
32 faculty of architecture  |  university of manitobaNETWORK 2010

Our New Dean:  
Professor Ralph Stern

Having been in Winnipeg and the University of Manitoba 
but a few short and very busy weeks, I can relate with 
great confidence that my original impressions of the city, 
the university, and the Faculty of Architecture have been 
repeatedly confirmed: inviting and uniting, passionate and 
compassionate, maintaining tradition and seeking innovation. 
These values have been articulated across a broad spectrum 
of the public, alumni (including the homecoming classes of 
1950 and 1960), faculty, students, staff and administration. I 
am deeply honored to now be part of a tradition established 
with such clear vision and resonance by John A. Russell, a 
tradition ably developed with care and commitment by his 
recent successors Michael Cox and David Witty as well as, 
most recently, Richard Perron in his capacity as Acting Dean. 

As much as I am honored to be part of this tradition and its 
commitment to core values and the education of the students 
of the Faculty of Architecture in all of its departments and 
programs, it is also my expectation to build on this foundation: 
refining, expanding, and networking (to borrow from the title 
of this publication) in a manner reflecting today’s rapidly 
evolving social, cultural, and environmental challenges. This 
will require a vigorous concern for local and regional needs 
and goals, a strong commitment to national expectations and 
goals, and an ongoing engagement with global developments 
ranging from economic flux to climate change. 

I believe that the Faculty of Architecture is well positioned 
to address the challenges awaiting us as we move into 
the second decade of the 21st century: integrating new 
technologies into existing practices, challenging outmoded 
disciplinary boundaries, and engaging knowledge creation in 
a manner that is socially inclusive and ethically responsive. 
Defining new goals will enable the Faculty of Architecture to 
continue a tradition of change and to best serve the design 
professions as they themselves continue to evolve. This, of 
course, is also the best manner in which to serve our students, 
to prepare with both the perspective and the tools with which 
to engage an increasingly complex world.  

It is my position to assist in coalescing the hopes and desires 
of many into the goals and vision of the Faculty of Architecture. 
To this I bring my own experiences and perspectives, those 
developed as a professional, educator, and researcher on 
two continents that, I believe, have well served my students, 
colleagues, and the greater public. 

In order to set the stage for defining and realizing this next 
move forward for the Faculty of Architecture, to guarantee 
that multiple voices are heard and to facilitate an inclusivist 
vision for growth, I will be spending much time over the next 
months engaging members of the university, professional, 
and civic communities. I very much look forward to meeting 
with you and hearing your concerns and hopes as they relate 
to the Faculty of Architecture. I maintain, for colleagues 
and students alike, an open door policy and I very much 
welcome your input in both formal and informal venues. In 
short, I greatly look forward to working with all of you, and 
am profoundly honored that we are all part of a “network” in 
the greatest sense of the term. 

Professor Ralph Stern
Dean, Faculty of Architecture

Acting Dean (2009-2010):  
Dr. P. Richard Perron 

It has been a great honour for me to serve as Acting Dean 
of the Faculty of Architecture for the past year. I would like 
to thank the faculty, staff, students, friends and Partners for 
their support and commitment. Over the past year, I have 
been encouraged by the quality of the work being produced 
as well as by the positive approaches to collaboration that are 
occurring throughout the Faculty.

In this issue of NETWORK we have tried to make the work of 
the Faculty more visible with the inclusion of brief synopses 
of most of this year’s studios and brief overviews of many of 
the faculty's current research interests (starting on page 33). 
We hope that these articles can shed light on the nature of 
the work being produced in the Faculty.

We are encouraged and thankful for the on-going support 
that we receive from Faculty Partners and friends and we 
are pleased to be able to include Partners members' profiles 
in this issue. This year I had the opportunity to join President 
David Barnard’s delegation to Hong Kong where I was 
able to meet with members of various professional design 
associations, with Ralph Lerner the Dean of Architecture at 
the University of Hong Kong, as well as with several of our 
Alumni. I would like to offer a special thanks to the Honorable 
Professor Patrick Lau for his participation in our activities. I 
would also like to thank alumnae Rebecca Lo (see Rebecca's 
article on pages 6-7) and Brandon Young for their gracious 
support during my visit. While in the region I was also able 
to tour Macau and meet with architects who are currently 
establishing a new school of architecture in that city. Thank 
you to Nuno Soares and Carlos Marreiros for your generous 
hospitality.

welcome

This year has been marked by the beginning of long-term 
financial challenges facing the University as a result of the 
global economic downturn. The University has been very 
pro-active in dealing with these challenges by implementing 
two initiatives, ROSE (Resource Optimization Systems 
Enhancement) and OARS (Optimizing Academic Resources). 
These initiatives are developing well and will result in 
significant changes in how the University will operate. Several 
members of our faculty and staff have been very active in 
developing these initiatives and I thank them all for their 
on-going work. This year the Faculty fared better than most 
Schools and Faculties in suffering a relatively small budget 
cut. However, the next few years may bring greater economic 
hardships for the Faculty of Architecture. This year the Dean's 
Office along with the University Development Office and the 
Partners Program initiated the Studio Enhancement Fund. 
This fund is meant to operate like other endowment funds, 
directing its revenues to studio based activities. I would like 
to thank personally all of you who have contributed to this 
fund and we hope to be able to address it in future issues of 
NETWORK.

The Faculty facilities continue to improve with the renovation 
of the foundations of the Library scheduled to be completed 
this Fall and the Workshop renovation that is slowly getting 
underway. The Faculty is also in the process of looking for 
downtown studio space to offer new kinds of urban-oriented 
studios.

Finally, I would like to say that it is with anticipation and 
enthusiasm that we await the beginning of Professor Ralph 
Stern’s term as Dean of the Faculty of Architecture. Professor 
Stern brings a fresh, international, multi-disciplinary 
perspective to the Dean’s Office and it is with much optimism 
that we are turning a new page. 

Dr. P. Richard Perron
Acting Dean (2009-2010), Faculty of Architecture
Acting Head (2010-2011) and Professor, 
Department of Landscape Architecture


