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Warren and Jocelyn Barnard ’63 
recently went to BC where they 
had the opportunity to wave the 
flag and hold the Olympic torch.

Ruth (Yates) Mellergaard ’67 
and Partner Keith Kovar, along with, 
Sarah Yates-Howorth ’67 and her 
daughter Gemma (a UofM student), 
came to visit the College. After a 
lunch at the Daily Bread they did a 
quick tour of the Lecture Theatre.   

Retired Staff Member Marjorie 
Ward turned 90 on the 9th May 
and a gathering was held in 
Kelowna, BC to help her celebrate.  

Friend Muriel Quirk celebrated 
her 90th birthday in early May. 
Family members from all over 
Canada came to make her birthday 
extra-special.

J. Douglas Crane, QC, 50’s, 
reports that he was invited to join 
ADR Chambers as arbitrator and 
mediator. Congratulations Doug!

Hugh Roberts, who would 
have graduated in ’68 had he not 
headed out west part-way through 

his studies, sent us a copy of the 
1965 Johnian and says “My time at 
the school, though short lived, was 
pleasant and I particularly recall 
Dean Brodersen’s class where an ap-
preciation for Chaucer was instilled 
in me that remains forty-five years 
later. How good is that?”   Indeed, 
how good is that!

Promoted to Vice President, EMEA, 
Chris Champion, ’87 currently 
lives in London (Wimbledon) with 
his wife and two children, Isabelle 
(aged 8) and Louis (aged 6).  Chris 
tells us he travels frequently to 
Europe, Africa and Russia, and, 
invites any Johnians going through 
London to contact him on: cscham-
pion@hotmail.com saying “I’d love 
to catch up”. We plan on doing just 
that on 1st July at our Alumni Event 
to be held in London, which Chris is 
helping us to arrange. Thanks Chris!

Louise Wilmot, four generations -  Hope Crawley (Grandmother), Louise 
Wilmot (Great- Grandmother), Claire Evans (born October 19, 2009) and 
Early Evans (Father). Photograph taken in Vancouver where Hope and her 
family live and Louise Wilmot and Sarah Crawley ‘94 (Great-Aunt) visited 
over Christmas and met Claire Rose for the first time!

Mike Fraser ’04 and Leanne 
Vercaigne BA 04, MA 07 were 
married in Deloraine MB, on June 
26th, 2009.  

Congratulations to Kevin D. Toyne, 
’00 who has been made a partner 
in the law firm of Brauti, Thorning, 
Zibarras in Toronto.
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Former Member of St John’s 
College Council, William 
Lawrence Palk, QC, died on 3rd 
October, 2009. Mr. Palk was part of 
the College during the move from 
Broadway to the Fort Garry cam-
pus. He served both on College 
Council and several committees 
during the late 1950s.

Barbara M. Dickson, mother of 
Brian Dickson, ’62, passed away 
on the 20th September, 2009.  

Robert Skinner, died suddenly 
on 6th October, 2009.  Robert was 
a member of St John’s College 
for several years during the early 
1970s.  

Reid Anderson, student in the 
College residence, died suddenly 
and tragically on the 9th July, 2009.  
Reid had just finished his second 
year of mechanical engineering 
here at the University of Manitoba.

Dr. Orville G. Conner, former 
Fellow, passed away on 2nd 
December, 2008.  In 1963, Dr. 
Conner joined St. John’s College 
as an Assistant Professor in 
Philosophy.   When the College 
was integrated into the University 
of Manitoba, he became a mem-
ber of the University’s Department 
of Philosophy.  During this time, he 
taught Introductory Philosophy as 
well as courses in Classical Modern 
Philosophy, Contemporary 
Philosophy, Ancient and Medieval 
Philosophy, Philosophy of Religion, 
Plato and Aristotle.  

In Memoriam
We made a mistake:  Our apolo-
gies to Mrs. Keddie, who is the 
widow of David Keddie, and to 
Ted Keddie.  We inadvertently at-
tached the wrong photo to the In 
Memoriam of David Keddie who 
is Ted’s cousin and who passed 
away in February of 2009.  Ted 
assures us that he is very much 
alive and well having recently 
retired from an award winning 
teaching career of 34 years; 33 of 
which were spent at Glenlawn 
Collegiate.  We wish Ted a very 
happy and long retirement.

Rev. Richard Welsh, ‘52 LTh 
passed away in April 2006. He 
was living in Portland Oregon at 
the time of his death and was 84 
years old. Prior to his retirement, 
he was the pastor for many years 
at St. Aidens parish in Gresham, 
Oregon. He also conceived, 
designed and was president of 
St Aidan’s Place, a state of the art 
residence for those living with 
Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementia.

The Right Rev Barry Valentine, 
DD ’69 died on 16th October, 
2009.  Formerly, Bishop of 
Rupert’s Land he was married to 
Johnian Carolyn Evans.  

Alfred Thomas Phillips, parent of 
Dianne T. Phillips, ‘79, passed 
away on the 14th April, 2010.

Alvin Getz, father of John Getz, 
’77  and Katherine Getz, ’79, 
passed away on 7th February, 
2010 at age 83.  

William O. Bradley, brother of 
Tom Bradley, ’79, passed away 
on the 18th July, 2009.  

Friend, Jean Higgins, passed 
away on the 30th November, 
2008.  Jean was a longtime friend 
of the College and of Muriel 
Quirk.

Elizabeth E. Richards, mother of 
Rob Richards, ’65, died on 27th 
April, 2008. Rob was instrumental 
in realizing the Lecture Theatre. 

Blakeman Welch at Seven Oaks 
Hospital January 26, 2010. Peter 
Blakeman Welch, was conductor 
of the Chamber Orchestra which 
was housed at the College.

The Venerable R. Keith 
McKean, ‘61 passed away on 
Monday, 1st February, 2010 
aged 89 in Toronto. He leaves his 
wife of 68 years Violet, daughter 
Janet and son Ross. The Ven. R. 
Keith McKean and his wife were 
long time supporters of the 
College, and left a bequest to the 
Endowment Fund of the College.

Honorary Fellow, Dr. Miriam 
Hutton, Faculty of Social Work, 
died December 2009.  Dr. Hutton 
was a member of the faculty 
of Social Work at the UofM and 
a long time supporter of the 
College.  Dr. Hutton was made an 
Honorary Fellow of the College 
in November 2001.
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From the Don’s 
Retreat to the 
Spring Banquet...

Spring Banquet – celebrating the end of term.

Don’s Retreat.
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“No matter how you started out in the College, we each travelled a unique path to get to this night. For me, 
at least, the College has been this sort of small community. I can’t believe that I’m about to say this, but it’s 
a place where everyone knows your name. It’s a place where we could go as students and feel at home, to 
relax, to study. We could always count on good food from the Daily Bread and the bowl of candy on Shelly’s 
desk. And we could always count on the College staff to be there for us – even when we consistently and 
repeatedly caused trouble for them.”

Excerpts from the Valedictorian Speech given by Daniel Draper, ’10.

Grad Dinner - March 2010

Grad’s Farewell Dinner – March 2010


