THE SCHOOL OF WRITING AT CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY PROUDLY ANNOUNCES THE INSTRUCTORS FOR THE 2010 SCHOOL



The School of Writing at CMU is proud to announce the 2010 instructors. This year the instructors will be ANITA DAHER (Writing for Children and Young Adults), JOANNE KLASSEN (Life Writing), BARBARA NICKEL (Poetry), and MARGARET SWEATMAN (Fiction).

The 2010 School of Writing will take place at the Winnipeg Canadian Mennonite University from May 10 to 14.

Now beginning its fourth year, The School of Writing maintains a commitment to providing a supportive and challenging environment for writers of many skill and experience levels. The School of Writing has helped hundreds of writers receive important support and guidance. CMU's superb facilities, combined with an atmosphere of encouragement and hospitality, create a great environment for writers to get the confidence and experience they need. 

ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF WRITING 

In 2010 The School of Writing at CMU will run from Monday to Friday, May 10-14. The School offers participatory workshops on Poetry, Fiction, Life Writing, and Writing for Children & Young Adults, along with one-on-one meetings with instructors. Participants will have opportunities to meet and learn from well-known published authors from across Canada and abroad who visit for special readings and question periods. The week will conclude with a banquet.  

Applicants for the School of Writing should be 18 years old or over. Classes are limited to ten people each. In order to qualify for the classes in Poetry, Fiction, or Writing for Children & Young Adults, you must submit a portfolio of your writing (5-10 pages, typed and double-spaced). Note: No portfolio is required for the Life Writing class. Spaces for the Life Writing class will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

An admission committee will evaluate the submissions; if you are accepted, your submission will be forwarded to the instructors. When you attend the School, you must bring ten copies of either your submission OR ten copies of other material (no more than ten pages) that you will be working on (for use in peer-evaluation sessions). 

The cost of the school is $520.00. This includes lunch, coffee breaks and the Friday evening banquet. Space for out of town students is available in the dorms for a low additional cost. Some bursary support is available. Information is available from the School of Writing.

The deadline for applications is HAS BEEN EXTENDED!  Please contact us for more details. 

INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHIES

Anita Daher

Anita Daher says "place" infuses her writing, and is grateful to have lived in communities like Summerside, PEI; Moose Jaw, SK; Churchill, MB; Baker Lake, NU; and Yellowknife, NT. Her short stories have appeared in Prairie Fire, and she is author of seven youth novels, including Arthur Ellis and Manitoba Book Award finalist Spider's Song (2006), and Arthur Ellis, Hackmatack and Diamond Willow finalist Racing for Diamonds (2006). She has led workshops across the country, and has been a popular presenter at conferences and festivals. When not teaching, presenting, or working on her own stories, Anita edits teen novels for Great Plains Publications.

Joanne Klassen 

Since 1997 Joanne Klassen has helped hundreds of writers achieve their goals. She is founder and director of Winnipeg's Heartspace Writing School, and originator of Transformative Writing. Joanne is the author and editor of a dozen books and anthologies including Tools of Transformation, Trouble in Grandpa's Golf Bag, Family Tree and Learning to Live, Learning to Love, which was translated into Russian and Greek.

Barbara Nickel

As a poet, Barbara Nickel is the winner of the Pat Lowther Award (best Canadian poetry collection by a woman) and The Malahat Review Long Poem Prize. Her most recent collection is Domain (2007). Earlier collections are The Gladys Elegies (1997) and From The Top Of A Grain Elevator (1999). Her work has appeared in many magazines, journals, and anthologies, most recently in The Walrus, and the anthology Open Wide a Wilderness: Canadian Nature Poems, and is forthcoming in the Alhambra Poetry Calendar 2010. Born in Saskatchewan, she now lives in British Columbia. Barbara is also an award-winning author of children's books such as Hannah Waters And The Daughter Of Johann Sebastian Bach (2006) and The Secret Wish of Nannerl Mozart (1996). She has an M.F.A. in Creative Writing from the University of British Columbia, where she has also taught.

Margaret Sweatman

Margaret Sweatman is a playwright, lyricist and novelist. Her plays have been produced by Prairie Theatre Exchange, Popular Theatre Alliance, and the Guelph Spring Festival. She has performed with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony Orchestra, and the National Academy Orchestra, as well as with her own Broken Songs Band. 


She is the author of the novels Fox, Sam and Angie, and When Alice Lay Down with Peter, which won several awards including the Rogers Writers' Trust Fiction Prize and the McNally Robinson Book of the Year. Her most recent novel, The Players, is published by Goose Lane Editions (Fall 2009). Margaret Sweatman is an Assistant Professor at the University of Winnipeg.

More information can be found on the School Website at: www.cmu.ca/schoolofwriting. 

For more information please contact Michael Van Rooy, Administrator of the School of Writing at the Canadian Mennonite University, schoolofwriting@cmu.ca.

School of Writing at CMU
Canadian Mennonite University
500 Shaftesbury Blvd.
Winnipeg, MB
R3P 2N2

