e publisher
 author, creator, photographer
« employer, inheritor
* other.
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The permission request

* Prepare request in writing (verbal agreement is not sufficient).

» Check online article for a link to obtain permission (e.g., RightsLink is
often used by publishers).

« Use fillable form on publisher’'s website.
« Copy sample permission letter from Copyright Office website.

« Use your own wording, including full citation information and intended
use (thesis/practicum, conference, non-profit, etc.).

« Response is usually, but not always, quick (instant to 1 month+).
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Permission granted

* Read the license
* |s there a fee”? Can you negotiate?

 Signature in ink is not required (e-mail ok).

» Keep permission letters for your files.

* Don’t add permission letters inside your
thesis/practicum.
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“Used with permission” statement

* No law about how to create a “used with permission” statement

» Follow the copyright owner’s instructions for a “used with permission” statement, or if no
directions, create a statement similar to this:

Author (year). Title of image / article / work. Title of Journal / Book, volume (issue), page. Used
with permission.

* For your own works:

© 2023 Althea Wheeler
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Permission not granted

« Consider whether copyright exemptions allow use of the copyright protected
work in your thesis/practicum for your defense only, then delete or cover up
the work using Paint or Adobe Acrobat for the final official version.

« Ensure you have a citation for each work.
» To keep your slides “clean”, include all citations on the last slide.

* |f deleting copyrighted works in your thesis/practicum, watch the pagination and
table of contents!
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Figure 9. Overall venue plan of National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, UK.
Source from: hitp:/fwww.necgroup.co.ukivisitor/thenec/

Five of the halls interconnect and radiate from a central service and circulation
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Mspace and your final thesis/practicum L 1

« While the MSpace licence allows the UM to reproduce and distribute your
thesis/practicum, you retain copyright and moral rights to your thesis/practicum.

« For questions about MSpace, contact Research Services & Digital Strategies,
libraryresearchservices@umanitoba.ca

« For questions about your thesis/practicum and forms to submit, contact FGS at 204-474-
9377 or graduate studies@umanitoba.ca.

oManitoba
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mailto:graduate_studies@umanitoba.ca

FIPPA, identity theft and your thesis/practicum

« Comply with FIPPA — keep personal information out of thesis/practicum.
* home telephone number
 home address
« personal e-mail address.

» Help prevent identity theft — keep signatures out of thesis/practicum.

» Delete, cut (ctrl+x) or black out any personal information or signatures that appear in
your thesis/practicum prior to publishing it to MSpace.

oManitoba
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http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/fippa/index.html

Managing your own copyright

 For a collaborative work, consider a written agreement which will clarify
copyright (jointly owned by authors)

« Read your publisher contract carefully and save it for your files.

« See SHERPA/RoMEQ for publishers’ copyright policies.

* |f you want to publish material from your thesis after it is available on MSpace
make sure your publishing agreement permits this
 Disclose to publishers that your work is already publicly available on MSpace, etc.
» Retroactive embargos are not routinely granted

—~
EE University

oManitoba


http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

Test your copyright knowledge

» Take the Copyright Quiz available from the Copyright Office
- website.
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https://umanitoba.ca/copyright/sites/copyright/files/2024-03/Copyright%20Quiz%202024.pdf

Sample theses/practicums in MSpace

Sandwich thesis with permission statement
Webber thesis p. 2, 30, 31, 55, 56
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/3976

Landy thesis, p. xxv, 75, 124, 159, 208
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/31170

Shan thesis p. x, 7, 81, 121, 157
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/4271

Sample “Adapted with permission” statement
Douville thesis p. 21
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/2807
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http://hdl.handle.net/1993/3976
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/3976
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/31170
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/31170
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/4271
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/4271
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/2807
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/2807

Sample theses/practicums in MSpace

Sample “Based on” statement
Odoh thesis p. 35
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/14408

Sample statement acknowledging your own work
Douville thesis p. 8
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/2807
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http://hdl.handle.net/1993/14408
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/2807
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/2807

Sample theses/practicums in MSpace

Sample statement about co-authorship
Das thesis p. i
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/3895

Sample statement about pending publication
Li thesis p.12, 58
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/293
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e Questions?

um.copyright@umanitoba.ca
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