(RE)VISIONING WINNIPEG'S

. Acritical analysis of
» settler-colonial revitalization

CHINATOW

KEY TERMS

Displacement

Inhabitants

Indigenous Homelessness

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

METHODS

Participants

Emotional Mapping

Semi-structured Interviews

0. Kioratrs

N
EXCHANGE DISTRICT

All Stakeholder Categories

LEGEND

Neighbourhood
Characterization Areas (NCAs)

Chinatown Boundaries

Exchange District
undaries

Participant Responses
All Stakeholder Perceived

The Exchange District was generally defined by its historic
buildings, offices, and spaces of entertainment. While
participants identified sub-districts within the Exchange,
most saw it as a cohesive, identifiable neighbourhood.

Chinatown was strictly defined by its Chinese-businesses
(particularly restaurants) and Chinese-themed architecture.
Participants used metaphors like “drops of water” or a “gap
toothed smile” to describe how the area feels disconnected.
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Participants described limited interactions between residents
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and between organizations located in separate areas. They

also described limited foot traffic between neighbourhoods. identifed Landmarks

CG - Chinese Gardens
D - Dynasty Building

igentifed Lanomarks T Areas of disconnect roughly followed boundaries of planning G- ChinstownGate

MS - Market Square
WD - Waterfront Drive

GD - Gord Dong Park
KK - Kum Koon Restaurant

regulations and/or organizations’ scope.

What gaps exist in planning for Chinatown
« and its vicinity? What perspectives have been
marginalized or are missing from the area's
dominant planning processes?

1. COs, NGPOs, and HNPOs want Chinatown to develop in a way that is multi-cultural

and inclusive. However, by being branded as a Chinese-centric place, its name and
character can present a different message of exclusion. Without conscious efforts
of communicating and connection, newcomers, Indigenous people, and other non-
Chinese BIPOC may not feel welcomed by the space. However, COs described limited
resources (i.e.,, time, administrative, and financial) to do so.

. COs and HNPOs are hopeful for change in Winnipeg's Chinatown and the Northwest

Exchange, but are cautious that their respective populations may be displaced. Issues
faced by the inhabitants in the areas are complex and cannot be solved by physical
revitalization alone. A broader social plan is needed; however, this is beyond the scope
of COs, HNPOs, and NGPOs.

If that’s not a name that attracts me, where | feel
like | could belong, maybe if | don’t feel welcome.
Even if they would welcome me, | probably wouldn’t go.

reflects the needs of its current inhabitants and

03 . How might Chinatown develop in a way that
. of those In its surrounding areas?

, Including Winnipeg and its Downtown, and the
settler-colonial structures in place that contribute to these ongoing processes.

to include organizations and inhabitants just
outside the planning area's vicinity. The perspectives of those experiencing
homelessness and non-Chinese BIPOC should be included and actively sought out.

of Chinatown and its surrounding
neighbourhoods. The plan should be grounded in an Indigenous perspective on
homelessness, and should seek create opportunities for connection between the
area’s diverse inhabitants (e.g., along racial, class, and generational lines).

Physical is important to people. All citizens need to see something
that represents their history, and their cultures,
their languages, and their architecture.




